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SUBJECT: Distribution of the Report of the Fifth Session of the Codex Committee on Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems (ALINORM 97/30A) 

The report of the fifth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification Systems is attached. It will be considered by the Twenty-second Session of the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission in Geneva from 23-28 June 1997. 

MATTERS FOR ADOPTION BY  THE 22ND SESSION OF THE CODEX ALIMENTARIUS 
COMMISSION 

1. 	Draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems at Step 8; ALINORM 97/30A, paras. 8- 
11 and Appendix II. 

Governments wishing to propose amendments or to comment on the above Guidelines should 
do so in writing in conformity with the Guide to the Consideration of Standards at Step 8 of the 
Procedure for the Elaboration of Codex Standards Including Consideration of Any Statements Relating 
to Economic Impact (Codex Alimentarius Procedural Manual, Ninth Edition, pages 33-35) to the 
Chief, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme, FAO, Via delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 
Rome, Italy not later than 1 May 1997. 
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

The fifth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification 
Systems reached the following conclusions: 

MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION BY THE CODEX ALLMENTARIUS COMMISSION: 

Advanced draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of 
Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems to the Commission for 
adoption at Step 8, with the understanding that the Commission and the Legal Counsels of 
FAO and WHO would review the appropriateness of extending the Guidelines to regional 
economic groupings (paras. 8-11 and Appendix II); 

Discontinued the consideration of proposed draft Guidelines on the Principal Elements in 
an Electronic Documentation System (paras. 12-17); 

Discontinued the consideration of proposed draft Guidelines on the Application of the ISO 
9000 Series to Food Inspection and Certification Systems (paras. 18-21); 

Decided to make no proposal for amendment of the Principles for Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification already adopted by the Commission (paras. 30-34); 

Appended the Guidelines and Criteria for a Generic Official Certificate Format in order 
to facilitate Commission discussions as to the need for further consideration of this matter by 
the Committee (paras. 35-39 and Appendix In), and; 

Agreed that a discussion paper on issues related to the process of judgement of 
equivalence be prepared for circulation and comment prior to its next Session (para. 53). 

OTHER MATTERS OF INTEREST TO THE COMMISSION: 

Agreed to revise the proposed draft Guidelines for the Development of Agreements 
Regarding Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems for circulation 
and comment prior to the Committee's next Session (paras. 22-29); 

Agreed to further develop the discussion paper on Guidelines on Food Import Control 
Systems for consideration at its next Session (paras. 40-44); 

Decided to discuss a proposal concerning Rules Relating to the Production and Issue of 
Certificates at its next Session (para. 45); 

Decided not to pursue the consideration of Residue Management Initiatives in Codex 
(paras. 46-50), and; 

Noted that a proposal concerning the Development of a Data Base on Rejections of Foods 
could be independently developed for consideration at a future meeting (paras. 51-52). 
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INTRODUCTION AND OPENING OF THE SESSION (Agenda Item 1) 

The Fifth Session of the Codex Committee on Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification Systems was held in Sydney, Australia, from 17 to 21 February 1997, at the kind 
invitation of the Government of Australia. Mr. Digby Gascoine, Australia Quarantine and Inspection 
Service, chaired the Session. The meeting was attended by 201 participants from 47 Member 
countries, 1 observer country and 8 international organizations. A List of Participants is attached to 
this report as Appendix I. 

The Session was opened by Senator David Brownhill, Australian Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Trade and to the Minister for Primary Industry and Energy. Referring to Australia's 
continuous efforts to supply safe and quality foods to consumers, he emphasized the importance of 
Codex and regional economic groups in the harmonization process of food import and export 
inspection and certification. Mr. Gregory D. Orriss, Chief of the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme and Secretary of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, thanked the Government of 
Australia for its support in hosting the Committee and reiterated the increasingly important role of 
Codex under the World Trade Organization (WTO) Agreements on the Application of Sanitary and 
Phytosanitary Measures (SPS) and on Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT). 

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA (Agenda Item 2) 1  

The Committee adopted the Provisional Agenda as proposed. It agreed that a document 
regarding Residue Management Initiatives in Codex would be discussed under Other Business and 
Future Work (see paras. 46-50). 

The delegation of India noted that notwithstanding the useful work of CCFICS, the Committee 
should take the needs of developing countries into account in the elaboration of guidelines and 
standards, so that the necessary infrastructures to facilitate their implementation could be established. 

MATTERS REFERRED FROM CODEX COMMITTEES (Agenda Item 3)2  

The Committee noted that FAO and WHO had jointly convened an Expert Consultation on the 
Application of Risk Management to Food Safety Matters from 27-31 January 1997. The observer 
from Consumers International noted their desire to participate in expert Consultations and in this 
regard, informed the Committee that a document addressing various aspects of risk management 
issues was being prepared. 

On the subject of model certificates (see paras. 35-39), the delegation of Argentina informed 
the Committee that MERCOSUR countries had elaborated a model certificate for vegetables and were 
still working on certificates covering other commodities. The observer from the European 
Community informed the Committee that a directive concerning certification of animals and products 
of animal origin had been adopted in December 1996. The Committee was further advised that a draft 
model certificate in relation to dairy products was being prepared for consideration at the next session 
of the Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products. 

The Committee was encouraged to submit comments on the draft Code of Practice for the 
Quality Inspection and Certification of Fresh Fruits and Vegetables currently under development by 
the Codex Committee on Fresh Fruits and Vegetables (ALINORM 97/35, Appendix XI). 

CX/FICS 97/1-Corrigendum and comments from India (CRD 3). 
2 	CX/FICS 97/2 and comments from India (CRD 3) . 
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DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGN, OPERATION, ASSESSMENT AND 
ACCREDITATION OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION 
SYSTEMS AT STEP 7 (Agenda Item 4) 3  

The Guidelines had been adopted by the 43rd Session of the Executive Committee at Step 5. 4  
Comments were subsequently requested at Step 6 under CL 1996/28-FICS. 

The Committee reviewed the document and made the following substantial changes: 

The title of Section 1 was revised to "Objectives", and paragraphs 1 and 2 were combined and 
simplified. The Committee agreed to add a footnote to "countries" at its first mention in the text 
to indicate that the term also included regional economic groupings within the context of the 
Guidelines. This decision was taken with the understanding that the Commission and the Legal 
Counsels of FAO and WHO would review the appropriateness of extending the application of the 
Guidelines to regional economic groupings. 

A footnote incorporating paragraph 18 of the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection 
and Certification was added to indicate that importing countries should take the capabilities of 
developing countries into account. 

A statement was added to indicate that the expectations of consumers should be taken into account 
by governments when applying the Guidelines. The delegation of Malaysia indicated that the 
protection of consumers was already adequately covered in the Guidelines and the phrase 
"expectations of consumers" could be interpreted in different ways, and therefore, objected to this 
decision. 

Defmitions for Risk Analysis, Risk Assessment, Risk Management and Risk Communication were 
added to the Definitions section on the basis of definitions developed by the Codex Committee on 
General Principles . 5  

The Section concerning Risk Analysis was modified to indicate that the consistent and transparent 
application of risk analysis would enable inspection resources to be effectively targeted on hazards 
to public health. 

It was clarified that the term "inspection and certification" should be read as meaning "inspection 
and/or certification" at their first mention in the text. 

The Section concerning Equivalence was clarified to indicate that evaluations of inspection and 
certification systems carried out by importing countries should take account of exporting country 
evaluations performed by competent authorities or third party bodies recognized by the competent 
authority. 

The Sub-Section concerning Control Programmes and Operations was strengthened to indicate that 
official inspectors should be adequately trained in the application of the Hazard Analysis and 
Critical Control Point (HACCP) System and its assessment thereof. 

The Sub-Section concerning Decision Criteria and Action was revised to indicate that physical 
checks applied to imports should be based on the risk associated with the importation. 

3 	ALINORM 97/30, Appendix 3 and comments from Australia, Denmark, Malaysia, Norway, Thailand, the 
United Kingdom and the European Community (CX/FICS 97/3), the United Kingdom and the United States 
(CRD 1), the European Community (CRD 2), and India (CRD 3). 

4 	ALINORM 97/3, Paragraph 18 and Appendix 3. 
5 	ALINORM 97/33, Paragraph 21 and Appendix II1(b). 
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• The Sub-Section addressing Personnel was revised to indicate that official inspectors should be 
adequately trained and independent to ensure their impartiality. 

Status of the Draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 

The Committee advanced the revised text to Step 8 of the Codex procedure for consideration 
by the 22nd Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission. The complete text of the Guidelines is 
attached as Appendix II. 

The delegations of Malaysia and India expressed their reservations with this decision because 
in their view another round of comments was necessary to allow countries to study the implementation 
and long term implications of the Guidelines. The delegation of the United States expressed concerns 
on issues related to food safety versus food quality, the equivalency of inspection systems utilized by 
different countries, third party inspection and certification and the need for additional time to review 
and further consider the substantive changes made to the Guidelines. The delegations of China, 
Mexico, the Philippines and Consumers International also expressed their reservations to the 
advancement of the Guidelines. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON THE PRINCIPAL ELEMENTS IN AN ELECTRONIC 
DOCUMENTATION SYSTEM (Agenda Item 5) 6  

The delegation of Australia introduced the document, which had been revised in light of 
discussions at the 4th Session of CCFICS. 7  

While recognizing the advantages of electronic documentation systems and the usefulness of 
the document, some delegations expressed their concern that electronic documentation systems were 
not yet universally used and the economic and technological resources available in developing 
countries should be taken into account so that such systems could be introduced gradually. 

Other delegations noted that the document should more effectively address solutions to security 
issues and that technical difficulties might arise in a multilingual environment or when the destination 
of cargoes was changed after electronic documents had been issued. It was also noted that the legal 
status of electronic documentation differed from country to country. 

A question was raised as to the status of the document under the WTO Agreements, in relation 
to the possible title of the document, which had been proposed to be either a "Guideline" or 
"Information Note". The Committee was informed that the status of Codex documents under the 
WTO Agreements was discussed at the twelfth Session of the Codex Committee on General 
Principles ,8  where it was stated that "all types of Codex texts when applied to foods in international 
trade would be covered either by the definitions of international standards, guidelines and 
recommendations under SPS or the definition technical regulation or standard under TBT, and any 
qualification proposed to the texts within Codex could not alter their status under the WTO 
Agreements". 

Although several delegations supported further elaboration of the document, a number of 
delegations were of the opinion that further elaboration of the document as a Codex text would be 

6 	CX/FICS 97/4 and comments from the European Community (CRD 2) and India (CRD 3). 
7 	ALI:NORM 97/30, paragraphs 10-13. 
8 	ALINORM 97/33, paragraphs 25-32. 
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inappropriate in view of the concerns expressed above and the uncertainty about the status of the 
document under the WTO Agreements. 

Status of the Proposed Draft [Guideline/Information Note] on Export/Import Certification 
through Electronic Documentation Systems 

The Committee, thanking the delegation of Australia for its outstanding efforts, agreed that 
further elaboration of the document as an official Codex text be discontinued. The delegation of 
Australia indicated that after revision of the document in light of the comments received, it would be 
circulated as an independent Australian document to countries for information only. 

PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES ON I HE APPLICATION OF THE ISO 9000 SERIES TO 
FOOD INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 6) 9  

The delegation of France introduced the document which had been revised on the basis of 
discussions at the 4th Session of CCFICS 1° by expanding its scope to include other quality assurance 
systems than the ISO 9000 Series and by emphasizing the linkage between the HACCP system and 
other quality assurance systems, including the ISO 9000 Series. 

Several delegations noted that the document's emphasis still focused on the ISO 9000 Series. 
They suggested the discontinuation of work on this matter, as it was considered inappropriate for 
Codex to endorse a particular quality assurance system, and that food safety issues were satisfactorily 
addressed by adherence to good manufacturing practices and to HACCP principles, the guidelines for 
which had been already adopted by Codex. It was also noted that the application of the HACCP 
system adequately addressed the needs of the WTO SPS Agreement. 

Other delegations stated that taking account of the ISO 9000 Standards and other quality 
assurance systems was in line with the Draft Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and 
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 11  and would contribute 
to the efficient operation of official inspection services, and recalled that the development of guidelines 
for the utilization, as and when appropriate, of quality assurance systems in the context of inspection 
and certification was a part of the mandate of the Committee. They also stated that these systems 
would assist in increasing the confidence of consumers and could be implemented even in developing 
countries in some instances. 

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Taking into Account of Quality Assurance 
Systems, Particularly ISO 9000 Series Standards, by Official Systems for Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification 

The Committee, thanking the delegation of France for its outstanding efforts, agreed that the 
further elaboration of the document as an official Codex text be discontinued. The delegation of 
France indicated that after revision of the document in light of the comments received, it would be 
circulated as an independent French document to countries for information only. 

