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1. The 27™ session of the Codex Committee on General Principles (CCGP) agreed to establish an
electronic working group (EWG)l chaired by Canada and working in English only, open to all members
and observers with the following mandate:

Reaffirming the commitment to collaboration in the development of standards of mutual interest,
respecting the mandates and procedures of Codex Alimentarius and OIE, including a commitment to
an open, transparent and inclusive process, the working group will propose guidance to better take
into account relevant work that has been undertaken or is in progress by each organization and
identify means to consistently reference each other’s standards and guidance, as appropriate.

2. On September 12, 2012, the chair circulated an invitation via the Codex Secretariat requesting member
governments and observers to submit contact particulars if they were interested in participating in the
electronic working group (eWG). The deadline for submission of participants’ names was October 19,
2012. The eWG participants list is attached as Annex A.

3. On November 19, 2012, a table identifying a number of Codex documents that reference the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) document was circulated. A request for comments on the following
questions was also circulated:

a) Are there additional texts relevant to both the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) and OIE
that could be included in the table?

b) Is there current work in progress by the CAC that would be relevant to both organizations?

¢) In your opinion, do the current work arrangements enable both organizations to engage
effectively on work relevant to them?

d) Do you have any recommendations for improving (a) work procedures; and (b) consistent cross-
referencing to each other’s standards, where relevant?

4. The deadline for submission of input was January 04, 2013. Comments were subsequently received
from 17 member governments and five observer organizations. The input identified additional Codex
Committee references, texts which may be relevant to OIE and OIE documents that reference Codex
which were used to update a comprehensive list of cross-referencing documents.

5. Taking into account input provided, proposed recommendations were identified and broadly categorized
under three proposed themes:

a) Adoption of formal structure for collaboration to increase consistency
b) Increased transparency through improved communication
c) Strengthen collaboration at national level
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6. On February 20, 2013, the updated table and proposed themes and recommendations were circulated to
the eWG participants with a deadline for comments by March 13, 2013. Comments on the proposed
themes and recommendations were received from 14 member governments and 4 observer
organizations.

7. Based on these comments received, a first draft of the proposed guidance document was prepared and
circulated to the eWG participants on April 24, 2013 with a deadline for comments by May 17, 2013.
Comments were received from nine member governments and four observer organizations.

8. OnJuly 19, 2013, based on comments received, a second draft of the proposed guidance document was
circulated with a deadline for comments by September 18, 2013. Comments were received from nine
member governments and four observer organizations.

9. Athird draft of the proposed guidance document was subsequently developed for forwarding to Rome for
circulation to all Codex members and observers which takes into account comments received.

10. A compilation of all written comments from the four rounds is being circulated as a separate document.

11. The eWG members noted that the “farm-to-fork” approach, as well as the concept of “One Health” is
imperative in development of standards relevant to the entire food production chain. Thus, collaboration
between OIE and CAC is critical since developing on-farm standards and maintaining the health status of
animal populations (OIE mandate) and developing standards related to safe foods (CAC mandate),
would result in a higher level of consumer protection.

12. The eWG noted that the current guidelines provide a framework for effective collaboration and
communication between Codex and OIE. They include:

e Guideline on Cooperation between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and Intergovernmental
Organizations in the Elaboration of Standards and Related Texts (CAC Procedural Manual Section )

e Criteria for Establishment of Standards and Related Texts (CAC Procedural Manual Section II)

e Procedures for the Elaboration of Codex Standards and Related Texts — Part 2. Critical Review

13. Although the eWG members recognized the existence of current guidelines, which provide a basis for
collaboration, the eWG noted the need for enhancing the effectiveness of the existing guidelines and
identifying practical measures which promote cooperation between Codex and OIE, within the respective
rules and procedures of both organizations.

14. The eWG noted that the differences in the mandates, priorities and operating procedures between the
two organizations would make it difficult to develop joint standards in an efficient manner; however,
stronger coordination on work undertaken by the two organizations, increased consistency and
transparency through various measures, would result in enhanced effectiveness of collaboration between
the CAC and the OIE.

15. As a result, the eWG has:

e Identified a number of documents that reference Codex and/or OIE and developed a comprehensive
list of cross-referencing documents. This list is being circulated as a separate document.
e Developed a guidance document (Annex B) that contains recommended measures that may be
utilized to foster on-going collaboration between the two organizations focusing on three key themes:
o Theme A: Adoption of systematic procedures for cross-referencing to increase consistency
o Theme B: Enhancing processes to identify joint priorities in areas of common interests and
improving transparency through information sharing and recognition of best practices in
communications and collaboration
o Theme C: Strengthen collaboration at the national and regional level.

