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Overview of Existing 

FAO and WHO resources on 

Water Quality and Safety



2|

Water source

Drinking Water

Wastewater

Recreational UseAgriculture, Aquaculture

Potable Reuse:
Guidance for Producing 
Safe Drinking-Water

Guidelines for Drinking-
water Quality

Guidelines for the safe 
use of wastewater, 
excreta and greywater

Sanitation Safety 
Planning

Water Safety Plan 
Manual

Protecting Surface 
Water for Health

Water Safety in 
Distribution 
Systems

Coastal and Fresh waters

Guidelines for Safe 
Recreational Water 
Environments

Surveillance and 
Control of Community 
Water Supplies

Quantitative Microbiological Risk Assessment
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Microbial aspects
(Chapters 7 and 11)

Chemical aspects
(Chapters 8 and 12)

Radiological aspects
(Chapter 9)

Acceptability aspects
(Chapter 10)

Water Safety Plans
(Chapter 4)

Water Utility

Surveillance
(Chapter 5)

Surveillance Agency

System 
assessment

Monitoring Management and 
communication

Health-based targets 
(Chapter 3)

National Regulatory Body 
Public health context 
and health outcomes

Specific Circumstances (Chapter 6)
Climate change, Rainwater harvesting, Desalination, Travellers, Emergencies, Buildings, 
Health-care facilities etc