9 	CX/FICS 97/5 and comments from the European Community (CRD 2) and India (CRD 3). 
io 	AL1NORM 97/30, Paragraphs 14-18. 
11 	ALINORM 97/30A, Appendix II, Section 4. 
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PROPOSED DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR  THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGREEMENTS 
REGARDING FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION 
SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 7) 12  

The proposed draft Guidelines were prepared by the United States on the basis of discussions 
held at the 4th CCFICS. 13  

The United States indicated that the document provided practical guidance for governments 
desiring to enter into bilateral or multilateral agreements concerning food import and export inspection 
and certification systems. It was noted that the types of agreements proposed were based on the 
recognition of equivalence with importing country requirements and the recognition of meeting 
national requirements. 

It was noted that procedures for concluding agreements should commence with the mutual 
comparison of food legislation systems. It was also stated that criteria for equivalency should be 
incorporated into the document (see para. 53). 

Concerns were expressed in the proposed Definition section for the term "agreements" 
because mechanisms such as the "exchange of letters" and "regulations" were subject to possible mis-
interpretation. It was also suggested that the term "equivalency" should be further developed by 
taking concepts of harmonization and mutual recognition into account. It was noted that a definition 
for "agency" was also required. The delegation of Malaysia requested clarification on the objective of 
the Guidelines as to whether this would result in less inspection by the importing country at the point 
of entry. 

It was suggested to reference the expectation of consumers in helping to achieve international 
harmonization under the Section addressing the Purpose of Agreements. It was also stated that the 
Section concerning Types of Agreements should be restricted to equivalence agreements only, as 
agreements to meet national requirements based on bilateral arrangements could be contrary to the 
spirit of the provisions of the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements. 

It was noted that in the Section concerning the Consultative Process for Equivalence 
Agreements, the notion of the importing country identifying all of the individual health risks that its 
control measures address was unrealistic and overly broad. The maintenance of lists of "acceptable" 
establishments was noted to be the responsibility of both exporters and importers. It was also 
emphasized that participating agencies should provide the public an opportunity to comment on the 
basis for equivalence determinations. 

It was also suggested that once they had been further developed, the Guidelines could be 
considered for incorporation into the Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and 
Accreditation of Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems. 

Status of the Proposed Draft Guidelines for the Development of Agreements Regarding Food 
Import and Export Inspection and Certification Systems 

The United States agreed to revise the document based on the above discussions and other 
points made during the meeting for circulation and comment at Step 3 prior to the Committee's sixth 
Session, with the understanding that such guidelines might eventually be incorporated into the 

12 	CX/FICS 97/6 and comments from the European Community (CRD 2) and India (CRI) 3). 
13 
	

ALINORM 97/30, Paragraphs 19-20. 
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Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and Export 
Inspection and Certification Systems. 

IMPLICATIONS OF DELETING THE PHRASE "OR RISK OF CONTAMINATION" FROM 
'THE PRINCIPLES FOR FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION (Agenda Item 8) 14  

The Committee recalled that the 21st Session of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, when 
adopting the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification with the deletion of 
the phrase "or risk of contamination" at the end of Paragraph 9 15 , asked CCFICS to give further 
consideration to the implications of this decision. 

Some delegations were of the opinion that the deletion had resulted in narrowing the focus of the 
paragraph to microbial risks only and excluded chemical and physical risks. The delegation of 
Australia suggested an amendment so that the paragraph would read as follows: 

"Inspection systems should be applied to particular commodities and processing methods in 
proportion to the assessed risks. In undertaking a risk assessment or in applying the principles 
of equivalence, importing countries should give due consideration to documented evidence 
statemeEtta by exporting countries of their status on a national or area basis of freedom with 
respect to particular food-borne hazards ffem-feed-Felated-disease." 

A number of delegations supported this proposal, noting that exporting countries could only 
indicate the possible presence/absence of hazards and final risk management decisions should be taken 
by the importing countries on the basis of the information provided. 

Other delegations disagreed, however, being of the view that there had been little experience 
regarding recognition of "freedom" in defined geographical areas in relation to hazards other than 
infectious diseases including zoonoses and, therefore, the paragraph should remain as adopted. It was 
further commented that the phrase "documented evidence" could be open to misinterpretation. 

In light of this discussion, the Committee decided to make no proposal for amendment of the 
Principles already adopted by the Commission. 

GUIDELINES AND CRITERIA FOR A GENERIC OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE FORMAT 
(Agenda Item 9) 16  

The Guidelines and Criteria were prepared by Australia on the basis of discussions at the 4th 
CCFICS. 17  This issue was also discussed at the 22nd Session of the Codex Committee on Fish and 
Fishery Products 18  and the 2nd Session of the Codex Committee on Milk and Milk Products. 19  

14 	CX/FICS 97/7 and comments from the European Community (CRD 2) and India (CRD 3). 
15 	ALINORM 95/37, Paragraph 54. Paragraph 9 currently reads "Inspection systems should be applied to 

particular commodities and processing methods in proportion to the assessed risks. In undertaking a risk 
assessment or in applying the principles of equivalence, importing countries should give due consideration to 
statements by exporting countries on a national or area basis of freedom from food-related disease". 

16 	CX/FICS 97/8 and comments from the European Community (CRD 2) and India (CRD 3). 
17 	ALINORM 97/30, Paragraphs 21-24. 
18 	ALINORM 97/18, Paragraphs 6-8. 
19 	ALINORM 97/11, Paragraph 89. 
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Australia noted that the Guidelines were developed to assist Codex commodity committees as a 
basis for the elaboration of certificates specific to groups of commodities. It was stressed that the 
Model Certificate was based on work undertaken by other international organizations such as the 
UNECE. 

Several delegations noted that the development of commodity specific certificates by Codex 
commodity committees was a more logical approach in the control of specific groups of foods and that 
commodity committees could base their work on the UNECE format. The difficulty of developing a 
generic certificate intended for commodity wide application was also stressed, in view of the 
commodity specific elements required. The difficulty of one individual or agency certifying the 
various elements contained in the Model Certificate was also noted. It was suggested that the 
document be used as an information note only. 

Other delegations noted that the development of guidelines for the required minimum 
elements of a certificate would be useful for other Codex commodity committees in their elaboration 

of specific commodity based certificates. A delegation noted that the development of a model 
certificate was intended to identify essential fields which could be expanded by commodity 
committees to include other specific areas. 

Status of the Guidelines and Criteria for a Generic Official Certificate Format 

In view of the diverse opinions expressed, the Committee decided to append the Criteria for a 

Generic Certificate for the Export of Food and Food Products and the Model Certificate to its report 

(see Appendix III) in order to facilitate Commission discussions as to the need for further 

consideration by CCFICS of this matter from the different perspective of Codex commodity 

committees. 

GUIDELINES ON FOOD IMPORT CONTROL SYSTEMS (Agenda Item 10)20  

At its 4th Session, the Committee asked the Codex Secretariat and Mexico to develop a 

discussion paper on the feasibility of developing Guidelines on Food Import Control Systems for 
consideration at its present session. 21  

The delegation of Mexico introduced the document, which proposed three options: 

Option 1: Develop a list or inventory of references that are relevant to imported food control; 

Option 2: Prepare a concise, stand-alone document which sets out the principles that an 
imported food control system should encompass; 

Option 3: Update, consolidate and re-develop existing work as a Codex guideline document. 

Some delegations stressed the necessity of elaborating Codex Guidelines on Food Import 

Control Systems, which would particularly assist developing countries in meeting the requirements 

under the WTO Agreements, thereby facilitating trade and protecting consumers' health. 

While recognizing the rationale for the proposed guidelines, other delegations stated that such 
guidelines would not be essential as most of the important principles were already included either in 

existing Codex texts, namely the Principles for Food import and Export Inspection and Certification22 , 

20 	CX/FICS 97/9 and comments from the European Community (CRD 2) and India (CRD 3). 
21 	ALINORM 97/30, Paragraphs 30-31. 
22 	CAC/GL 20-1995. 
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or in the WTO SPS and TBT Agreements. It was also stated that it was within the mandate of FAO 
and WHO, and not that of Codex, to assist countries in building and improving their food import 
control systems and new guidelines might duplicate existing work in this area. 

The Committee did not reach agreement on whether or not to elaborate the guidelines. To 
facilitate its future decision making, the Committee requested the delegation of Mexico, with 
assistance from the delegation of the United States, to further develop the discussion paper in line with 
Option 3, but taking account of the need to avoid an excessive level of detail or the duplication of 
other work in this area. It was agreed that the Committee would revisit this issue at its next session, 
while asking further guidance from the Commission. 

OTHER BUSINESS AND FUTURE WORK (Agenda Item 11) 

Rules Relating to the Production and Issue of Certificates 

In view of time constraints, the Committee decided to discuss at its next Session the proposal 
of the United Kingdom that the above mentioned text23  be incorporated into or annexed to the draft 
Guidelines for the Design, Operation, Assessment and Accreditation of Food Import and &port 
Inspection and Certification Systems. 

Residue Management Initiatives in Codex 24  

The document was submitted by Australia on the basis of discussions held at the 43rd Session 
of the Executive Committee 25 . Subsequent to the CCEXEC meeting, the 10th Session of the Codex 
Committee on Residues of Veterinary Drugs in Foods26  had examined a similar proposal and decided 
not to pursue its recommendations further, especially in consideration of steps already taken by the 
Committee to expedite the MRL setting process. It was noted that the document, which was a revised 
version of the text examined by the CCRVDF, was also scheduled for discussion at the forthcoming 
29th Session of the Codex Committee on Pesticide Residues. 

The delegation of Australia stated that the paper explored various options for further 
facilitating international trade by the elaboration of appropriate guidelines which, while not 
compromising the level of public health protection, could be applied in situations when either Codex 
MRLs were non-existent or when importing countries apply default tolerances (frequently zero or near 
to zero) which were not scientifically based. The delegation of Australia further suggested this was an 
appropriate proposal for consideration by CCFICS, in view of the expertise in international trade 
embodied in the Committee. 

Several delegations noted that as the subject proposal had not been accepted by the CCRVDF 
and was scheduled for discussion by the CCPR, the question of its further elaboration should be left to 
experts participating in these committees, which had responsibility for such matters. It was also 
suggested that the document was outside the mandate of CCFICS. 

It was also stated that the document did not adequately address science or the extent to which 
other factors should be taken into account, failed to embrace a precautionary approach and did not 
consider consumer concerns. 

23 	Conference Room Document 1. 
24 	CX/FICS 97/2-Add. 1 and comments from the European Community (CRI) 2). 
25 	ALINORM 97/3, Paragraphs 34-38. 
26 	ALINORM 97/31A, Paragraphs 67-68. 
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In view of the above discussion, the Committee decided not to pursue its consideration. 

Development of a Data Base on Rejections of Foods 

The observer of Consumers International requested the Committee to consider the 
development of a data base on rejections of foods, in view that the Principles for Food Import and 
Export Inspection and Certification 27  state that the principles and operations of food inspection and 
certification systems should be open to scrutiny by consumers and their representative organizations. 

Some delegations supported the establishment of such a data base. The Committee noted that 
Consumers International could independently develop such a proposal for further consideration at a 
future meeting. Other delegations recalled that the matter was previously discussed by the Committee, 
which at that time had not chosen to take any consequential action. 

Judgement of Equivalence 

The Committee agreed that a discussion paper on issues relating to the process of judgement of 
equivalence would be prepared for circulation and comment prior to its next Session. The delegation 
of New Zealand agreed to take the lead on this proposal, with assistance provided by Australia, 
Canada and the United States. 

DATE AND PLACE OF NEXT SESSION (Agenda Item 12) 

The Committee was informed that its 6th Session was tentatively scheduled to be held in 

Australia from 16 to 20 March 1998, with the location to be determined between the Codex and 
Australian Secretariats. The delegation of Germany, supported by the United Kingdom, expressed the 

view that there was no need for any early meeting of the Committee. 

