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Introduction 
 
In support of the objectives of the Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health (the 
Global Strategy), the purpose of this discussion paper is to explore the principles and 
conditions for use of a nutritionally modified standardized name for those foods similar to, 
but at the same time different from, foods that meet a standard of identity.   
 
 
The Global Strategy encourages initiatives by the food industry to introduce innovative, 
healthy, and nutritious foods and to provide clear consistent labelling that is truthful and 
helps consumers make informed and healthy choices.  Consistent with the Global Strategy, 
there is an increasing interest in healthier food choices.  More and more, foods are being 
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formulated with nutritional modifications while maintaining the essential characteristics, such 
as taste, texture, and physical properties of the standardized food, and, frequently, using the 
standardized name, which is the name established for a food in a Codex standard, with 
modifications relevant to the specific nutritional changes.  The inclusion of the standardized 
name of the food provides consumers with useful information with respect to product 
characteristics, qualities, and functions, while the modification to the name of the food 
advises them of the deviation from the standard.  Reduced fat margarine or sugar free jams 
are examples of foods where there have been modifications to the food and thus, deviation 
from the standard, for the purpose of a nutrition claim.  Nutrition claims include nutrient 
content claims and comparative claims. 
 
While not all standardized foods require a modification from the standard in order to make a 
nutrition claim, some foods do.  The paper focuses on those foods that will fall outside the 
standard due to changes made in their formulation to meet the requirements of a particular 
nutrition claim.    
 
This discussion paper provides background information, definitions for relevant terms, and a 
summary of survey results relating to the international context of the issue.  It also explores 
the principles and conditions for naming a nutritionally modified standardized food using the 
name of the standardized food as a reference in a modified name.  Finally, the paper provides 
recommendations for next steps, for consideration by the Codex Committee on Food 
Labelling. 
 
Background:  
 
At the 34th Session of the Codex Committee on Food Labelling (CCFL), Canada presented 
the document, Discussion Paper on Modified Standardized Common Names, on the naming 
of foods that are like or similar to a standardized food and that use the standardized name of 
the food as part of a modified name.  This document considered the paper on misleading 
labelling, Discussion Paper on Misleading Food Labels, presented by the United States at the 
30th session of CCFL which focused on types of truthful but misleading labelling and how 
consumers can be misled by the use of confusing language, symbols, or images on packages.  
The 34th session of CCFL agreed to focus the scope of the work on foods with standards of 
identity that have been formulated with nutrition modifications to meet specific nutrition 
claims. 
 
At the 35th session of CCFL, a revised paper, Modified Standard Common Names and 
Nutrition Variances, was presented and discussed.  This paper linked the name of the food for 
a nutritionally modified standardized food to the Global Strategy.  The Draft Action Plan for 
Implementation of the Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health was also 
discussed at that session (CL 2006/44-CAC).  This paper included a proposed action to 
permit the use of names established in a standard to be used in conjunction with either a 
comparative claim or a nutrition claim on the label of a modified standardized food provided 
that the claims comply with requirements set out in the Codex Guidelines for Use o f 
Nutrition and Health Claims.  The Committee agreed to establish an electronic working group 
(e-wg), led by Canada, to develop principles on the use of modified names of foods for the 
purpose of nutritional variation, taking into account the comments made at the meeting1.     
 
                                                            
1 Alinorm 07/30/22, paras. 141-144. 
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The 35th session of CCFL recommended that the working group consider the following when 
developing principles on the use of nutritionally modified names of foods: 
 

• the work should ensure that consumers are not misled about the nature of the food; 
• it should support other work being done by Codex on the implementation of the 

Global Strategy; 
• the e-wg should evaluate how wide-spread the problem is among Codex members; 
• the scope should be limited to those claims identified in the Guidelines for Use of 

Nutrition and Health Claims; and  
• it may not be possible to use nutritionally modified standardized names for all 

products. 
 
An invitation to participate in the e-wg was sent to all Codex Members and 15 member 
countries, the European Commission, and four non-governmental organizations indicated 
their interest to participate (the list of participants is included in Annex 1). 
 
