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COMMENTS AT STEP 6

The following comments have been received from Kingdom of Morocco, European Community in
response to CL 2001/4-FO and CL 2002/49-FO.

MOROCCO

I am pleased to inform you that the assessment of the revised draft standards for olive oils and olive
pomace oils set down for the 18th session of the Codex committee on fats and oils (CL 2002/49-FO)
has given rise to the following observations from Morocco:

- The footnote at the bottom of the page (at sections 3.3, 3.4 and 3.5) should not be there as it
cannot be justified.

- The dispositions on the levels of fatty acids must be squared with the standard set by the
International Council on Edible Oils. Effectively the quantity of linolenic acid (C 18:3) is fixed by
the Council’s standard at between 0 and 1% and not between 0 and 0.9% as indicated in the new
Codex draft standard.

Consequently Morocco proposes to:

1. Cut out the footnote at the base of page 1 of the draft standard.
2. Fix the component level of linolenic acid at between 0 and 1%.

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY

The European Community would like to present the following additional comments:

Point 5. Contaminants
Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAH) can be formed during certain drying processes used in the
production of olive pomace oils. The use of processes which promote the formation of PAH, such as those
where there is direct contact of combustion products with the oil, should be avoided.  This responds to the
advice of the European Commission’s Scientific Committee on Food given in its opinion adopted on 4
December 2002.