_J 

27 	CAC/GL 20-1995. 
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
LISTE DES PARTICIPANTS 
LISTA DE PARTICIPANTES 

Chairman: 
President: 
Presidente: 

Mr Digby Gascoine 
Director 
Development and Evaluation Division 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 5584 
Fax: 	61 6 272 5753 

ARGENTINA 
ARGENTINE 

Miss Ana Celia Pisano 
Deputy Consul General 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International Trade 
and Worship 
Consulate General in Sydney 
Level 13 
1 Alfred Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9251 3402 
Fax: 	61 2 9251 3405 

Dr Alfredo Jorge Nader 
Director 
Direccion de Normas de Calidad y Control 
de Alimentos 
Direccion Nacional de Alimentos 
Sub Secretaria de Alimentacion y Mercados 
Paseo Colon 922 - 2o. Piso Of. 230 
Buenos Aires 
Phone: 54 1 349 2043 
Fax: 	54 1 349 2197 

Dr Horacio R. Castellini 
Serv.Nac.de Sanidad y Calidad Agroalimentaria 
(SENAS  A)  Secretaria de Agricultura, 
Ganaderia, Pesca y Alimentacion 
Av Paseo Colon 367 Piso 5 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Phone: 54 1 334 4738 
Fax: 	54 1 334 4738 

Ing. Fernando Lavaggi 
Director 
Fiscalizacion Vegetal 
SENASA 
Av Paseo Colon 367 Piso 7 
1063 Buenos Aires 
Phone: 54 1 343 0644 
Fax: 	54 1 343 0644 

AUSTRALIA 
AUSTRALIE 

Dr Robert Biddle 
Assistant Director 
Food Policy Branch 
Development and Evaluation Division 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
Department of Primary Industries & Energy 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 5364 
Fax: 	61 6 271 6522 

Mr Steve Bailey 
Principal Executive Officer 
Processed and Imported Foods Programmes 
Technical Services Branch 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 4725 
Fax: 	61 6 272 3682 
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Mrs Janice Booth 
National Residue Survey 
Bureau of Resource Sciences 
Department of Primary Industries and Energy 
PO Box  Eli 
Kingston ACT 2604 
Phone: 61 6 272 4682 
Fax: 61 6 272 4023 
Email: jbb@nrs.brs.gov.au  

Dr Gordon Burch 
Scientific and Technical Manager 
Australia New Zealand Food Authority 
P.O. Box 1728 
Canberra Mail Centre ACT 2610 
Phone: 61 6 271 2215 
Fax: 61 6 271 2206 

Mr Jon Christian 
Manager 
Technical Services Branch 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 5478 
Fax: 61 6 272 5226 

Mr Philip Corrigan 
Director 
Meat Industry Council 
C/- Department of Primary Industries and 
Energy 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 5337 
Fax: 	61 6 272 5442 
Email: phil.corrigan@dpie.gov.au  

Ms Elizabeth Flynn 
Program Manager 
Monitoring and Surveillance 
Australian and New Zealand Food Authority 
P.O. Box 7186 
Canberra Mail Centre ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 271 2624 
Fax: 61 6 271 2278 
Email: elizabeth_flynn@anzfa.gov.au  

Mr Brad Page 
Manager 
Technical Systems and Quality Assurance 
Technical Services Branch 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Phone: 61 6 272 5393 
Fax: 	61 6 272 3745 

Ms Kathy Salter 
Senior Executive Officer 
Food Standards Policy 
Food Policy Branch 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 5060 
Fax: 	61 6 272 3103 
Email: kathysalter@dpie.gov.au  

Dr Terry Spencer 
Deputy Australian Government Analyst 
Australian Government Analytical Laboratories 
GPO Box 1844 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 275 8714 
Fax: 61 6 275 3565 
Email: terry.spencer@agal.gov.au  

Dr Angelo Valois 
Section Head 
Chemical Residues 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Phone: 61 6 272 5566 
Fax: 61 6 271 6522 
Email: angelo.valois@dpie.gov.au  

Mr Michael Awadalla 
Project Coordinator 
Quality Assurance Services 
Locked Bag 90 
South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Phone: 61 3 9693 3535 
Fax: 	61 3 9696 1309 
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Dr David Cox 
National Veterinary Representative 
Community and Public Sector Union 
92 City View Road 
Camp Hill QLD 4152 
Phone: 61 015 15 3180 
Fax: 	61 7 3398 1180 

Mr Christopher  Crea! 
Executive Director 
Australian Meat Council 
Suite 902 Currency House 
23 Hunter Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Phone: 61 2 9233 1433 
Fax: 	61 2 9233 1443 

Mr Tony Downer 
Assistant Director 
Scientific & Technical 
Australian Food Council 
Locked Bag 1 
Kingston ACT 2604 
Phone: 61 6 2731466 
Fax: 61 6 273 1477 

Dr David Hamilton 
Research Veterinarian 
SARDI 
Vetlab 
33 Flemington Street 
Glenside SA 5065 
Phone: 61 8 8207 7929 
Fax: 61 8 8207 7909 
Email: hamilton.david@pi.sa.gov.au  

Mr Alan Harris 
Technical Director 
International Flavours & Fragrances 
156 South Creek Road 
Dee Why NSW 2099 
Phone: 61 2 9981 3800 
Fax: 	61 2 9981 3933 

Mr Frank Lee 
Scientific Affairs Manager 
Goodman Fielder 
Locked Bag 7 
Grosvenor Place NSW 1220 
Phone: 61 2 9258 4103 
Fax: 	61 2 9258 4138 

Mr Matt O'Neill 
Policy Officer - Food & Nutrition 
Australian Consumers Association 
57 Carrington Road 
Marrickville NSW 2204 
Phone: 61 2 9577 3373 
Fax: 61 2 9577 3377 

Ms Gae Pincus 
Consultant 
PO Box 59 
Glebe NSW 2037 
Phone: 61 2 9692 0097 / 61 015 188450 
Fax: 	61 2 9692 0257 

Ms Felicity Rafferty 
Secretary 
Food Inspection Section 
Community & Public Sector Union 
46-48 Colbee Court 
Woden ACT 2606 
Phone: 61 6 282 4188 
Fax: 	61 6 282 4548 

Mr Phillip Richardson 
Quality Manager 
Australian Dairy Corporation 
PO Box 5000 
Glen Iris VIC 3146 
Phone: 61 3 9805 3777 
Fax: 	61 3 9805 3838 
Email: phil@adc.aust.com  

Miss Jennifer Smith 
Manager Inspection 
NATA 
71-73 Flemington Road 
North Melbourne, Victoria 3051 
Phone: 61 3 9329 1633 
Fax: 61 3 9326 5148 
Email: jsmith@nata.asn.au  

Dr Bill Spencer 
National Marketing Manager 
SGS Australia Pty Ltd 
Unit 1, 58 Greenhill Rd 
Wayville SA 5034 
Phone: 61 8 8271 2226 
Fax: 61 8 8271 2249 
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Ms Joan Warner 
Group General Manager 
Strategic Planning and Asian Development 
George Weston Foods Limited 
P.O. Box 5579 
West Chatswood NSW 2057 
Phone: 61 2 415 1411 
Fax: 	61 2 419 2907 

Mr Tony Webb 
Secretary 
Food Policy Alliance 
55 Reiby Street 
Newtown NSW 2042 
Phone: 61 2 9550 6346 
Fax: 	61 2 9550 4346 
Email: webb@intemet-australia.com  

Mr George West 
General Manager 
Steritech Pty Ltd 
PO Box 4040 
Dandenong South VIC 3164 
Phone: 61 3 9793 5566 
Fax: 	61 3 9701 3158 

BELGIUM 
BELGIQUE 
BELGICA 

Mr Bruno Buts 
Food Inspection Officer 
Food Inspectorate - Esplanade 
Ministry of Social Affairs, Public Health & 
Environment 
BD Pacheco 19 B 5 
B -1010 Brussels 
Phone: 32 2 210 48 31 
Fax: 32 2 210 48 16 
Email: bruno.buts@health.fgov.be  

BRAZIL 
BREZIL 
BRASIL 

Dr Luiz Carlos de Oliveira 
Head 
Industrial Operations Division 
Ministry of Agriculture and Supply 
Phone: 55 61 321 6798 
Fax: 	55 61 226 9850  

Dr Guilherme Antonio Da Costa Junior 
Deputy Chief 
Fish and Fishery Products Inspection Service 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Esplanada Dos Ministerios- ed Anexo-
Bloco A- Sala 441a- Brasilia 
Phone: 55 61 218 2778 
Fax: 55 61 226 9850 

Mr Patrick Petiot 
Assistant to the chief of the Division of 
Agriculture and Commodities 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Itamaraty) 
Anexo 1 - Sala 506 - 5o Andar 
Brasilia, DF 
Phone: 55 61 211 6369 
Fax: 	55 61 226 3255 
Email ppetiot@mre.gov.br  

CAMEROON, REPUBLIC OF 
CAMEROUN, REPUBLIQUE DU 
CAMERUN, REPUBLICA DEL 

Mr Felix Fotso 
Director 
Ministry of Industrial and Commercial 
Development 
335, Rue 1810 
Bastos, BP 281 
Yaounde 
Phone: 237 23 35 44/22 00 70 
Fax: 237 22 27 04 
Email: fao-cmr@Field.fao.org  

CANADA 

Mr Ron Burke 
Director 
Bureau of Food Regulatory, International and 
Interagency Affairs 
Food Directorate 
Health Protection Branch 
Health Canada 
H.P.B. Building, Room 200 
Ottawa, Ontario, KlA OL2 
Phone: 1 613 957 1748 
Fax: 	1 613 941 3537 
Email: rona1d_burke@isdtcp3.hwc.ca  
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Dr Merv Baker 
Director 
Meat and Poultry Products Division 
Food Inspection Directorate 
Food Production and Inspection Branch 
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
59 Camelot Drive, Room 204-W 
Nepean, Ontario K 1 A 0Y9 
Phone: 1 613-952 8000 Ext 4646 
Fax: 	1 613-998 0958 
Email: mbaker@em.agr.ca  

Mr Robert Mills 
Director 
Technical Trade and Intergovernmental Liaison 
Inspection Directorate 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada 
200 Kent Street, 9th Floor 
Ottawa, Ontario KlA 0E6 
Phone: 1 613 990 5810 
Fax: 	1 613 993 4220 
Email: bob.mills@ncr.ottwpo.dfo- 

mpo.x400.gc.ca  

CHINA, PEOPLES REPUBLIC OF 
CHINE, REPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE DE 
CHINA, REPUBLICA POPULAR DE 

Mr Li Xin Xu 
Computer Centre Manager 
The National Centre of Imported Food, 
Hygiene, Supervision and Inspections 
1701 Ha Mi Road 
Shanghai 
Phone: 86 21 62683086 
Fax: 86 21 62686785 
Email: lixinxu@public.sta.net.cn  

Prof Junshi Chen 
Deputy Director 
Institute of Nutrition and Food Hygiene 
Ministry of Public Health 
29 Nan Wei Road 
Biejing 10050 
Phone: 86 10 318 7585 
Fax: 86 10 301 1875 
Email: jchen@ccs.capm.ac.cn  

Prof Dalu Su 
Division Director 
Zhejiang Import/Export Commodity Inspection 
Bureau 
8 Bao Shi Road 
Hangzhou 310007 
Phone: 86 571 515 7042 
Fax: 	86 571 517 6900 

Dr Zhenghua Cheng 
Deputy Director of Division 
State Administration of Import/Export 
Commodity Inspection 
10A Chaowai Dajie 
Beijing 100020 
Phone: 86 10 6599 4625 
Fax: 	86 10 8599 4306 

Dr Chunfeng Li 
Engineer 
Beijing Import/Export Commodity Inspection 
Bureau 
Northern Road 
Gaobeidian 
Beijing 100025 
Phone: 86 10 6506 2808 
Fax: 	86 10 6594 1405 

Mr Jingzhen Liu 
Chief Inspector 
Health Ministry 
02 Chang jiang Road Zhongshan District 
Daliam 
Phone: 86 411 2723474 
Fax: 	86 411 2708233 

Ms An li Shi 
Director 
Division of Health Standards 
MOPH, PRC 
44 Hou Hai Beiyan 
Beijing 100725 
Phone: 86 10 6401 3379 
Fax: 	86 10 6401 3379 
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Dr Wei Sun 
Deputy Director 
National Health and Quarantine Administration 
No.4 An Hui Li Er Qu, 
Chao Yang District 
Beijing 100101 
Phone: 86 10 6491 2748 
Fax: 86 10 6491 2733 
Email: chfa@public.bta.net.cn  

Dr Yuezhong Wang 
Section Chief 
Shandong Import/Export Commodity Inspection 
Bureau 
70 Qutangxia Road 
Qingdao 266002 
Phone: 86 532 287 4494 
Fax: 86 532 286 2731 

Mrs Jing Yu 
Director 
Fuzhou Health and Quarantine Bureau 
67 Wuyi North Street 
Fuzhon, Fujian 350001 

CZECH REPUBLIC 
REPUBLIQUE TCHEQUE 
REPUBLICA CHECA 

Dr Jana Palackova 
Head of Secretariat 
Czech Agricultural and Food Inspection 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Sumavska 31 
612 54 Brno 
Phone: 42 5 413 21100 ext. 364 
Fax: 	42 5 412 35034 
Email: czpi@bm.pbtnet.cz  

DENMARK 
DANEMARK 
DINAMARCA 

Dr Erik Engelst Petersen 
Veterinary Officer 
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Fisheries 
Danish Veterinary Services 
Rolighedsvej 25 
DK - 1958 Frederiksberg C 

Phone: 86 591 7513214 Phone: 45 3135 8100 

Fax: 86 591 7513214 Fax: 45 3536 1912 

Email: chttz@public.fz.fi.cn  Email: vd@vd.lfm.dk  

Mr Renshen Zhang 
Director 
Xiamen Health and Quarantine Bureau 
No.116 Dongdu Road Xiamen 
Phone: 86 592 6010049 
Fax: 	86 592 6015184 

CUBA 

Mr Gabriel Lahens-Espinosa 
Senior Officer 
Ministry of Foreign Trade for the Republic of 
Cuba 
c/- Consulate General for Republic of Cuba 
16 Manwaring Avenue 
Maroubra NSW 2035 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9311 4611 
Fax: 	61 2 9311 1255 

Mr Finn H Clemmensen 
Head of Division 
National Food Agency 
Morkhoj Bygade 19 
DK - 2860 Soborg 
Phone: 45 3969 6600 
Fax: 45 3969 6126 
Email: fhc@lst.min.dk  