Definitions 
 
The following definitions are provided to ensure a common understanding of the terminology 
used in this document: 
 
Name of the food – as defined in 4.1 of the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of 
Prepackaged Foods (GSLPF) (Codex Stan 1-1985 (Rev. 1-1991). 
 
Standardized name of the food – the name of the food as prescribed or established in a Codex 
or national standard of identity, as per 4.1.1.1 and 4.1.1.2 of the GSLPF. 
  
Standardized food – a food with a compositional standard of identity such as in a Codex 
standard. 
 
Modified standardized name of the food – this term refers to the descriptive name of a food 
that does not have a standard of identity, a name established in a Codex standard, or a name 
prescribed by national legislation but that includes a standardized food’s name as a reference, 
in the name of the food, with an appropriate nutrition claim modifier(s) that is consistent with 
the Codex Guidelines for Use of Nutrition and Health Claims (CGUNHC) (CAC/GL 23-
1997, Rev. 1-2004) and that does not mislead or confuse the consumer (refer to section 3. of 
the GSLPF for general principles related to truthful labelling, and 4.1.1.3 and 4.1.2 of the 
GSLPF for descriptive names of foods).  
 
For example, “Reduced fat chocolate” does not meet the minimum prescribed fat content for 
chocolate (18%) however, its name includes as a reference the name of a standardized food 
(“chocolate”) with a nutrition claim modifier to indicate how it is different from chocolate 
(which requires a minimum of 18% cocoa butter content in total cocoa solids). 
 
Nutritional variance – sufficient variation in one or more nutrients to make a nutrition claim, 
as identified in the CGUNHC. 
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Nutritionally modified food – a food that has been intentionally formulated to alter one or 
more nutrient levels in order to meet the conditions of a recognized nutrition claim in the 
CGUNHC.  
 
Examples in Existing Codex Texts  
 
While an exhaustive review of existing texts has not been conducted, two examples of how 
modified standardized names of foods are addressed in Codex standards are chocolate and 
milk and milk products. The latter relates specifically to nutritional variance. 
 
The Codex Standard for Chocolate and Chocolate Products (Codex Stan 87-1981, Rev.-2003) 
allows for the addition of vegetable fats other than cocoa butter and sweeteners other than 
sugars, which modify the composition of a specific chocolate or chocolate product.  The 
labelling section of the standard provides guidance on how to qualify the name of the 
chocolate that has been modified, whereby the use of vegetable fats or sweeteners other than 
cocoa butter and sugar, respectively, must be indicated on the label in association with the 
name of the product, such as “X Chocolate with sweeteners”.  The resulting nutritional 
variance in the composition of the chocolate may be such that a nutrition claim can be 
achieved and included in the name of the food: “Sugar free milk chocolate with sweeteners”. 
 
The Codex General Standard for the Use of Dairy Terms (GSUDT), Codex Stan 206-1999, 
provides a framework on modifications from a standard, and the subsequent labelling 
requirements, in subsection 4.3.3: 
 

4.3.3 Products that are modified through the addition and/or withdrawal of milk 
constituents may be named with the name of the relevant milk product in 
association with a clear description of the modification to which the milk product 
has been subjected provided that the essential product characteristics are 
maintained and that the limits of such compositional modifications shall be 
detailed in the standards concerned as appropriate. 

 
The recently adopted revision of the Codex Standard for Cheddar Cheese (Codex Stan 
C-263) provides an example of compositional modifications that may be made, in 
accordance with the GSUDT.  The cheddar cheese standard defines a minimum fat dry 
matter (FDM) limit of 22%, and a reference range of 48%-60% FDM.  A product that 
falls outside the reference range of 48%-60%, but above the 22% minimum FDM, may 
use the name “cheddar cheese” with qualifiers, such as “reduced fat”.  Products 
containing less than the minimum 22% FDM cannot use “cheddar cheese” in the name 
of the food.  The labelling section provides further guidance, in section 7.1, stating that 
appropriate qualification describing the modification made or the fat content, as part of 
the name or in a prominent position in the same field of vision, is required.  Identified 
suitable qualifiers include those found in the Codex General Standard for Cheese 
(Codex Stan A-6- 1978, Rev. 1-1999) (for example: high fat, full fat, medium fat, skim) 
or a nutrition claim in accordance with the Guidelines for the Use of Nutrition and 
Health Claims (CAC/GL 23-1997, Rev. 1-2004). 
 