16. Attached as Annex B is the Proposed Draft Guidance Document for Codex/OIE Cooperation for
consideration at a physical working group meeting by the 28" Session of the CCGP.
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ANNEX A

ELECTRONIC WORKING GROUP ON CODEX/OIE COOPERATION

List of Participants

Chair (Canada)

Nancy ING

Regulatory Policy and Risk Management Specialist

Office of the Codex Contact Point for Canada
Food Directorate

Health Canada

Email: nancy.ing@hc-sc.gc.ca

Argentina

Email : codex@minagri.gob.ar

Ing. Gabriela CATALANI
Email: gcatal@minagri.gob.ar

Australia

Ann BACKHOUSE

Director

Codex International Standards
Food Division

Department of Agriculture

Email: ann.backhouse @daff.gov.au
Email: codex.contact@daff.gov.au

Canada

Bertrand GAGNON

Deputy Director

International Standard Setting

Canadian Food Inspection Agency

Email: Bertrand.Gagnon@inspection.gc.ca

Croatia

Visnja PAPAC

State Veterinary Inspector for Infectious Diseases
Ministry of Agriculture

Veterinary Department

Croatia, Europa

Email: visnja.papac@mps.hr

Denmark

Jytte KIARGAARD
Head of Section
International coordination

Email: jk@fvst.dk

Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries
Danish Veterinary and Food Administration

Egypt

Ms. Reda Mohamed SAYED
Agronomist

Food Standards Specialist (EOS)
Email: reda_ nn_mm@yahoo.com

European Union

Ms. Eva Maria Zamora ESCRIBANO
European Commission

Health and Consumers Directorate-General
Brussels - Belgium

Email: eva-maria.zamora-
escribano@ec.europa.eu

Mr. Risto HOLMA

European Commission

Health and Consumers Directorate-General
Brussels - Belgium

Email : risto.holma@ec.europa.eu

France

Dr. Nicolas PONCON

Adjoint au chef du bureau des négociations
européennes et multilatérales

Direction Générale de I'Alimentation

Ministere de I'agriculture, de I'agroalimentaire et
de la forét

Email: nicolas.poncon@agriculture.gouv.fr

Ms. Claire SERVOZ

Adjointe au Chef du bureau de la qualité et de la
valorisation des denrées alimentaires

Direction Générale de la Concurrence de la
Consommation et de la Répression des Fraudes
Email: claire.servoz@dgccrf.finances.gouv.fr

Germany

Mr. Niklas Schulze ICKING

Bundesministerium fir Ernahrung, Landwirtschaft
und Verbraucherschutz (BMELV)

Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and
Consumer Protection
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Email: niklas.schulze-icking@bmelv.bund.de

Ghana

Dr. Bashiru Boi KIKIMOTO
Veterinary Public Health
Veterinary Services Directorate
Ministry of Food and Agriculture
Email: boikikimoto@yahoo.com
Email: codex@gsa.gov.gh

Japan

Mr. Eiichi YOKOTA

Assistant Director

Department of Food Safety, Ministry of Health,
Labour and Welfare
Email:codexj@mhlw.go.jp

Mr. Yamato ATAGI

Deputy Director

Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division Food
Safety and Consumer Affairs

Bureau Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries

Email: yamato atagi@nm.maff.go.jp

Email: codex_maff@nm.maff.go.jp

Ms. Akemi KAMAKAWA

Deputy Director

Food Safety and Consumer Policy Division Food
Safety and Consumer Affairs

Bureau Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and
Fisheries

Email: akemi_kamakawa@nm.maff.go.jp

Malaysia

Ms. Noraini Ab. WAHAB
Principal Assistant Director
Standard and Codex Branch
Food Safety and Quality Division
Ministry of Health Malaysia
Email: norawahab@moh.gov.my

Ms. Ezlin Abdul KHALID

Assistant Director

Standard and Codex B ranch

Food Safety and Quality Division
Ministry of Health Malaysia

Email: ezlin@moh.gov.my

Email: ccp_malaysia@moh.gov.my

Mauritius

Mrs. B.R. KUREEMUN
Divisional Scientific Officer
M/Agro-Industry &Food Security
Email: bkureemun@mail.gov.mu

Mr. S.K. SOHUN
Chief Health Inspector
M/ of Health &Quality of Life

Email: skssohun@yahoo.com

Dr. S. NEELIAH

Senior Scientific Officer

M/ Agro-Industry & Food Security,
Email: sneeliah@mail.gov.mu

Mexico

Montserrat Arroyo KURIBRENA

Directora de Importaciones y Exportaciones
Servicio Nacional de Sanidad, Inocuidad y Calidad
Agroalimentaria, SENASICA