Ms Anne Busk-Jensen 
Executive Food Adviser 
Confederation of Danish Industries 
DK - 1787 Copenhagen V 
Phone: 45 3377 3377 
Fax: 	45 3377 3300 
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EGYPT 
EGYPTE 
EGIPTO 

Mr Mohmed Rakhiah 
Consul (Commercial) 
Consulate General of Egypt - Sydney 
Suite 708 
251 Oxford Street 
Bondi Junction NSW 2022 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 938 96066 
Fax: 61 2 938 74133 

FINLAND 
FINLANDE 
FINLANDIA 

Mr Kalevi Salminen 
Director 
National Food Administration 
Ministry of Trade and Industry 
Box 5 
00531 Helsinki 
Phone: 358 9 7726 7600 
Fax: 358 9 7726 7666 
Email Kalevi.Salminen@ev.kuluttajatalo.mailnet 

Mrs Tuula Aalto 
Head of Unit 
National Veterinary and Food Research Institute 
Box 368 
00231 Helsinki 
Phone: 358 9 393 1963 
Fax: 	358 9 349 9438 

Mr Erkka Lindstrom 
Head of Department 
Finnish Customs Laboratory 
Box 53 
02151 Espoo 
Phone: 358 9 614 3280 
Fax: 	358 9 46 3383 
Email: erkka.lindstrom@tulli.fi  

FRANCE 
FRANCIA 

Dr. Patrick Bonjour 
Direction generale de l'alimentation 
Ministere de l' Agriculture, de la Peche 
et de l'Alimentation 
175, rue du Chevaleret 
75646 Paris Cedex 13 
Phone: 33 1 49 55 8120 
Fax: 	33 1 49 55 4462 

M. Jean-Pierre Doussin 
Ministere de l'Economie et des Finances 
de la consommation et de la 
Direction generale de la concurrence 
de la consommation et de la 
repression des fraudes 
59, Boulevard Vincent-Auriol 
75703 Paris Cedex 13 
Phone: 33 1 44 97 3470 
Fax: 33 1 44 97 3037 
Email: jean-pierre. doussinadpa.fmances.gov.fr  

Mme Annie Loc'h 
Association Nationale des Industries 
Agro-alimentaires (A.N.I.A) 
155, boulevard Haussmann 
75008 Paris 
Phone: 33 1 53 83 8600 
Fax: 	33 1 45 61 9664 

Dr Didier Carton 
Chef du Service 
Direction de l'Agriculture et de la Foret 
Service Veterinaire et de la Protection des 
Vegetaux 
BP 256 
Noumea 
Phone: 68 7 25 51 19 
Fax: 68 7 25 51 29 
Email: dafe@offratel.nc  
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GERMANY 
ALLEMAGNE 
ALEMANIA 

Dr Hans Boehm 
Head, Division of Food Hygiene and Food 
Importation 
Federal Ministry for Health 
Am Propsthof 78a 
D-53121 Bonn 
Phone: 49 228 941 4220 
Fax: 	49 228 941 4944 

GREECE 
GRECE 
GRECIA 

Mr Dimitris Gerakopoulos 
Chief 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Directorate of Processing Standardization 
and Quality Control 
Ministry of Agriculture 
2 Achamon Str 
GR- 101 76 Athens 
Phone: 30 1 524 6364 
Fax: 	30 1 523 8337 

Mr Kostas Economopoulos 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
Directorate of Processing Standarization 
and Quality Control 
Ministry of Agriculture 
2 Acharnon Str 
GR  -10176  Athens 
Fax: 	30 1 523 8337 

HUNGARY 
HONGRIE 
HUNGRIA 

Dr Endre Racz 
Head of Unit 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Hungary 
Budapest 55 
PF 1 H 1860 
Phone: 36 1 301 4383 
Fax: 	36 1 302 0408 

ICELAND 
ISLANDE 
ISLANDIA 

Mr Thordur Asgeirsson 
Director of Fisheries 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Ingolfsstraeti 1 
150 Reykjavik 
Phone: 354 1 697900 
Fax: 	354 1 697991 
Email: thordur  @ hafro.is  

Mr Gylfi Petursson 
Ministry of Fisheries 
Skulagata 4 
150 Reykjavik 
Phone: 354 1 609670 
Fax: 354 1 621853 
Email: gylfi@hafro.is  

INDIA 
INDE 

Mrs Shashi Sareen 
Consultant (Quality Assurance) 
Agriculture and Processed Food Products 
Export Development Authority (APEDA) 
Ministry of Commerce 
Ansal Chamber 2 
6 Bhikaji Cama Place 
New Delhi 110066 
Phone: 91 11 619 2141 
Fax: 	91 11 619 5016 
Email: apeda/delhi@dartmail.dartnet.com  

Dr Thakur Chand Chaudhuri 
Director of Research 
Tea Board of India 
14 B.T.M. Sarani 
Calcutta 700001 
Phone: 91 33 125 5538 
Fax: 91 33 225 1417 
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Mr Madhukar Gawai 
Deputy Commisioner 
(Storage and Research) 
Government of India 
Ministry of Food, Department of Food 
Procurement and Distribution 
Krishi Bhavan 
New Delhi - 110001 
Phone: 91 11 338 7334 
Fax: 	91 11 378 2213 

Dr Ravindra Kumar 
Executive (Research and Development) 
National Dairy Development Board 
P.B. No 40 
Anand, Gujarat 
Phone: 91 26 92 40148 
Fax: 91 26 92 40165 
Email: ravindra@anand.nddb.ernet.in  

INDONESIA 
INDONESIE 

Dr Wahyudi Sugiyanto 
Director 
Center for Standardisation and Accreditation 
Agency of Agribusiness 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Phone: 62 21 700 4367 
Fax: 	62 21 700 4367 

Ms Suryandari Prabowo 
Assistant Deputy for Food Standardisation 
State Ministry of Food Affairs 
JI. Kuningantimur H2-5 
Jakarta Secatan 
Phone: 62 21 522 6788 
Fax: 	62 21 521 0292 

Mrs Husniaty 
Head of Biological Testing Division 
Centre for Testing and Quality Control and 
Consumer Services 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Jalan Raya Bogor Km.26 
Jakarta 13740 
Phone: 62 21 8710323 
Fax: 	62 21 8710478 
Email: karim_h@pusdata.deprin.go.id  

Mr Harmen Sembiring 
Industry and Trade Attache 
Indonesian Embassy 
8 Darwin Ave 
Yarralumla 
Canberra ACT 2600 
Australia 
Phone: 61 6 250 8600 
Fax: 61 6 273 3545 
Email: atperindag@netinfo.  corn. au  

Mrs Syamsimar Sitaba 
Head of Sub Directorate 
Food Legislation 
Ministry of Health 
JL Percetakan Negara 23 
Jakarta 10560 
Phone: 62 21 424 1781 
Fax: 62 21 425 3856 

Mrs Susilawati Sukmadji 
Officer of Accreditation and Related Co-
operation 
Ministry of Industry and Trade 
Centre for Standardization 
Jalan Gatot Subroto KAU 52-53, FL20 
Jakarta 
Phone: 62 21 525 2690 
Fax: 	62 21 525 2690 

Mrs Marlina Tahrir 
Vice Consul of Economics 
Indonesian Consulate General 
236-238 Maroubra Rd 
Maroubra, N.S.W 2035 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9344 9933 
Fax: 	61 2 9349 6854 
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IRELAND 
IRLANDE 
IRLANDA 

Mr Sean O'Connor 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer 
Department of Agriculture, Food and Forestry 
Floor 5 East 
Agriculture House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Phone: 353 45 607 2000 
Fax: 	353 45 661 6263 

ISRAEL 

Dr Zvi Sidelman 
Vice Director 
Food Control Administration 
Ministry of Health 
PO Box 20301 
Tel Aviv 
Phone: 972 3 563 4812 
Fax: 	972 3 561 9549 

ITALY 
ITALIE 
ITALIA 

Dr Brunella Lo Turco 
Director 
Ministry of Agriculture 
Via Sallustiana 10 
Rome 
Phone: 39 6 4880273 
Fax: 39 6 4880273 

JAPAN 
JAPON 

Ms Atuko Ishii, D.V.M. 
Technical Official 
Office of Port Health Administration 
Food Sanitation Division 
Environmental Health Bureau 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
1-2-2 Kasumigaseld Chiyoda-ku 
Tokyo 100-45 
Phone: 81 3 3581 5271 
Fax: 	81 3 3591 8029 

Mr Yoshiaki Hayasaka 
Deputy Director 
Standards and Labelling Division 
Food and Marketing Bureau 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseld Chigoda-ku 
Tokyo 100 
Phone: 81 3 3501 4094 
Fax: 	81 3 3502 0438 

Mr Masao Shimizu 
Fisheries Agency 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
1-2-1 Kasumigaseki, Chiyoda 
Tokyo 
Phone: 81 3 3502 8111 
Fax: 	81 3 3591 6867 

Mr Katsuya Sato 
Technical Advisor 
Association for the Safety of Imported Food 
Earnest Buiding, 8th Floor 
9-8 Hisamatsu-Cho 
Nihonbashi, Chuo-ku 
Tokyo 103 
Phone: 81 3 5695 0819 
Fax: 	81 3 5695 0969 

Mr Tsuneo Inokuchi 
Technical Adviser 
Food Hygiene Association, Japan 
Earnest Building, 8th Floor, 
9-8 Hisamatsu-Chou 
Nihonbashi, Chuo-Ku 
Tokyo 103 
Phone: 81 3 5695 0819 
Fax: 81 3 5695 0969 

Mr Yoshitomo Tanaka 
Technical Advisor 
National Association of Food Industry 
3-6-18 Kamimegro 
Meguroku Koyyo 

Mr Reiji Yoshikawa 
Technical Advisor 
National Association of Food Industry 
3-16-18 Kamimeguro 
Meguroku Koyyo 
Phone: 81-3-3716 2639 
Fax: 	81-3-3716 2700 
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KOREA, REPUBLIC OF 
COREE, REPUBLIQUE DE 
COREA, REPUBLICA DE 

Mr Hee Joo Choi 
Deputy Director 
Food Industry Division 
Food Policy Bureau 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
1 Jungang-Dong , Kwachun City, 
Kyunggi-Do 
Phone: 82 2 504 6206 
Fax: 	82 2 504 6207 

Miss Mi Young Cho 
Senior Researcher 
Ministry of Health and Welfare 
57-1 Norayngjin- Dong, Dongjak-ku 
Seoul, 156-050 
Phone: 82 2 823 9545 
Fax: 	82 2 823 9545 

Dr Dae-Jin Kang 
Veterinary Officer 
National Animal Quarantine Service 
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry 
23-4 Deung Chon, 
Kang Seo, Seoul 157-032 

MALAYSIA 
MALAISIE 
MALASIA 

Ms Nor Aini Sudin 
Head of Delegation 
Ministry of Primary Industries 
PO Box 10621 
50720 Kuala Lumpur 
Phone: 60 3 825 9432 
Fax: 	60 3 825 9446 

Ms Mariam Abdul Latif 
Assistant Director 
Food Quality Control Division 
Ministry of Health Malaysia 
4th Floor, Block E, Office Complex 
Jalan Dungun, Bukit Damansara 
50490 Kuala Lumpur 
Phone: 60 3 254 0088 
Fax: 	60 3 253 7804 
Email: mal@dph.gov.my  

Dr Rosini Alias 
Department of Veterinary Services 
8th Floor Block A 
Exchange Square off Jalan Semantan 
50630 Kuala Lumpur 

Phone: 82 2 650 0692 Phone: 60 3 254 0077 
Fax: 82 2 650 0668 Fax: 60 3 253 5804 
Email: nags@soback.kornet.nm.kr  Email: rosini@jph.gov.my  

Mr John Feeney 
Marketing Officer 
Malaysian Trade Commission 
llth Floor, Karovel House 
92 Pitt Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9252 2270 
Fax: 	61 2 9252 2285 

Dr Seonggyun Shin 
Senior Researcher 
Korean Institute of Food Hygiene 
57-1 Norayngjin Dong, Dongjak Gu 
Seoul, 156-050 
Phone: 82 2 823 9547 
Fax: 	82 2 824 1762 

LIBYA 
LIBYE 
LIBIA 

Dr Ahmed Mohamed Shembesh 
Director 
General Corporation for Inspection and 
Services 
Phone: 218 6 8621 3651 
Fax: 	218 6 8621 3724 
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Mr Choy Siew Kiong 
Director 
Training and Extension 
Department of Fisheries Malaysia 
Ministry of Agriculture 
8 & 9th Floor Wisma Tani 
Jalan Sultan Salahuddin 
50628 Kuala Lumpur 
Phone: 60 3 298 2011 
Fax: 	60 3 291 0305 
Email: ppnd01@dot.moa.my  

Mrs Radziah Mohd. Daud 
Principal Researcher 
Standards Development Unit 
Standards and Industrial Research Institute of 
Malaysia 
Persiaran Dato' Menteri, Section 2 
PO Box 7035 
40911 Shah Alam 
Selangor 
Phone: 60 3 556 7356 
Fax: 	60 3 556 7368 