International Context 
 
A survey of e-wg members was conducted in order to explore how widespread the practice of 
using modified standardized names is among Codex members, to identify possible limits in 
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scope for this type of descriptive naming format (in other words, the circumstances where a 
food with a nutritional variance cannot use a nutritionally modified standardized name of the 
food), and to develop principles and conditions for the use of truthful and not misleading 
modified standardized names that describe the nutritional change. 
 
Only qualitative information was available with respect to prevalence in the various national 
marketplaces.  Generally, most respondents observed that it was somewhat or very common 
to find modified standardized names of the food, except where it was not permitted.  The 
types of foods with nutritionally modified names were wide ranging and included snack 
foods, flavoured drinks, juice drinks, meats and poultry, jams, dairy products, cereal and 
bakery products, and margarine.  The types of nutritional variance identified were related to 
protein, fat, sugar, micronutrients (such as vitamins), and moisture content. Examples of 
nutritionally modified standardized names (the reference standardized food’s name is 
underlined) include fat free milk, fat reduced cheddar cheese, light sour cream, orange juice 
with vitamin C and calcium added, no added sugar chocolate with sweeteners, margarine 
with vitamin A, ground beef and vegetable protein (different protein source). 
 
The legislative framework for most, but not all, of the countries that responded to the survey 
appeared to be flexible enough to allow for the standardized name of the food to be used as a 
reference in a descriptive name of the food, with appropriate modifiers, provided it was not 
misleading to the consumer.  Some countries provided conditions that must be met in order to 
name a food in this manner and these are included in the conditions outlined later in the 
paper.  There were no clear limits identified for the scope of this type of descriptive naming 
format, although some countries expressed a general concern over the practice of using 
modified standardized names to describe a food. 
 
With respect to conditions and principles, all respondents agreed that consumers should not 
be misled through the representation of products, including by the name, type height, and 
font, with respect to the composition of the food, and that only foods meeting the standard 
can carry the prescribed (unmodified) standardized name for the food.  As well, there was 
general recognition and support for the development of healthy choices for consumers and for 
the Global Strategy. 
 
Some participants commented on the importance of standards in meeting consumers’ 
expectations with respect to the composition and integrity of the food and indicated that, for 
those reasons, the name of the food should not be included in a descriptive name indicating 
the nutrition modification of a food which no longer meets the standard.  Instead, the 
standards themselves should be amended, or a new name should be found for the food (for 
example: using “fruit spread” for a jam-like product with less than the required amount of 
sugar, instead of “reduced-sugar jam”).  One respondent suggested that a reference to the 
standardized food in terms of its use or function would be acceptable.  It was also noted that 
allowing the inclusion of a standardized name for foods that were different than the standard 
was not fair to those who respected the standards.   
 
Other participants noted the importance of horizontal labelling information such as the name 
of the food, ingredients list, nutrition labelling, and percentage labelling of characterizing 
ingredients for consumer information and prohibitions on false and misleading information 
for consumer protection.  One participant was of the view that the compositional standards 
may hamper the development of healthier alternatives.  It was also noted that not all product 
compositions would have to fall outside the requirements of a standard in order to make a 
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nutrition claim.  Factors that influence this include the degree of nutritional variance in order 
to make a claim, the specific mandatory ingredients required by the standard, and if there are 
prescribed minimum or maximum nutrient levels that must be achieved (such as minimum 
milk fat levels in cheese).   
 
 
Proposed Principles and Conditions for Modified Standardized Names for 
Nutritionally Modified Foods: 
 
Proposed principles and conditions to guide the naming of foods that include the standardized 
name with modifications are representative of the e-wg’s comments and are compiled below 
for consideration by the 36th session of CCFL.   
 