Secretaria de Agricultura, SAGARPA

Email: montserrat.arroyo@senasica.gob.mx

Michelle Vizueth CHAVEZ

Subdirectora para la Atencion del Codex
Alimentarius y otros Organismos
Direccion General de Normas
Secretaria de Economia

Email: codexmex@economia.gob.mx

The Netherlands

Ludo W.A. VISCHER

Ministry of Economic Affairs, Agriculture and
Innovation,

Animal Agri Chains and Animal Welfare
Department

The Netherlands

Email: L.w.a.vischer@mineleni.nl

New Zealand

Mr. Raj RAJASEKAR

Senior Programme Manager (Codex)
Ministry for Primary Industries

Email: Raj.rajasekar@mpi.govt.nz

Mr. Steve HATHAWAY
Director Science & Risk Assessment
Email: steve.hathaway@mpi.govt.nz

Mr. Greg ZEMKE-SMITH

Principal Adviser- International Standards
Coordination

Ministry for Primary Industries

Email: Greg.Zemke-Smith@mpi.govt.nz

Nigeria

Dr. Ademola MAJASAN

Deputy Director

National Codex Committee

Email: demmyjash@yahoo.com
Email: codexng@sononline.org
Email: bob_king george@yahoo.com

Norway

Mrs. Vigdis Veum MOELLERSEN
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Senior Advisor

Norwegian Food Safety Authority
Head Office

Email: visvm@mattilsynet.no

Panama

Dra. Vielka Cedefio DE BALABARCA

Médico Veterinaria

Departamento de Proteccion de Alimentos del
Ministerio de Salud

Inspector Nacional de Plantas

Email: dravielkax30@hotmail.com

St.Vincent and the Grenadines

Dr. Lucille GRANT
Fisheries Division
Email: lucillesvg@yahoo.com

Spain

Biological Risk Management and Veterinary
Legislation Department
Email: riesgosbiologicos@msssi.es

Sweden

Ms. Carmina IONESCU

Codex Coordinator

Swedish National Food Agency
Tel. +46 18 17 56 01

Email: caio@slv.se

Mrs. Viveka LARSSON

Senior Veterinary Officer
Swedish National Food Agency
Tel. +46 18 17 55 88

Email: bvila@slv.se

Thailand

Mr. Pisan PONGSAPITCH

Director of Office of Standard Development
National Bureau of Agricultural Commodity and
Food Standards (ACFS)

Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives

Email: pisan@acfs.go.th; codex@acfs.go.th

Tunisia

Madame Mélika HERMASSI BELGACEM
Director of Quality, Food Safety and Environment
Permanent Secretary of Tunisian Codex
Committee

Technical Centre for Agri-Food

Email: codextunisie@topnet.tn

United States

Mary Frances LOWE
U.S. Codex Manager

Food Safety and Inspection Service
USDA

Email: MaryFrances.Lowe@fsis.usda.gov
Email: Barbara.McNiff@fsis.usda.gov

Uruguay

Lic. Eleonora BALSERINI

Unidad de Asuntos Internacionales
Ministerio de Ganaderia, Agricultra y Pesca
Email: ebalserini@mgap.gub.uy
uai@mgap.gub.uy

Montevideo - Uruguay

Codex Contact Point for Uruguay
Email: codex@latu.org.uy

European Food Law Association

Mr. Xavier LAVIGNE

Email: secretariat@efla-aeda.org

International Council of Grocery Manufacturer
Associations

Carmen STACY

ICGMA Secretariat

GMA Director, Codex and International Policy
Email: cstacy@gmaonline.org

International Dairy Federation

Mr. Joerg SEIFERT

Technical Director

International Dairy Federation (IDF)
Brussels

Belgium

Email: JSeifert@fil-idf.org

International Eqg Commission

Dr. Vincent GUYONNET

Scientific Advisor

The International Egg Commission
Email: vincent@internationalegg.com

International Federation of Animal Health

Olivier ESPEISSE
Email: espeisse olivier@elanco.com
Email: ifah@ifahsec.org

Barbara FREISCHEM

Executive Director

International Federation for Animal Health, AISBL
Email: ifahexecutivedirector@ifahsec.org

OlE

Dr. Gillian MYLREA

Deputy Head, Department of International Trade
OIE World Organisation for Animal Health

Paris, France
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Email: g.mylrea@oie.int

Sarah KAHN
Email: s.kahn@oie.int

Derek BELTON

Head, International Trade Department

World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Paris
Email: d.belton@oie.int

SSAFE

Dr. Jean VIGNAL

NESTEC Corporate Regulatory and Scientific
Affairs

Legislation on Food Chain Safety

Email: Jean.Vignal@nestle.com
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ANNEX B

Proposed Draft Guidance Document for Codex/OIE Cooperation

Recommended measures to promote collaboration between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and
World Organization for Animal Health