Mr Raja Shahrom Raja Kamaruddin 
Director 
Division of Quality Control, Licensing and 
Enforcement 
Palm Oil Registration and Licensing Authority 
Lot 6, SS 6, Jalan Perbandaran 
47301 Kelana Jaya 
Selangor 
Phone: 60 3 703 7294 
Fax: 	60 3 703 3914 

Ms Tengku Ashaharina Tengku Ahmad 
Trade Commissioner 
Malaysian Trade Commission (MATRADE) 
llth Floor, Karovel House 
92 Pitt Street 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9252 2270 
Fax: 	61 2 9252 2285 

Dr Mohamed Paid Yusof 
Assistant Director 
Food Quality Control Division 
Ministry of Health, Malaysia 
4th Floor Block E Office Complex 
Jalan Dungun, Bukit Damansara 
50490 Kuala Lumpur 
Phone: 60 3 254 0088 
Fax: 	60 3 253 7804 

MEXICO 
MEXIQUE 

Dr Francisco Jose Gurria Trevino 
Director en Jefe 
Comision Nacional de Sanidad Agropecuaria 
Amores No. 321, Piso 1 
Col Del Valle CP 03100 
Phone: 52 5 536 6626 
Fax: 	52 5 687 7938 

Ms Aida Albuerne Pina 
Director 
Sanitary Compliment 
Ministry of Health 
Donceles # 39 
Col Centro Historico 
Mexico City D.F. C.P. 06010 
Phone: 52 5 521 6550 
Fax: 52 5 512 9628 
Email: dgcsbys@iservice.net.mex  

Mr Jose Luis Flores Luna 
Director 
Sanitary Inspection 
Ministry of Health 
Donceles # 39 
Col Centro Historico 
Mexico City D.F. C.P. 06010 
Phone: 52 2 512 9994 
Fax: 52 5 512 9628 
Email: dgcsbys@iservice.net.mex  
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MICRONESIA, FEDERATED STATES OF 
MICRONESIE, ETATS FEDERES DE 
MICRONESIA, ESTADOS FEDERADOS 
DE MICRONESIA 

Mr Nachsa Siren 
Administrator 
Division of Environment and Community 
Health 
FSM Department of Health Services 
PO Box 70 
Palikir, Pohnpei FM 96941 
Phone: 691 320 2619 
Fax: 	691 320 5263 

NETHERLANDS 
PAYS-BAS 
PAISES BAJOS 

Mr Gerrit Van de Haar 
Deputy General Director 
Inspectorate for Health Protection 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports 
PO Box 5840 
2280 NV Rijswijk 
Phone: 31 70 340 5060 
Fax: 	31 70 340 5435 

Dr Jos Goebbels 
Deputy Chief Veterinary Officer 
Chief Veterinary Inspectorate 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports 
PO Box 3008 
2280 MK Rijswijk 
Phone: 31 70 34 7063 
Fax: 	31 70 340 7063 

Mr Jacobus Warmerhoven 
Policy Officer 
Ministry of Health, Welfare and Sports 
Sir Winston Churchilllaan 368 
2280 MK Rijswijk 
Phone: 31 70 340 6942 
Fax: 31 70 340 5177 

Mr Gerrit Koornneef 
Adviser 
General Product Board for Arable Products 
PO Box 29739 
2502 LS The Hague 
Phone: 31 70 370 8323 
Fax: 	31 70 370 8444 

NEW ZEALAND 
NOUVELLE-ZELANDE 
NUEVA ZELANDIA 

Dr. Steve Hathaway 
National Manager 
Research and Development 
MAF Regulatory Authority 
Meat and Seafood 
PO Box 646 
Gisborne 
Phone: 64 6 867 1144 
Fax: 64 6 868 5207 
Email: hathaways@ra.maf.govt.nz  

Mr Peter Johnston 
National Manager 
Market Access - Plants 
MAF Regulatory Authority 
PO Box 2526 
Wellington 
Phone: 64 4 474 4130 
Fax: 64 4 474 4250 
Email: johnstonp@ra.maf.govt.nz  

Dr Cary11 Susan Shailer 
National Manager (Specifications) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 2526 
Wellington 
Phone: 64 4 498 9877 
Fax: 64 4 474 4239 
Email: Shailerc  @ ra.maf.govt.nz  

Mr Jim Wilson 
Senior Advisor (Health Protection) 
Ministry of Health 
P.O. Box 5013 
Wellington 
Phone: 64 4 496 2000 
Fax: 64 4 496 2340 
Email: Wilson.J@  mohwn.synet.net.nz  
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Mr Bob Martin 
Market Access Manager 
Zespri International Ltd 
P.O. Box 9906 
Auckland 
Phone: 64 9 367 7538 
Fax: 64 9 367 0240 
Email: martinb@  zespri.co.nz  

NORWAY 
NORVEGE 
NORUEGA 

Mr Aksel Reidar Eikemo 
Director General 
Directorate of Fisheries 
Department of Fisheries Control 
P.O Box 185 
N-5002 Bergen 

PERU 
PEROU 

Mr Juan Narciso Chavez 
Director General Adjunto 
Ministerio De Salud 
Las Amapolas #350 
Urb. San Eugenio 
Lima 14 
Phone: 51 14 402340 / 40 0399 
Fax: 	51 14 406562 
Email: postmast@digesa.s1d.pe  

Ms Juana Hidalgo de Cueva 
Gerente Central de INASSA 
International Analytical Services SA 
Av La Marina 3035 
San Miguel 
Lima 

Phone: 47 5523 8000 Phone: 51 15 78 2535 
Fax: 	47 5523 8090 Fax: 51 15 78 2620 

Mr Lennart Johanson 
Head of Section 
Department of Food Control and Food Law 
Enforcement 
Norwegian Food Control Authority 
P.O. Box 8187 Dep 
N-0034 Oslo 
Phone: 47 2224 6783 
Fax: 47 2224 6699 
Email: lennartjohanson@snt.dep.telemax.no  

Ms Lise Kjolstad 
Senior Executive Officer 
Department of Food Production 
Plant and Animal Health 
Ministry of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 8007 Dep 
N-0030 Oslo 
Phone: 47 22 24 9435 
Fax: 47 22 24 9559 
Email: lise.kjolstad@ld.dep.telemax.no  

PHILIPPINES 
FILIPINAS 

Dr Edna Zenaida V. Villlacorte 
Chief, Animal Feeds Standard Division 
Bureau of Animal Industry 
Department of Agriculture 
BAI - AFSD 
Visayas Avenue 
Diliman 
Quezon City 
Phone: 63 2 928 2837 
Fax: 63 2 924 7954 
Email: afsdbai@q1net.net  

Dr Maria Araceli E. Albarece 
Agriculture Attache 
Embassy of the Philippines 
1 Moonah Place 
Yanalumla, Canberra 
Australia 2601 
Phone: 61 6 273 2584 
Fax: 	61 6 273 2113 
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Mrs Namnama Amanda Javelosa 
Supervising Fishing Regulations Officer 
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
Department of Agriculture 
860 Arcadia Bldg, 
Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 
Phone: 63 2 927 8517 
Fax: 	63 2 927 8517 

Mr Arturo J. Liquete 
Head Executive Assistant 
Philippine Coconut Authority 
Department of Agriculture 
Diliman, Quezon City 
Phone: 63 2 927 8116 
Fax: 	63 2 927 8706 

Dr Beata Humilda Olaguera- Obsioma 
Head, Meat Import and Export 
Meat Inspection Commission 
Department of Agriculture 
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, 
Quezon City, 1100 
Phone: 63 2 924 7971 
Fax: 	63 2 924 3118 

Ms Carmina J. Parce 
Food and Drug Regulation Officer 
Department of Health 
Bureau of Food and Drugs 
DOH Compound, Alabang 
City of Muntinlupa 1770 
Phone: 63 2 842 4625 
Fax: 	63 2 807 0751 

Mr Manuel R.  layas 
Trade Consul 
Philippine Trade and Investment 
Promotion Office 
GPO Box 4979 
Sydney NSW 2000 
Australia  

POLAND 
POLOGNE 
POLONIA 

Ms Teresa Jablonska-Urbaniak 
Director 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food Economy 
30, Wspolna Street 
00-930 Warsaw 
Phone: 48 22 623 2122 
Fax: 48 22 623 62300 

Dr Janusz Bronislaw Berdowski 
Director 
Polish Centre for Testing and Certification 
23A Klobucka Street 
02-699 Warsaw 
Phone: 48 22 647 0742 
Fax: 	48 22 647 1222 

Dr Elzbieta Nitecka 
Expert 
Fundation of Assistance Programmes 
for Agriculture (FAPA) 
30, Wspolna Street 
00-930 Warsaw 
Phone: 48 22 623 2217 
Fax: 	48 22 623 1751 

Mrs Anna Skrzynska 
Agricultural and Food Quality Inspection 
32/34 Zuravia Street 
00-515 Warsaw 
Phone: 48 22 625 2028 
Fax: 	48 22 621 4858 

Dr Lucjan Szponar 
Director 
National Food and Nutrition Institute 
Ministry of Health and Social Welfare 
61/63 Powsinska Street 
02-903 Warsaw 

Phone: 61 2 9262 1819 Phone: 48 22 42 21 71 
Fax: 61 2 9262 1830 Fax: 48 22 42 11 03 
Email: traderep@world.net  Email: szponar@izz.waw.pl  
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ROMANIA 
ROUMANIE 
RUMANIA 

Mrs Olimpia Vorovenci 
Expert in Standardisation of Agro-Food 
Produce 
Romanian Standards Institute 
13 JL Calderon Street 70201 
Bucuresti 2 
Phone: 401 615 870 
Fax: 	401 210 0833 

Mrs Ecaterina Iovanescu 
Reynolds - Romania 
12 Sernicerculwi St 
Bucuresti 1 
Phone: 223 3304 
Fax: 	223 3305 

SLOVAK REPUBLIC 
REPUBLIQUE SLOVAQUE 
REPUBLICA ESLOVACA 

Dr Milos Drienko 
Embassy of the Slovak Republic 
47 Culgoa Circuit 
O'Malley ACT 2606 
Phone: 61 6 290 1516 
Fax: 61 6 290 1755 

SLOVENIA, REPUBLIC OF 
SLOVEN1E, REPUBLIQUE DE 
ESLOVENIA, REPUBLICA DE 

Dr Dunja Sever 
Deputy Chief Health Inspector 
Ministry of Health 
Health Inspectorate of the Republic of Slovenia 
Ljubljana, Parmova 33 
Phone: 386 61 133 50 24 
Fax: 	386 132 32 75 

SOUTH AFRICA 
AFRIQUE DU SUD 
SUDAFRICA 

Mr David E Malan 
Assistant Director 
Directorate of Plant and Quality Control 
Department of Agriculture 
Private Bag X258 
Pretoria 0001 
Phone: 27 12 319 6049 
Fax: 27 12 319 6055 
Email: david@pgbl.  agric.za  

SPAINE 
ESPAGNE 
ESPAÑA 

Mr Juan Osorio 
Commercial Attache 
Commercial Office 
Embassy of Spain 
Edgecliff Centre, Suite 408 
203 New South Head Road 
Edgecliff NSW 2027 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9362 4212 
Fax: 	61 2 9362 4057 

SWEDEN 
SUEDE 
SUECIA 

Dr Tor Bergmann 
Senior Veterinary Inspector 
National Food Administration 
Box 622 
S-751 26 Uppsala 
Phone: 46 18 175587 
Fax: 	46 18 105848 
Email: tor.bergman@s1v.se  
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SWITZERLAND 
SUISSE 
SUIZA 

Ms Eva Zbinden 
Head of Codex Section 
Swiss Federal Office of Public Health 
CH-3003 
Bern 
Phone: 41 31 322 9572 
Fax: 41 31 322 9574 
Email: eva.zbindenabag.admin.ch  

Dr Jean Vignal 
Food Legislation Department 
Nestec SA 
Avenue H Nestle, 55 
CH 1800 VEVEY 
Phone: 41 21 924 3501 
Fax: 	41 21 924 4547 

THAILAND 
THAILANDE 
TAILANDIA 

Mrs Nongyow Thongtan 
Director 
CEICAP and 
Agricultural Chemistry Division 
Department of Agriculture 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative 
Chatuchak 
Bangkok 10900 

Miss Usana Berananda 
Vice-Consul 
Royal Thai Consulate-General 
Sydney NSW 
Australia 
Phone: 9241 2542 
Fax: 9247 8312 

Mr Prakit Chongwatanakul 
Director 
Division of Veterinary Public Health 
Department of Livestock Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Phayathai Road 
Bangkok 10400 
Phone: 66 2 251 5646 
Fax: 	66 2 251 7922 

Mrs Pensri Jantasim 
Standards Officer 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) 
Ministry of Industry 
Rama 6  Street 
Bangkok 10400 
Phone: 66 2 202 3441 
Fax: 	66 2 248 7987 

