codex alimentarius commission

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE
ORGANIZATION
OF THE UNITED NATIONS

JOINT OFFICE: Viale delle Terme di Caracalla 00100 ROME Tel: 39 06 57051 www.codexalimentarius.net Email: codex @ fao.org Facsimile: 39 06 5705 4593
Agenda Item 13 CX/PR 06/38/12
February 2006

JOINT FAO/WHO FOOD STANDARDS PROGRAMME

CODEX COMMITTEE ON PESTICIDE RESIDUES
Thirty-eighth Session
Hotel Vila Galé, Fortaleza, Brazil, 3 - 8 April 2006

PROPOSED DRAFT AMENDMENT TO THE CODEX MRL ELABORATION PROCEDURE (IN
RELATION TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF INTERIM MRLYS)

Prepared by the Joint FAO/WHO Secretariat, Chairperson and the Codex Secretariat

BACKGROUND

1. At several Sessions, the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues (CCPR) discussed methods to
accelerate the MRL-setting process for new pesticides. At its 37" Session (The Hague, The Netherlands,
April 2005) the CCPR had a lengthy debate on a Pilot Project for the Examination of National MRLs as
Interim Codex MRLs for Safer Replacement Pesticides (ALINORM 05/28/24, paras 189-203). While some
delegations supported the process of elaboration of Interim MRLs, some other delegations questioned the
necessity of the establishment of Interim MRLs and the status of Interim MRLs within Codex. This pilot
project will be evaluated at the 38™ Session (Fortaleza, Brazil, 2006, see Agenda Item 12).

2. The JMPR Secretariat pointed out, that extensive use of the Interim MRLs might severely curtail the
JMPR, as interim MRLs should be reviewed within 4 years. Moreover would the interim process would
introduce inconsistencies in the Codex process especially with regard independent and international review
of data. To mitigate the problems with Interim MRLs, the Secretariat suggested at the last Session to use the
recommended JMPR MRLs as the Interim (or Temporary) MRLs. Several delegations supported this
proposal. It was indicated that in this case there will be no conflict with the separation of risk assessment
and risk management and that there will be a possibility to comment and adjust MRLs which will also be
adopted at Step 5. The Committee agreed that the JMPR and the Codex Secretariat with assistance of the
Chairperson would prepare a document for consideration at the next Session with the understanding that
Interim or Temporary MRLs will also follow the currently established Codex Step Procedure and will be
adopted at Step 5.

3. The Procedure proposed below might be changed depending on the outcome of discussions on the
evaluation of the Pilot Project.

4. PROPOSED PROCEDURE
4.1 Recommended JMPR MRLs are discussed at step 3 at the Session.

4.2 The standard MRLs elaboration procedure is that, unless there are objections from member states,
the proposed MRLs are forwarded to the Codex Alimentarius Commission for adoption at Step 5.
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4.3 One year later, normally CCPR discusses these proposed MRLs again at Step 7 and usually, when
there are no intake concerns or other objections, the proposals are adopted at Step 8 at the next Session of the
CAC to become CXLs.

4.4 However, since there are in practice frequent objections, the procedure usually takes several years
until final adoption of some MRLs as CXLs.

4.5 In order to have a speedy establishment of MRLs within the Codex system, it is now suggested that
all new MRLs recommended by JMPR are discussed at Step 3 at the CCPR meeting following the JMPR
evaluation, and if no intake or other legitimate concerns are raised, the recommended JMPR MRLs are then
forward directly to the Codex Alimentarius Commission for adoption at Step 5/8 as Interim/Temporary
MRLs

4.6 These MRLs proposals also continue to follow the standard Codex Step elaboration Procedure, i.e.
they will be discussed again at the subsequent CCPR meetings at Steps 4 or 7.

4.7 Recommendations for MRLs following the standard elaboration Procedure and adopted by the CAC
at Step 8 will replace the Interim/Temporary MRLs.

5. Codex Interim/Temporary MRLSs stay in existence for 5 years. If within this time frame it was not
replaced by a CXL, the temporary MRL is withdrawn.

6. The definition for such a Interim/Temporary MRL is: CXL (T):

The MRL is Interim/Temporary, until replaced by an MRL, established by following the Codex Step
Procedure.