As previously mentioned the main principle is that the name of the food, and all 
representations, be truthful and not false or misleading with respect to the true composition of 
the food. This is an existing general principle of the GSLPF, section 3.  The labelling should 
be transparent and sufficiently descriptive and normally be specific and not generic, which is 
consistent with GSLPF section 4.1 and 4.2.1.  The General Guidelines on Claims (GGC) 
(CAC/GL 1-1979 (Rev.1-1991) must also be respected.  To that end, the following are the 
specific conditions that were identified by the e-wg for a food using a specific standardized 
name as a reference in its name: 
 
a) the basic identity and essential characteristics, such as taste, texture, and physical 

properties, of the reference standardized food must be maintained; 
b) the nutritionally modified food must contain the required essential ingredients of the 

reference standardized food, although those that contribute directly to achieving a 
particular nutrition claim may be present in a lower amount (such as raw ingredients 
with a high fat content) or not at all (such as no sugar in a sugar-free product); 

c)  there can be no substitution of the main ingredient that characterizes the food (for 
example: dairy fat cannot be replaced by vegetable fat in a lower fat sour cream); 

d)  any modifications in the ingredients must be limited to those required to achieve the 
nutritional variance; one suggestion for consideration by the Committee is that any 
ingredients added that are not permitted by the standard should be identified specifically 
in the list of ingredients;  

e)  the nutritional variance must meet the conditions for nutrition claims set out in Codex 
standards and guidelines; 

f)  it must be clearly stated on the label how the food diverges from the standard (for 
example: the acceptable nutrition claim), as part of the name of the food, with 
consideration to equal prominence of the information within the name of the food (type 
height, font, colour, etc) (see GGC 5.1(vi)(c));  

g)  a product nutritionally modified from the standard food product should not be labelled 
as a substitute for the standardized product, such as “XYZ substitute” or “substitute for 
XYZ” (see GSLPF 3.2);  

h)  the general provision in the GSLPF (which has not been developed but would be the 
result of work) should not take precedence over those Codex standards where there are 
specific requirements established for the use of modified standardized names, such as is 
the case in the GSUDT; 

i)  where applicable, the nutritionally modified food should perform at least one of the 
principal functions of the standardized food and consideration should be given to an 
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indication if performance features, such as baking or spreading, are significantly 
different; and 

 
It is also suggested that the Committee consider a condition for nutritional equivalence of the 
modified food to the standardized food, except with respect to the nutrient that is the subject 
of the nutritional modification. 
 
When these conditions are not met a new name of the food that describes the product is 
required, instead of applying a nutritionally modified standardized common name.   
Alternatively, a new standard can be created for the food, or it can be included in an existing 
standard by amending the standard. 
 
Recommendations and Next Steps 
 
The working group supports the principles of the Global Strategy and the provision of healthy 
options for consumers.  It recommends that the Committee consider the discussion paper, 
including the principles and conditions, as a basis for discussion concerning the development 
of horizontal labelling guidelines for the use of descriptive modified standardized name of the 
food for foods with modifications from a compositional standard of identity for the purpose 
of making a nutrition claim as new work.  A project document (Annex II) is attached for 
CCFL’s consideration should there be support to initiate new work in this area. 
 
Should the Committee agree to recommend this as new work, it is proposed that the 
amendment be either included in or presented following, section 4.1 (The Name of the Food), 
in the GSLPF.  The text would include the principles and conditions outlined above.  It is also 
suggested any proposed draft amendments be circulated to other Codex committees, 
including commodity committees, for comment during their development. 
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ANNEX I:  
 

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS/LISTES DES PARTICIPANTS 
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

 
ELECTRONIC WORKING GROUP – MODIFIED STANDARDIZED NAME OF THE FOOD FOR  

STANDARDIZED FOODS WITH MODIFICATIONS FOR THE PURPOSE OF NUTRITION CLAIMS   
  

Chairperson:    HOSTED BY CANADA 
 
ARGENTINA/ARGENTINE 
 
Ing. Gabriela Alenjandra Catalani 
Technical Coordinator 
Codex Contact Point in Argentina 
Paseo Colon 922 
Planta Baja, Oficina 29, C.P. C1063ACW 
Buenos Aires, ARGENTINA 
Tel.:   +54 11 4349 2549 
Fax:   +54 11 4349 2244 
E-mail:   codex@mecon.gov.ar 
E-mail:   gcatal@mecon.gov.ar 
 