Mr Montri Klitsaneephaiboon 
Director 
Fish Inspection and Quality Control Division 
Department of Fisheries 
Kaset-Klang, Chatuchak 
Bangkok 10900 

Phone: 66 2 579 7549 Phone: 66 2 579 7738 
Fax: 66 2 561 5034 Fax: 66 2 579 6687 
Email: nongyow@mozart.inet.co.th  Email: ofiqc.df@montri.ku.acith 

Miss Supapom Amnuaykit 
Food and Drug Official 
Inspector Division 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tivanond Road 
Nonthaburi 11000 

Mr Somchai Komolyingcharoen 
Food Control Official 
Food Control Division 
Food and Drug Administration 
Ministry of Public Health 
Tivanond Road, 
Nonthaburi 11000 

Phone: 66 2 591 8475 Phone: 66 2 590 7183 
Fax: 66 2 591 8477 Fax: 66 2 591 8460-1 
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Miss Ranee Kumton 
Standards Officer 8 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) 
Ministry of Industry 
Rama 6 Street 
Bangkok 10400 
Phone: 66 2 202 3358 
Fax: 66 2 202 3359 

Ms Piyanart Leevivat 
Medical Scientist 
Division of Food-for-Export Analysis 
Department of Medical Sciences 
Ministry of Public Health 
693 Bamrung Muang Road 
Yodse 
Bangkok 10100 
Phone: 66 2 223 9309 
Fax: 66 2 226 1979 
Email: nart@health.moph.go.th  

Mr Tanongpan Satjapala 
Medical Scientist 
Department of Medical Sciences 
Ministry of Public Health 
Food For Export Divsion 
Bumrungmuang Road 
Yodse 
Bangkok 10100 
Phone: 66 2 223 1444 Ext 278 
Fax: 	66 2 226 1979 

Mr Bunlert Sirichai 
Department of Foreign Trade 
Ministry of Commerce 
35-39 Ratchabophit Road 
Bangkok 10200 
Phone: 66 2 222 2365 
Fax: 66 2 227 3255 

Mr Fueong Srisombai 
Division of Commodity Standard Inspection 
Department of Foreign Trade 
Ministry of Commerce 
Ratcha-Damnern Klang Road 
Panakom District 
Bangkok 10200 
Phone: 66 2 282 8181 - 3 Ext 120 
Fax: 	66 2 281 6740 

Miss Orapin Thirawat 
Director 
Plant Protection Service Division 
Department of Agricultural Extension 
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperatives 
Paholyotin Road 
Bangkok 10900 
Phone:  662 579 3008 
Fax: 	66 2 561 4693 

Mrs Patrathip Vacharakomolphan 
Standards Officer 
Thai Industrial Standards Institute (TISI) 
Ministry of Industry 
Rama 6 Street 
Bangkok 10400 
Phone:  662 202 3441 
Fax: 	66 2 248 7987 

Ms Thanitha Boonyanandha 
Manager 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
160/194-7 ITF Building, 13th Floor 
Silom Road 
Bangrak District 
Bangkok 10500 
Phone:  662 235 5622-4 
Fax: 	662 235 5625 

Mr Udom Chariyavilaskul 
Vice President 
Thai Frozen Foods Association 
160/194-7 ITF Building, 13th Floor 
Silom Road 
Bangrak District 
Bangkok 10500 
Phone: 66 2 235 5622-4 
Fax: 	66 2 235 5625 

Mr Wanchai Somchit 
Executive Manager 
Thai Food Processors' Association 
170/22 Ocean Tower 1, 9th Floor 
New-Rachadapisek Road 
Klongteoy 
Bangkok 10110 
Phone: 66 2 261 2684-6 
Fax: 	66 2 261 2996-7 
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Mrs Malinee Subvanich 
Director 
Thai Food Processors' Association 
170/22 Ocean Tower 1, 9th Floor 
New-Rachadapisek Road 
Klongteoy 
Bangkok 10110 
Phone: 66 2 261 2684-6 
Fax: 	66 2 261 2996-7 

Mr Poonkeite Thangsombat 
Vice Secretary General 
Thai Food Processor Association 
170/22 Ocean Tower 1 
New-Rachadapisak Road, 
Klong Teoy 
Bangkok 10110 
Phone: 66 2 261 2684-6 
Fax: 	66 2 261 2996-7 

TURKEY 
TURQUIE 
TURQUIA 

Mr Tamer Dizioglu 
Deputy General Director 
Prime Ministry 
Undersecretariat for Foreign Trade 
General Directorate of Standardization for 
Foreign Trade 
Fax: 	90 312 212 8768 

Miss Ayse Dogan 
Agriculture Engineer 
Ministry of Agriculture 
General Diectorate of Protection and Control 
Phone: 90 312 417 4176 
Fax: 	90 312 418 9395  

UNITED KINGDOM 
ROYAUME-UNI 
REINO UNIDO 

Mr Grant Meekings 
Head 
Food Labelling and Standards Division 
Ministry of Agriculture Fisheries and Food 
Room 322 
Ergon House c/o Noble House 
17 Smith Square 
London SW1P 3JR 
Phone: 0171 238 6278 
Fax: 	0171 238 6763 

Mr David Taylor 
Veterinary Head of Red Meat Hygiene Section 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Room B142, Government Buildings 
Hook Rise South 
Tolworth 
Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7MF 
Phone: 0181 330 8316 
Fax: 	0181 330 8509 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
ETATS-UNIS D'AMERIQUE 
ESTADOS UNIDOS  DE AMERICA 

Dr Fred R. Shank 
Director 
Center for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
US Food and Drug Administration 
200 C Street, SW, Room 6815. 
Washington, DC 20204 
Phone: 202 205 4850 
Fax: 202 205 5025 

Mrs Rhonda Bond 
Executive Officer for Codex 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Room 311, West End Court 
Washington, DC 20250-3700 
Phone: 202 418 8852 
Fax: 	202 418 8865 
Email: uscodex@aol.corn  
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Ms Maritza Colon-Pullano 
Special Assistant 
International Regulatory Issues 
Office of Regulatory Affairs 
Food and Drug Administration 
Room 14-90 Parklawn Building 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville, Maryland 20857 

Mr Marvin Dixon 
Manager 
International Nutrition and Scientific Regulatory 
Affairs 
Nabisco Foods Group 
200 De Forest Avenue 
East Hanover 
New Jersey 07936 

Phone: 301 827 4553 Phone: 201 503 3025 
Fax: 301 827 0963 Fax: 201 503 2471 
Email: mcpullan@fdaem.ssw.dhhs Email: DixonM@Nabisco.corn 

Ms Naomi Kawin 
Associate Director for International Policy 
Office of Policy 
Food and Drug Administration, HF-23 
Rm 15-74 Parklawn Building 
5600 Fishers Lane 
Rockville MD 20857 
Phone: 301 827 3344 
Fax: 301 443 6906 
Email: iikawin@bangate.fda.gov  

Dr Richard Mikita 
Special Assistant for International Activities 
Field Operations 
Food Safety and Inspection Service 
US Department of Agriculture 
Room 344E, Jamie Whitten Building 
Washington DC 20250-3700 
Phone: 202 720 0290 
Fax: 202 690 0766 
Email: richard.mikita@usda.gov  

Carl C. Reynolds 
Director 
Office of Field Programs 
Center and Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 
US Food and Drug Administration 
200 C Street, SW. 
Washington, DC 20204 
Phone: 202 205 4187 
Fax: 202 205 4819 
Email: ccr@fdacf.ssw.dhhs.gov  

Ms Julia Howell 
Director 
Regulatory Submissions 
Scientific and Regulatory Affairs 
The Coca Cola Company 
P.O. Box 1734 
Atlanta, Georgia 30301 
Phone: 404 676 4224 
Fax: 404 676 7166 

Mr Rodney Leonard 
Executive Director 
Community Nutrition Institute 
910 17th Street, NW (Suite 413) 
Washington, DC 20006 
Phone: 202 776 0595 
Fax: 202 776 0599 

Ms Peggy Rochette 
Manager 
Technical Regulatory Affairs 
National Food Processors Association 
1401 New York Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20005 
Phone: 202 639 5921 
Fax: 202 639 5932 

Dr Leila Saldanha 
Director Nutrition 
Kellogg Asia Pacific 
41-51 Wentworth Avenue 
Pagewood 2019 NSW 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9384 5442 
Fax: 61 2 9384 5395 
Email: leila. saldanha@kellogg corn 
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Dr Catherine St. Hilare 
Director 
Regulatory Affairs 
Hershey Foods Corporation 
19 E. Chocolate Avenue 
Hershey, PA 17033-0805 
Phone: 717 534 5034 
Fax: 	717 534 6161 

Dr H. Michael Wehr 
National Milk Producers Federation 
1840 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, Virginia 22201 
Phone: 703 243 6111 
Fax: 	703 841 9328 
Email: wehrhere@aol.com  

URUGUAY 

Mr Cesar Ferrer 
Consul General 
Consulate General of Uruguay 
G.P.0 Box 717 
Sydney, N.S.W. 2001 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9251 5544 
Fax: 61 2 9251 5455 
Email: curuvuay@ozemail.com.au  

VIET NAM 

Dr Nguyen Nhu Tiep 
Senior Expert 
National Fisheries Inspection and Quality 
Assurance Centre 
Ministry of Fishery 
Phone: 84 4 835 4966 
Fax: 	84 4 831 7221 

Mr Nguyen Van Thanh 
Expert 
Department of Sciences and Technology 
Ministry of Fishery 
Phone: 84 4 832 5630 
Fax: 	84 4 832 6702 

OBSERVER COUNTRIES 

BRUNEI 

Dr Mohamad Yussof Bin Haji Mohiddin 
Deputy Director 
Department of Argriculture 
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources 
Bandar, Seri Begawan 2059 
Phone: 673 2 382788 
Fax: 673 2 382226 

Mrs Rosidah Metussin 
Agricultural Chemist 
Argricultural Department 
Ministry of Industry and Primary Resources 
Bandar Seri Begawan 2059 
Phone: 673 2 661352 
Fax: 673 2 661354 

INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

COMMISSION OF lith EUROPEAN 
COMMUNITY 

Mr Robert Hankin 
Deputy Head of Unit 
Foodstuffs Legislation 
Directorate General for Industry 
Commission of the European Communities 
RP 11 3/2 
Rue de la Loi 200 
B1049 Brussels Wetstraat 200 
Belgium 
Phone: 32 2 295 97 73 
Fax: 	32 2 296 09 51 

Mr Andrew John Wilson 
Head of Section 
Veterinary Legislation Unit 
Commission of the European Communities 
L84, 7/11 
Rue de la Loi, 84 
B-1049 Brussels 
Belgium 
Phone: 32 2 295 84 12 
Fax: 32 2 295 31 44 
Email: andrew.wilson@dgb.cec.be  
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CONSUMERS INTERNATIONAL 

Ms Mara Bun 
Policy Manager 
Australian Consumers Association 
57 Carrington Road 
Marrickville NSW 2204 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 559 9830 
Fax: 61 2 558 0224 
Email: mara.bun@ausconsumer.com.au  

Ms Sally Nathan 
Food Policy Officer 
Consumers International 
57 Carrington Road 
Marrickville NSW 2204 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 9577 3374 
Fax: 61 2 9577 3377 
Email- ausconsumer@choice.consumer.org  

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS OF THE EU 

Mr Paul Culley 
Secretariat of EU Council of Ministers 
175 Rue De La Loi (40 GM) 
1048 Brussels 
Belgium 
Phone: 32 2 285 6197 
Fax: 32 2 285 7686 
Email: paul.culley@GSC3.consilium.  

belgacom.be  

FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL 
ORGANIZATION (FAO) OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS 

Mr Richard J. Dawson 
Special Advisor 
Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
Regional Office for Asia Pacific (RAP) 
Maliwan Mansion 
29 Phra Atit Road 
Bangkok 10200 
Thailand 
Phone: 66 2 281 7844 
Fax: 	66 2 281 9757 

INTERNATIONAL DAIRY FEDERATION 

Mr Philip Fawcet 
National Manager (Standards) 
Ministry of Agriculture 
PO Box 2526 
Wellington 
New Zealand 
Phone:  644 498 9874 
Fax: 64 4 474 4239 
Email: fawcetp@ra.maf.  govt. nz  

Mr Frank Catanzariti 
Quality Assurance 
C/- Nestle Foods 
GPO Box 4320 
Sydney NSW 2001 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 993 12467 
Fax: 	61 2 993 12610 

INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE OF 
REFRIGERATION 

Mr Keith Richardson 
Liaison Officer 
Food Research Laboratory 
CSIRO Food Processing Division 
P.O. Box 52 
North Ryde NSW 2213 
Australia 
Phone: 61 2 887 8333 
Fax: 	61 2 887 3107 

INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS 
ORGANIZATION 

Mr Owen Archer 
Director 
International & Technical Services 
Standards Australia 
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OFFICE INTERNATIONAL DES 
EPIZOOTIES (OIE) 