Introduction

The members of the Codex Alimentarius Commission (CAC) and the World Organisation for Animal Health
(OIE) recognize the need for continuous collaboration with each other as both organizations address areas of
mutual interest relating to food safety along the farm to fork/food production continuum. These guidelines
establish mechanisms that may be utilized to foster on-going collaboration between the two organizations and
their members at the national and regional level. This guidance should be read in conjunction with the
“Agreements between the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO)/the World Health
Organization (WHO) and the Office International des Epizooties (OIE)” , the “Guidelines on Cooperation
between the Codex Alimentarius Commission and International Intergovernmental Organizations in the
Elaboration of Standards and Related Texts and the Organic Rules of the Office International des Epizooties].

Recommended Measures

The following measures are recommended to promote collaboration between the CAC and OIE. The
measures have been grouped under three themes. Once implemented and maintained, these measures
should support strengthened collaboration between the two organizations.

Theme A — Adoption of Systematic Procedures for Cross-Referencing to Increase Consistency

1. CAC and OIE should adopt a consistent systematic cross-referencing process for relevant
Codex/OIE texts which involves referencing formats and regular updates as necessary.
Recommended Referencing Format:

a. Codex Documents:
CAC Reference Number. Title of the standard/guideline/text.

Example: CAC/GL 78-2011. Guidelines for the Control of Campylobacter and Salmonella in
Chicken Meat.

Example: CAC/RCP 58-2005. Code of Hygienic Practice Meat.

b. OIE Documents:
For OIE Codes: Title of the Code (Year). Chapter Number. Chapter Title. and Article Number
and Title (where relevant).

Example: Terrestrial Animal Health Code (2012). Chapter 5.3. OIE procedures relevant to
the Agreement on the Application of Sanitary and Phytosanitary Measures of the World
Trade Organization. Article 5.3.2. Introduction on the judgement of the equivalence of
sanitary measures.

For OIE Manuals: Title of the Manual (Year). Chapter Number. Chapter Title.

Example: Manual of Diagnostic Tests for Aquatic Animal (2012). Chapter 2.3.5. Infectious
Salmon Anaemia.

2. CAC and OIE should post a list of areas of mutual interest (e.g. standards, guidelines and texts) on
their respective websites.

Theme B — Enhancing Processes to Identify Joint Priorities in Areas of Common Interest and
Improving Transparency through Information Sharing and Recognition of Best Practices in
Communication and Collaboration
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3. CAC and OIE will continue information sharing exchanges to identify areas of mutual interest and
share work program priorities. CAC and OIE are encouraged to:

a. Hold joint meetings annually, between the Chairperson of the CAC and the Director General
of OIE, or their respective designate, to consult each other on the identification and
maintenance of a list of:

i. common priorites and work plans and common respective definitions, as
appropriate, in relation to proposed new work for the respective organizations that
would require collaboration/consultation; and

ii. standards, guidelines and texts of mutual interest which may require input from the
other organization.

b. Continue to hold joint-secretariat meetings annually to:

i. share information (i.e. reports on issues of interest to the other organization,
standards and recommendations);

ii. provide input, based on the role and technical expertise from the respective
organizations, on agenda items where subjects of common interest require a
coordinated approach; and

iii. provide updates of activities undertaken by each organization as part of a standing
agenda item at meetings at all levels.

c. Ensure each organization reviews the other's work on common or interrelated issues to
ensure that standards of common interest are developed in consultation with each other,
where appropriate.

i. Encourage the Chairs of subsidiary bodies to identify and seek input on identified
areas of mutual interest.

d. Make reports available from one organization to the other organization through circulation at
respective meetings and links to each other’s websites.

e. Host workshops/joint sessions in conjunction with meetings of the CAC, its subsidiary bodies
or as opportunities arise, when requested by Codex or OIE members, on educating
members on issues such as priorities, mandate and working procedures of the
organizations.

f. Develop criteria for selecting representatives to attend each other’'s meetings.

g. Include joint representation of CAC and OIE experts, along with the WTO SPS Secretariat, at
capacity building workshops, where appropriate.

Theme C - Strengthen Collaboration at the National and Regional Level

4. The CAC and OIE encourage member governments to strengthen collaboration at the national and
regional level by promoting dialogue between their Codex Contact Point and the appropriate OIE
focal point in their jurisdiction and through national and regional level working groups/subcommittee
meetings. This will enable enhanced understanding and collaboration on the management of risks
for the farm to fork/food production continuum approach.

5. Member governments are also encouraged to share information and coordinate and align national
positions on issues of common interest (e.g. relevant texts under development by each organization)
between national and regional Codex and OIE representatives through deliberate dialogue (e.g. joint
meetings and forums).