AUSTRALIA/AUSTRALIE 
 
Dr. Leigh Henderson 
Section Manager, Labelling and Information 
Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
108 The Terrace 
Wellington 6063, NEW ZEALAND 
Tel:  +64 4 978 5650 
Fax: + 64 4 473 9855 
E-mail: leigh.henderson@foodstandards.govt.nz 
 
CANADA 
 
Carla Barry 
Acting Director 
Consumer Protection Program 
Food Safety Directorate 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, CANADA K1A 0Y9 
Tel: 613-221-7157 
Fax: 613-221-7295 
E-mail: cbarry@inspection.gc.ca 
 
Kathy Twardek 
Acting National Manager 
Fair Labelling Practices 
Consumer Protection Program 
Food Safety Directorate 
Canadian Food Inspection Agency 
159 Cleopatra Drive 
Ottawa, Ontario, CANADA, K1A 0Y9 
Tel: 613-221-7203 
Fax: 613-221-7295 
E-mail: twardekk@inspection.gc.ca 
 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 
DOMINICAINE, RÉPUBLIQUE 
DOMINICANA, REPÚBLICA 
 
Ing. Idelsa De Castro 
Fax:  +809 688 3843 
E-mail:  idelsadecastro@hotmail.com 
E-mail:  normalizaciondigenor@gmail.com 
 
FRANCE/FRANCIA 
 
Mme Aline Sancho 
Direction Générale de la Concurrence de la 
Consommation et de la Répression de Fraudes 
Ministère de l’Économie, des Finances et de 
l’Industrie 
DGCCRF – Bureau C3 
59, boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13, FRANCE 
Tel.:  +33 1 44 97 32 24 
Fax:  +33 1 44 97 30 37 
E-mail:  aline.sancho@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
 
Mme Caroline Jayet 
Ministère de l’Économie, des Finances et de 
l’Industrie 
DGCCRF – Bureau C3 
59, boulevard Vincent Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13, FRANCE 
Fax:  +33 1 44 97 30 48 
E-mail:  caroline.jayet@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr 
 
GERMANY/ALLEMAGNE/ALEMANIA 
 
Mr. Gerhard Bialonski 
Head of Unit 
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and 
Consumer Protection 
Rochusstraße 1 
D-53123 Bonn, GERMANY 
Tel.:  +49 (0) 228 529 4651 
Fax:  +49 (0) 228 529 4947 
E-mail:  gerhard.bialonski@bmelv.bund.de 
E-mail:  314@bmelv.bund.de 
 
JAPAN/JAPON/JAPÓN 
 
Mr. Katsuhiro Chosho 
Deputy Director 
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Office of Health Policy on Newly Developed 
Foods 
Standards and Evaluation Division 
Department of Food Safety 
Ministry of Health, Labour and Welfare 
Fax:  +81 3 3503 7965 
E-mail:  codexj@mhlw.go.jp 
 
Ms. Noriko Uesugi 
Deputy Director, Labelling and Standards Division 
Food Safety and Consumer Affairs Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1, Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-8950, JAPAN 
Tel.:  +81 3 3501 3727 
Fax:  +81 3 3502 0594 
E-mail:  noriko_uesugi@nm.maff.go.jp 
 
MALAYSIA/MALAISIE/MALASIA 
 
Ms. Sharizat Ahmad 
Principal Assistant Director 
Codex and International Affairs Section 
Food Safety & Quality Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
Level 3, Block E7, Precinct 1 
Federal Government Administrative Centre 
62590 Putrajaya, MALAYSIA 
Tel.: +603 8883 3517 
Fax: +603 8889 3815 
E-mail:  malaysia_codex@yahoo.com 
E-mail:  sharizat02@yahoo.com 
 