Dr Peter Thomber 
Special Veterinary Assistant 
Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer 
Dept of Primary Industries and Energy 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Australia 
Phone: 61 6 271 6343 
Fax: 	61 6 272 5697 
Email: peter.thornber@dpie.gov.au  

JOINT FAO/WHO SECRETARIAT 

Mr David Byron 
Food Standards Officer 
Joint  FAO! WHO Food Standards Programme 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome 
Italy 
Phone: 39 6 5225 4419 
Fax: 39 6 5225 4593 
Email: david.byron@fao.org  

Dr Kazuaki Miyagishima 
Scientist 
Joint  FAO! WHO Food Standards Programme 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome 
Italy 
Phone: 39-6-5225-4098 
Fax: 39-6-5225-4593 
Email: miyagishimak@who.ch  

Mr Greg Oriss 
Chief, Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards 
Programme 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
00100 Rome 
Italy 
Phone: 39 6 5225 2042 
Fax: 39 6 5225 4593 
Email: Gregory.Orriss@fao.org  

Ms Peg Douglass 
Codex Consultant 
Australian Quarantine & Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Australia 
Phone: 61 044 74 0172 
Fax: 61 044 74 0172 
Email: peggy.douglass@dpie.gov.au  

AUSTRALIAN SECRETARIAT 

Ms Ruth Lovisolo 
Manager 
Food Standards Policy Section 
Food Policy Branch 
Australian Quarantine and Inspection Service 
GPO Box 858 
Canberra ACT 2601 
Australia 
Phone: 61 6 272 5112 
Fax: 61 6 272 3103 
Email: ruth.lovisolo@dpie.gov.au  



- 34 - 

ALINORM 97130A 
APPENDIX II 

DRAFT GUIDELINES FOR THE DESIGN, OPERATION, ASSESSMENT AND 
ACCREDITATION OF FOOD IMPORT AND EXPORT INSPECTION AND 

CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 

(Advanced to Step 8 of the Procedure) 

SECTION  1-  OBJECTIVES 

These guidelines provide a framework for the development of import and export inspection 
and certification systems consistent with the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and 
Certification28 . They are intended to assist countries 29  in the application of requirements and the 
determination of equivalency, thereby protecting consumers and facilitating trade in foodstuffs. 3° 

The document deals with the recognition of equivalence of inspection and/or certification 
systems and not with standards related to specific food products or their components (e.g., food 
hygiene, additives and contaminants, labelling and quality requirements). 

Application by governments of the guidelines presented in this document should help build and 
maintain the necessary confidence in the inspection and certification system of an exporting country 
and facilitate fair trade, taking account of the expectations of consumers for an appropriate level of 
protection. 

SECTION  2- DEFINITIONS 

Audit is a systematic and functionally independent examination to determine whether activities and 
related results comply with planned objectives. 31  

Certification is the procedure by which official certification bodies and officially recognized bodies 
provide written or equivalent assurance that foods or food control systems conform to requirements. 
Certification of food may be, as appropriate, based on a range of inspection activities which may 
include continuous on-line inspection, auditing of quality assurance systems, and examination of 
finished products. 4  

Equivalence is the capability of different inspection and certification systems to meet the same 
objectives. 
Inspection is the examination of food or systems for control of food, raw materials, processing and 
distribution, including in-process and finished product testing, in order to verify that they conform to 
requirements." 

28 	CAC/GL 20-1995 
29 	For the purpose of these guidelines, "countries" includes regional economic integration organizations to 

which a group of countries have transferred competences as regards food import and export inspection and 
certification systems and/or the negotiation of equivalency agreements with other countries. 

30 	The Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification includes that in the design and 
application of food inspection and certification systems, importing countries should take into account the 
capabilities of developing countries to provide the necessary safeguards (Paragraph 18). 

31 	Consistent with the Principles for Food Import and Export Inspection and Certification (CAC/GL 20-1995). 
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Official accreditation is the procedure by which a government agency having jurisdiction formally 
recognizes the competence of an inspection and/or certification body to provide inspection and 
certification services. 

Official inspection systems and official certification systems are systems administered by a government 
agency having jurisdiction empowered to perform a regulatory or enforcement function or both. 4  

Officially recognized inspection systems and officially recognized certification systems are systems 
which have been formally approved or recognized by a government agency having jurisdiction. 4  

Requirements are the criteria set down by the competent authorities relating to trade in foodstuffs 
covering the protection of public health, the protection of consumers and conditions of fair trading. 4  

Risk analysis is a process consisting of three components: risk assessment, risk management and risk 

communication. 32  

Risk assessment is a scientifically based process consisting of the following steps: (i) 	hazard 

identification, (ii) hazard characterization, (iii) exposure assessment and (iv) risk characterization. 5  

Risk management is the process of weighing policy alternatives in the light of the results of risk 

assessment and, if required, selecting and implementing appropriate control options, including 
regulatory measures. 5  

Risk communication is the interactive exchange of information and opinions concerning risk among 
risk assessors, risk managers, consumers and other interested parties. 5  

SECTION  3- RISK ANALYSIS 

Consistent and transparent application of risk analysis will facilitate international trade by 

increasing confidence in the food safety and in the inspection systems of trading partners. It will also 
enable inspection resources to be targeted effectively on hazards to public health arising at any stage 
of the food production and distribution chain. 

The principles of Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) developed by the Codex 
Committee on Food Hygiene33  provide a systematic basis for the identification and control of hazards 
so as to ensure the safety of food. The use of a HACCP approach by food businesses should be 
recognized by governments as a fundamental tool for improving the safety of foodstuffs. 

SECTION  4- QUALITY ASSURANCE 

The voluntary utilization of quality assurance by food businesses should also be encouraged in 
order to achieve greater confidence in the quality of products obtained. If safety and/or quality 
assurance tools are used by food businesses, the official inspection and certification systems should 
take them into account in particular through the adaptation of their control methodologies. 

32 	ALINORM 97/33 Appendix III (b), subject to endorsement by the Commission. 

33 	Guidelines for the Application of the Hazard Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) System (CAC/GL 18- 

1993), currently under revision (ALINORM 97/13A, Appendix II). 
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Governments do, however, retain the fundamental responsibility to ensure by official 	• 
inspection and certification34  the conformity of foodstuffs to requirements. 

The degree to which industry effectively utilizes quality assurance procedures can influence 
the methods and procedures by which government services verify that requirements have been met, 
where official authorities consider such procedures to be relevant to their requirements. 

SECTION  5- EQUIVALENCE 

The recognition of equivalence of inspection and certification should be facilitated where it can 
be objectively demonstrated that there is an appropriate system for inspection and certification of food 
by the exporting country in accordance with these guidelines. 

For the determination of equivalence, governments should recognize that: 

inspection and certification systems should be organized for the risk involved, considering 
that the same food commodities produced in different countries may present different 
hazards; and, 
control methodologies can be different but achieve equivalent results. For example, 
environmental sampling and the strict application of good agricultural practices, with 
limited end product testing for verification purposes, may produce a result equivalent to 
extensive end product testing for the control of agriculture chemical residues in raw 
products. 

Controls on imported food and domestically produced foods should be designed to achieve the 
same level of protection. The importing country should avoid the unnecessary repetition of controls 
where these have been already validly carried out by the exporting country. In these cases a level of 
control equivalent to domestic controls should have been achieved at the stages prior to import. 

The exporting country should provide access to enable the inspection and certification systems 
to be examined and evaluated, on request of the food control authorities of the importing country. 
Evaluations of inspection and certification systems carried out by the authorities of an importing 
country should take into account internal programme evaluations already carried out by the competent 
authority or evaluations performed by independent third-party bodies recognized by the competent 
authority in the exporting country. 

Evaluations of inspection and certification systems by an importing country for purposes of 
establishing equivalence should take account of all relevant information held by the competent 
authority of the exporting country. 

Equivalency Agreements 

The application of equivalence principles may be in the form of agreements or letters of 
understanding established between governments either for inspection and/or certification of production 
areas, sectors or parts of sectors. Equivalence may also be established through the administration of a 
comprehensive agreement which would cover inspection and certification of all food commodity forms 
traded between two or more countries. 

34 	For the purpose of these guidelines, "inspection and certification" means "inspection and/or certification" 
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15. 	Agreements on the recognition of equivalence of inspection and certification systems may 
include provisions concerning: 

the legislative framework, control programmes and administrative procedures; 
contact points in inspection and certification services; 
demonstration by the exporting country of the effectiveness and adequacy of its 

enforcement and control programmes, including laboratories; 
where relevant, lists of products or establishments subject to certification or approval, 

accredited facilities and accredited bodies; 
mechanisms supporting continued recognition of equivalence, eg., exchange of 

information on hazards and monitoring and surveillance. 

Agreements should include mechanisms to provide for periodic review and updating and 

include procedural mechanisms for resolving differences arising within the framework of the 

agreement. 

SECTION  6-  INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION SYSTEM INFRASTRUCTURE 

Countries should identify the main objectives to be addressed through import and export 

inspection and certification systems. 

Countries should have in place the legislative framework, controls, procedures, facilities, 

equipment, laboratories, transportation, communications, personnel and training to support the 

objectives of the inspection and certification programme. 

Where different authorities in the same country have jurisdiction over different parts of the 

food chain, conflicting requirements must be avoided to prevent legal and commercial problems and 

obstacles to trade. For example, while provincial or state laws may exist there should be a competent 

authority at the national level capable of ensuring uniform application. However, an importing 

country authority may recognize a sub-national competent authority for purposes of inspection or 

certification where this arrangement is acceptable to the national authorities concerned. 

Legislative Framework 

For the purposes of this section, legislation includes acts, regulations, requirements or 

procedures, issued by public authorities, related to foodstuffs and covering the protection of public 

health, the protection of consumers and conditions of fair trading. 

The effectiveness of controls related to foodstuffs depends on the quality and completeness of 

legislation for foods. Legislation should provide authority to carry out controls at all stages of 

production, manufacture, importation, processing, storage, transportation, distribution and trade. 

Legislation may also include provisions as appropriate for the registration of establishments or 

listing of certified processing plants, establishment approval, licensing or registration of traders, 

equipment design approval, penalties in the event of non-compliance, coding requirements and 

charging of fees. 
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The national competent authority in the exporting or importing country should have the ability 
to enforce and take action based on adequate legislation. It should take all necessary steps to insure the 
integrity, impartiality and independence of official inspection systems and officially recognized 
inspection systems and to ensure that the inspection programme contained in national legislation is 
delivered to a prescribed standard. 

Control programmes and operations 

Control programmes help to ensure that inspection actions relate to objectives, since the 
results of these programmes can be assessed against the objectives set for the inspection and 
certification system. Inspection services should draw up control programmes based on precise 
objectives and appropriate risk analysis. In the absence of detailed scientific research, control 
programmes should be based on requirements developed from current knowledge and practice. Every 
effort should be made to apply risk analysis based on internationally-accepted methodology, where 
available. 

In particular, countries should require or encourage the use of a HACCP approach by food 
establishments. Official inspectors should be trained in the assessment of the application of HACCP 
principles. Where programmes include the drawing and analysis of samples, adequate sampling and 
appropriately validated analytical methods should be established to ensure that the results are 
representative and reliable in relation to the specific objectives. 

The elements of a control programme should include, as appropriate : 

inspection; 
sampling and analysis; 
checks on hygiene, including personal cleanliness and clothing; 
examination of written and other records; 
examination of the results of any verification systems operated by the establishment; 
audit of establishments by the national competent authority; 
national audit and verification of the control programme. 

27. 	Administrative procedures should be in place to ensure that controls by the inspection system 
are carried out: 

regularly in proportion to risk; 
where non-compliance is suspected; 
in a co-ordinated manner between different authorities, if several exist. 

28. 	Controls should cover, as appropriate: 

establishments, installations, means of transport, equipment and material; 
raw materials, ingredients, technological aids and other products used for the preparation 
and production of foodstuffs; 
semi-finished and finished products; 
materials and objects intended to come into contact with foodstuffs; 
cleaning and maintenance products and processes, and pesticides; 
processes used for the manufacture or processing of foodstuffs; 
the application and integrity of health, grading and certification marks; 
preserving methods; 
labelling integrity and claims. 
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The elements of the control programme should be formally documented including methods and 
techniques. 

Decision criteria and action 

The controls programme should be targeted at the most appropriate stages and operations, 
depending on the specific objectives. Control procedures should not compromise the quality or safety 
of foods, particularly in the case of perishable products. 

The frequency and intensity of controls by inspection systems should be designed so as to take 
account of risk and the reliability of controls already carried out by those handling the products 
including producers, manufacturers, importers, exporters, and distributors. 

Physical checks applying to import should be based on risks associated with the importation. 
Countries should avoid systematic physical checks on imports except in justified cases such as 
products associated with a high level of risk; a suspicion of non-conformity for a particular product; 
or a history of non-conformity for the product, processor, importer or country. 

When physical checks are to be undertaken, sampling plans for imported products should take 
into account the level of risk, the presentation and type of commodity to be sampled, the reliability of 
controls of the exporting country and of those responsible for handling the product in the importing 
country. 