MEXICO/MEXIQUE/MÉXICO 
 
Carlos Berzunza Sánchez 
(Codex Contact Point for Mexico) 
Director de Normalización Internacional 
Dirección General de Normas (DGN) 
Secretaria de Economia (SE) 
Av. Puente de Tecamachalco 6, Lomas de 
Tecamachalco, Sección Fuentes 
Naucalpan, Estado de México 53950, MÉXICO 
Tel.:  +52 55 57 29 94 80 
Fax:  +52 55 55 20 97 15 
E-mail:  codexmex@economia.gob.mx 
 
PERU 
 
Sr. Rolando Piskulish 
Fax.:  +51 01 441 1639 
E-mail:  codex@digesa.minsa.gob.pe 
 

 
PHILIPPINES/FILIPINAS 
 
Gilberto F. Layese 
Director 
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Product 
Department of Agriculture 
Elliptical Road, Diliman 
Quezon City 1128, PHILIPPINES 
Tel.:  +63 2 920 6132 
Fax:  +63 2 920 6134 
E-mail:  bafps@yahoo.com 
 
Israel Dela Cruz 
Science Research Specialist 
Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries Product 
Department of Agriculture 
Elliptical Road, Diliman 
Quezon City 1128, PHILIPPINES 
Tel.:  +63 2 920 6131 
Fax:  +63 2 920 6134 
E-mail:  bafps@yahoo.com 
E-mail:  iqdelacruz@gmail.com 
 
SWEDEN/SUEDE/SUECIA 
 
Mrs. Birgitta Lund 
Principal Administrative Officer 
National Food Administration 
Food Standards Department 
Box 622 
SE-751 26 Uppsala, SWEDEN 
Tel.:  +46 18 17 56 76 
Fax:  +46 18 10 58 48 
E-mail: birgitta.lund@slv.se 
 
SWITZERLAND/SUISSE/SUIZA 
 
Ms. Christine Mueller 
Quality and Sales Promotion Section 
Federal Office for Agriculture FOAG 
Federal Department for Economic Affairs FDEA 
Mattenhofstrasse 5 
CH-3003 Bern, SWITZERLAND 
Tel.:  +41 31 325 15 63 
Fax:  +41 31 322 26 34 
E-mail:  christine.mueller@blw.admin.ch 
Web:  www.blw.admin.ch 
 
Mr. Philippe Pittet 
Assistant Vice-President 
Deputy Head CT - Regulatory Affairs 
Nestec SA 
55 avenue Nestlé 
CH-1800 Vevey, SWITZERLAND 
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Tel.:  +41 21 924 42 64 
Fax:  +41 21 924 45 47 
Mobile:  +41 79 205 2943 
E-mail:  philippe.pittet@nestle.com 
 
 
THAILAND/THAILANDE/TAILANDIA 
 
Ms. Natsawan Choeysakul 
Standards Officer 
Office of Commodity and System Standards 
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and 
Food Standards 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Rajdamneon Nok Ave. Phra Nakorn 
Bangkok 10200, THAILAND 
Tel.:  +66 2 283 1600, ext. 1180-1181 
Fax:  +66 2 280 3899; +66 2 283 1669 
E-mail:  natsawannc@hotmail.com 
E-mail:  codex@acfs.go.th 
 
Miss Panpilad Saikaew 
pls_pilad@hotmail.com 
 
 
UNITED KINGDOM/ROYAUME-UNI 
REINO UNIDO 
 
Dr. Jane Ince 
Senior Scientific Officer 
Food Labelling and Marketing Terms Branch 
The Food Standards Agency 
Room 115B, Aviation House 
125 Kingsway 
London WC2B 6NH, UNITED KINGDOM 
Tel.:  +44 (0) 20 7276 8172 
Fax:  +44 (0) 20 7276 8193 
E-mail:  jane.ince@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 
 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETATS-UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 
 
Barbara Schneeman, Ph.D. 
Director, Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling 
and Dietary Supplements 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
(CFSAN) 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (HFS-800) 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
College Park, MD 20816, U.S.A. 
Tel.:  (301) 436-2373 
Fax:  (301) 436-2639 
E-mail:  barbara.schneeman@fda.hhs.gov 

 
Ritu Nalubola, Ph.D. 
Food Labeling and Standards Staff 
Office of Nutritional Products, Labeling, and 
Dietary Supplements 
Centre for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
(CFSAN) 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (HFS-820) 
5100 Paint Branch Parkway 
College Park, MD 20816, U.S.A. 
Tel.:  (301) 436-1432 
Fax:  (301) 436-2636 
E-mail:  ritu.nalubola@fda.hhs.gov 
 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION/ 
COMMISSION EUROPEENNE/ 
COMISSION EUROPEA 
 
Ms Helen Lee 
Health and Consumer Protection Directorate-
General 
Unit E4 – Food law, nutrition and labelling 
Office B 232 8/48 
B-1049 
Bruxelles 
Tel.: +32 (0)2 299 8668 
Fax:  +32 (0)2 296 0951 
E-mail: Helen.Lee@ec.europa.eu 
 
 
 
CONFEDERATION OF THE FOOD AND 
DRINK INDUSTRIES OF THE 
EU/CONFÉDÉRATION DES INDUSTRIES 
AGRO-ALIMENTAIRES DE L'UE (CIAA) 
 
Ms. Clara Thompson 
Confederation of the Food and Drink Industries of 
the EU (CIAA) 
43 Avenue des Arts 
B-1040 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Tel.:  +32 2 500 87 50 
Fax:  +32 2 508 10 21 
E-mail:  c.thompson@ciaa.eu 
 
Ms. Elena Cogalniceanu 
Manager, Consumer Information, Diet and Health 
Confederation of the Food and Drink Industries of 
the EU (CIAA) 
43 Avenue des Arts 
B-1040 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Tel.:  +32 2 500 87 55 
Fax:  +32 2 511 29 05 
E-mail:  e.cogalniceanu@ciaa.eu 
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INTERNATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
BEVERAGES ASSOCIATIONS (ICBA) 
 
Ms. Helen Falco 
Adviser 
International Council of Beverages Associations 
(ICBA) 
Fax :  (404) 598-4344 
E-mail:  hefalco@na.ko.com 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL DAIRY FEDERATION 
(IDF) / FÉDERATION INTERNATIONALE 
DE LAITERIE / FEDERACION 
INTERNACIONAL DE LECHERIA 
 
Ms. Cary Frye 
Vice President of Regulatory Affairs 
International Dairy Foods Association (IDFA) 
1250 H Street, NW, Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20005, U.S.A. 
Tel.:  (202) 220-3543 
Fax:  (202) 331-7820 
E-mail:  cfrye@idfa.org 
 
Dr. Réjean Bouchard 
Assistant Director, Policy and Dairy Production 
Dairy Farmers of Canada 
75 Albert Street, Suite 1101 
Ottawa, Ontario K1P 5E7, CANADA 
Tel.:  (613) 236-9997 
Fax:  (613) 236-0905 
E-mail:  rejeanb@dfc-plc.ca 
 
Mr. Jörg Seifert 
Technical Director 
International Dairy Federation 
Diamant  Building,  
80, Boulevard Auguste Reyers 
1030 Brussels, BELGIUM 
Tel.:  +32 2 706 86 43 
Fax:  +32 2 733 04 13 
E-mail :  JSeifert@fil-idf.org 
 
 
INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCERS (IFAP) 
 
Fabienne Derrien 
Policy Officer – Health and Research 
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ANNEX II 

 
PROJECT DOCUMENT 

 
Development of Horizontal Labelling Guidelines for the use of Modified Standardized 

Name of the Food for Foods with Modifications from a Compositional  Standard for the 
Purpose of Nutrition Claims  

 
Purpose and scope of the proposed work 
 
To provide further guidance and develop horizontal labelling guidelines based on current 
Codex principles for the use of descriptive modified standardized names for foods that have 
been modified from the standard for the purpose of nutrition claims (specifically nutrient 
content claims and comparative claims) consistent with the Codex Guidelines for Use of 
Nutrition and Health Claims (CAC/GL 23-1997, Rev. 1-2004). The proposed work supports 
the objects of the Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity, and Health (the Global Strategy) 
and was identified as a proposed action in the Draft Action Plan for Implementation of the 
Global Strategy on Diet, Physical Activity and Health, as distributed in CL 2006/44-CAC.  
The aim is to ensure that consumers are not misled about the nature of the food to be 
consistent with other work being done by Global Strategy. 
 
The scope of the work would be limited to an amendment to the General Standard for the 
Labelling of Prepackaged Foods, Codex Stan 1-1985 (Rev. 1-1999), Section 4.1 (the Name 
of the Food) to provide conditions for the use of modified standardized names for foods with 
modifications from a compositional standard for the purpose of nutrition claims.  
 
Relevance and timeliness 
 
There are currently numerous developments in the area of intentional modification of foods 
to enhance their nutritional attributes. The Global Strategy encourages initiatives by the food 
industry to introduce innovative, healthy, and nutritious foods and to provide clear consistent 
labelling that is truthful and helps consumers make informed and healthy choices.  Consistent 
with the Global Strategy, there is an increasing interest in healthier food choices.  More and 
more, foods are being formulated with nutritional modifications while maintaining the 
essential characteristics, such as taste, texture, and physical properties of the standardized 
food, and, frequently, including the standardized name in the name of the food.  
 
The main aspect to be covered 
 
It is proposed that the new work would include development of horizontal labelling 
guidelines for the use of descriptive modified names for nutritionally modified standardized 
food through an amendment to Section 4.1 (The Name of the Food) in the Codex General 
Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods, to add a new subsection that provides the 
conditions for using  
a modified standardized name on a food that has been nutritionally modified from the 
standard for the purpose of making a nutrition claim. 
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Assessment against the criteria applicable to general subjects as contained in the 
Criteria for the establishment of work priorities. 
 
The proposal is consistent with: 
 
General Criterion 
Consumer protection from the point of view of health, food safety, ensuring fair practices in 
the food trade and taking into account the identified needs of developing countries. 
 
The proposed new work will provide additional guidance to countries when dealing with the 
naming of nutritionally modified standardized foods to ensure fair practices in the food trade.  
 
 
Criteria applicable to general subjects 
a. Diversification of national legislations and apparent resultant or potential  
   impediments to international trade. 
 
This new work will provide guidance to countries when developing their own labelling 
approach to address such products. When applied internationally, this new proposed work 
may assist in providing a harmonized approach. 
 
c. Work already undertaken by other international organizations in this field 
    and/or suggested by the relevant international intergovernmental body(ies). 
 
There is no other international organization that has undertaken international standard setting 
activities for food labelling and in particular the development of horizontal labelling 
guidelines for descriptive modified standardized names for foods with modifications from a 
standard for the purpose of nutrition claims.  
 
Relevance to Codex Strategic Objectives 
 
This proposal is consistent with the following strategic goals presented in the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission Strategic Plan 2008-2013: 
 

• Promoting Sound Regulatory Framework; 
• Strengthening Codex Work-Management Capabilities 
• Promoting Maximum and Effective Participation of Members 

 
Information on the relation between the proposal and other existing Codex documents 
 
 
The proposed work will not duplicate existing Codex documents, but rather complements and 
enhances the Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Pre-packaged Foods so the 
standard address new innovative products.  
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There will be a need to ensure consistency and links, as appropriate, with other Codex 
standards, such as the General Standard for the Use of Dairy Terms and with other work 
being undertaken by Codex on the implementation of the Global Strategy. 
 
Identification of any requirements for and availability of expert scientific advice 
 
There may be a need to consult other relevant Codex Committees (e.g. Codex Committee on 
Nutrition and Foods for Special Dietary Uses, other commodity committees).   
 
Identification of any need for technical input to the standard from external bodies that 
this can be planned for 
 
Coordination with FAO and WHO may be required, as appropriate.  
 
The proposed timeline for completion of the new work, including the start date, the 
proposed end date for adoption at Step 5 and the proposed date for adoption by the 
Commission; 
 
It is expected that the proposed work will be at: 
 
Step 5: 2009/2010 
Step 8: 2011 
 