Where an imported product is found not to be in conformity, the resulting measures should 
take into account the following criteria to ensure that any action is proportionate to the degree of 
public health risk, potential fraud or deception of consumers: 

repeated non-conformity in the same product or in the same category of products; 
history of non-conformity of those responsible for handling the products; 
reliability of checks made by the country of origin. 

35. 	The specific measures applied may be cumulative if necessary and may include: 

In respect of the product not in conformity-- 

requirement for the importer to restore conformity (e.g. where problems relate to 
labelling for consumer information and have no effect on inspection or health); 
rejection of consignments or lots, in whole or in part; 
in the case of potentially serious health risk, destruction of the product; 

In respect of future imports-- 

control programmes implemented by the importer or exporter to ensure problems do not 
re-occur; 
increased intensity of checks on categories of products identified as being not in 
conformity and/or the undertakings concerned; 
request for information and cooperation on the product or the category of products found 
not to be in conformity by the responsible authorities in the country of origin (increased 
checks at origin including controls as indicated in paragraphs 27-28); 
on-site visits; 
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in the most serious or persistent cases, imports from establishments or countries may be 
suspended. 

Where possible, and upon request, the importer or their representative should be given access 
by the relevant food control authority of the importing country to a rejected or detained consignment 
and in the latter case, the opportunity to contribute any relevant information to assist the control 
authorities of the importing country to make their final  decision. 

Where product is rejected, information should be exchanged in accordance with the Codex 
Guidelines for the Exchange of Information between Countries on Rejections of Imported Food35 . 

Facilities, Equipment, Transportation and Communications 

Inspection staff should have access to adequate facilities and equipment to undertake 
inspection procedures and methodologies. 

Reliable transportation and communication systems are essential to ensure delivery of 
inspection and certification services when and where they are needed and for the transmission of 
samples to laboratories. 

Communications facilities should be provided to ensure adequate compliance action and to 
address potential recalls. Consideration should be given to developing electronic information exchange 

systems, in particular to facilitate trade, protect consumer health, and to combat fraud. 

Laboratories 

Inspection services should utilize laboratories that are evaluated and/or accredited under 
officially recognized programmes to ensure that adequate quality controls are in place to provide for 

the reliability of test results. Validated analytical methods should be used wherever available. 

Inspection systems' laboratories should apply the principles of internationally accepted quality 
assurance techniques to ensure the reliability of analytical results36 . 

Personnel 

Official inspection services should have, or have access to, a sufficient number of qualified 
personnel as appropriate in areas such as: food science and technology, chemistry, biochemistry, 
microbiology, veterinary science, human medicine, epidemiology, agronomic engineering, quality 
assurance, audit and law. Personnel should be capable and appropriately trained in the operation of 
food inspection and control systems. They should have a status which ensures their impartiality and 
have no direct commercial interest in the products or establishments being inspected or certified. 

SECTION  7- CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 

An effective certification system depends on the existence of an effective inspection system as 

described above in Section 6. 

35 	ALINORM 97/30, Appendix 2 

36 	The Codex Committee on Methods of Analysis and Sampling is studying a series of internationally 

recommended documentation on quality assurance systems for laboratories. The complete reference will be 
included in the final version of these guidelines. 
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Demand for certification should be justified by risk to health or risk of fraud or  deception. 
Alternatives to certification should be considered wherever possible, in particular where the inspection 
system and requirements of an exporting country are assessed as being equivalent to those of the 
importing country. Bilateral or multilateral agreements, such as mutual recognition agreements or 
pre-certification agreements, may provide for dispensing with certification and/or the issuance of 
certificates which were previously required in certain cases. 

Certification should provide assurance of the conformity of a product or batch of products, or 
that a food inspection system conforms to specified requirements, and will be based, as appropriate, 
on : 

regular checks by the inspection service; 
analytical results; 
evaluation of quality assurance procedures linked to compliance with specified 
requirements; 
any inspections specifically required for the issuance of a certificate. 

Competent authorities should take all necessary steps to ensure the integrity, impartiality and 
independence of official certification systems and officially-recognized certification systems. They 
should ensure that personnel empowered to validate certificates are appropriately trained and fully 
aware, if necessary from notes of guidance, of the significance of the contents of each certificate 
which they complete. 

Certification procedures should include procedures to ensure the authenticity and validity of 
certificates at all the relevant stages and to prevent fraudulent certification. In particular, personnel: 

should not certify matters without their personal knowledge or which cannot be 
ascertained by them; 
should not sign blank or incomplete certificates, or certificates for products which have 
not been produced under appropriate control programmes. Where a certificate is signed 
on the basis of another supporting document, the person signing the certificate should be 
in possession of that document; 
should have no direct commercial interest in the products being certified. 

SECTION  8-  OFFICIAL ACCREDITATION 

Countries may officially accredit inspection or certification bodies to provide services on 
behalf of official agencies. 

To be officially accredited, an inspection or certification body must be assessed against 
objective criteria and must comply at least with the standards set out in these guidelines, particularly 
in relation to the competence, independence and impartiality of personnel. 

The performance of officially accredited inspection or certification bodies should be regularly 
assessed by the competent authority. Procedures should be initiated to correct deficiencies and, as 
appropriate, enable withdrawal of official accreditation. 
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SECTION 9 - ASSESSMENT AND VERIFICATION OF INSPECTION AND 
CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS 

A national system should be subject to audit separate from routine inspection. Inspection and 
certification services should be encouraged to carry out self-evaluation or have their effectiveness 
evaluated by third parties. 

Self-assessment or third-party audits should be carried out periodically at various levels of the 
inspection and certification system, using internationally-recognized assessment and verification 
procedures. The inspection services of a country may undertake self-assessment for such purposes as 
assuring the adequacy of consumer protection and other matters of national interest, improving 
internal efficiency or facilitating exports. 

A prospective importing country may undertake a review with the agreement of the exporting 
country of the inspection and certification systems of an exporting country as part of its risk analysis 
process, with a view to determining requirements for imports from that country. Periodic assessment 
reviews may be appropriate following the commencement of trade. 

For the purpose of assisting an exporting country to demonstrate that its inspection or 
certification systems is equivalent, the importing country should make readily available adequate 
information on its system and its performance. 

Exporting countries should be able to demonstrate adequate resources, functional capabilities 
and legislative support in addition to effective administration, independence in the exercise of their 
official function and, where relevant, performance history. 

Guidelines on procedures for conducting an assessment and verification of the systems of an 
exporting country by an importing country are in the Annex. 

SECTION  10- TRANSPARENCY 

Consistent with the principles on transparency contained in the Principles for Food Import and 
Export Inspection and  Certification',  and in order to promote consumer confidence in the safety and 
quality of their food, governments should ensure that the operations of their inspection and 
certification systems are as transparent as possible, while respecting any legitimate constraints of 
professional and commercial confidentiality and avoiding the creation of new barriers to trade by 
giving a misleading impression of the quality or safety of imported products in comparison with 
domestic products. 
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ANNEX 

GUIDELINES ON PROCEDURES FOR CONDUCTING AN ASSESSMENT AND 
VERIFICATION BY AN IMPORTING COUNTRY OF INSPECTION AND CERTIFICATION 
SYSTEMS OF AN EXPORTING COUNTRY 

Introduction 

1.1 	Assessment and verification should concentrate primarily on effectiveness of the inspection 
and certification system in operation in the exporting country rather than on specific commodities or 
establishments. 

1.2 	Assessment and verification may be conducted by officials of the importing country. The 
subject of assessment and verification may be an exporting country's inspection and certification 
infrastructure, or a specific inspection and certification regime applied to a single producer or group 
of producers. 

Preparation 

2.1 	Those responsible for conducting the audit should prepare a plan that covers the following 
points: 

the subject, depth and scope of the audit and the standards or requirements against which 
the subject will be assessed; 
the date and place of the audit, along with a timetable up to and including the issue of the 
final report; 
the identity of the auditors including, if a team approach is used, the leader; 
the language(s) in which the audit will be conducted and the report issued; 
a schedule of meetings with officials and visits to establishments, as appropriate; 
confidentiality requirements. 

2.2 	This plan should be reviewed in advance with representatives of the country and, if necessary, 
the organization(s) being audited. 

2.3 	Where different authorities of an importing country have jurisdiction over different aspects of 
food control in the importing country, such authorities should coordinate their conduct of an audit in 
order to avoid any duplication of visits in the assessment of the exporting countries' inspection and 
certification infrastructure. 

Opening Meeting 

An opening meeting should be held with representatives of the exporting country, including 
officials responsible for the inspection and certification programmes. At this meeting the auditor will 
be responsible for reviewing the audit plan and confirming that adequate resources, documentation, 
and any other necessary facilities are available for conducting the audit. 

Examination 

This may comprise both the examination of documentary material and an on-site verification. 
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4.1 	Document Review 	 • 

The document review may consist of a preliminary review of the national food inspection and 
certification system, with emphasis on the implementation of elements of the system of inspection and 
certification for commodity(ies) of interest. Based upon this preliminary review, the auditors may 
examine inspection and certification files relevant to these commodities. 

4.2 	On-site Verification 

4.2.1 The decision to proceed to this step should not be automatic but should be based upon a 
variety of factors such as risk assessment of the food commodity(ies), history of conformity with 
requirements by the industry sector or exporting country, volume of product produced and imported 
or exported, changes within a country's infrastructure, changes to the food inspection and certification 
systems, and training (theoretical and practical) of inspectors. 

4.2.2 On-site verification may involve visits to manufacturing facilities and food handling or storage 
areas to check on compliance with the information contained in the documentary material referred to 
in 4.1. 

4.3 	Follow-up Audit 

Where a follow-up audit is being conducted in order to verify the correction of deficiencies, it 
may be sufficient to examine only those points which have been found to require correction. 

5. 	Working Documents 

5.1 	Forms for reporting assessment findings and conclusions should be standardized as much as 
possible in order to make the approach to audit, reporting and assessment more uniform and efficient. 
The working documents also include any checklists of elements to evaluate. Such checklists may 
cover: 

legislation and policy; 
establishment structure and working procedures; 
the adequacy of inspection and sampling coverage and inspection standards; 
sampling plans and results; 
certification criteria; 
compliance action and procedures; 
reporting and complaint procedures; 
training of inspectors. 

6. 	Closing Meeting 

A closing meeting should be held with representatives of the exporting country, including 
officials responsible for the inspection and certification programmes. At this meeting the auditor will 
be responsible for presenting the findings of the audit as well as, where appropriate, an analysis of 
conformity. The information should be presented in a clear, concise manner so that the conclusions 
of the audit are clearly understood. If possible, an action plan for correction of any deficiencies 
should be agreed. 
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Report 

The draft report of the audit should be forwarded to the appropriate authorities in both 
countries as soon as possible. It should include a report of the audit findings with supporting evidence 
for each conclusion, along with any details of significance discussed during the closing meeting. The 
fmal report should incorporate the comments by the appropriate authorities of the exporting country. 

Frequency of auditing 

The potential importing country shall decide the frequency of auditing in agreement with the 
exporting country. Factors to be taken into account include the findings of previous audits and the 
existence and effectiveness of self-audit systems or third party audit of the exporting country's 
control systems. 
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ALINORM 97130A 
APPENDIX HI 

ANNEX 1 

CRITERIA FOR A GENERIC CERTIFICATE FOR THE 
EXPORT OF FOOD AND FOOD PRODUCTS 

Scope 

Certificates may be issued for a variety of purposes to satisfy specific market requirements. 
These might include provisions for minimal acceptable quality, freedom from contaminants or specific 
limits for contaminants, additives or residues of agricultural and veterinary chemicals, or that products 
were produced, handled, processed or transported under sanitary conditions meeting the requirements 
of the importing country, or those requirements of the exporting country if these were previously 
determined to be equivalent under an equivalence or other agreement. 

Certificates have taken many forms depending of the needs of the end-user. They may be 
product specific covering a commodity area, or cover one or a number of conditions, such as: 

health or sanitary requirements; 
quality or grade; 
origin; 
statement of content, for example, residue limit of a certain compound, or food additive; 
disease free status; 
composition or process requirements; or 
religious requirements. 

However, all of these issues may be adequately covered in a multi-purpose certificate which 
covers all the areas common to the needs of trading countries and provide for the inclusion of specific 
issues. 

3. 	The certificate is the outcome of, firstly, ascertaining the relevant requirements of the importing 
country and, secondly providing a mechanisms to verify that the consignment conforms to those 
requirements at the time of certification. The requirements for a certification system to fulfil these 
functions comprise: 

government arrangements, including health, environment, endangered species, etc.; 
exporter to importer contractual arrangements; 
legal responsibility; 
management of resources, documentation, communication and review mechanisms. 

The following criteria focus solely on the issue of the physical certificate for purposes of 
government to government undertakings, or the discharge of international obligations. 

Criteria for certificates 

All certificates contain fields of information about the identity of the product, the lot size and 
other essential details that will enable ready identification of the lot during initial or documentary 
checks by either customs or import inspection authorities, and certain data that enables the certificate 
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• 	to be authenticated. Such information normally required on certificates may be summarised under the 
following groupings: 

Description of the Consignment 

6. 	This information covers a number of fields on the certificate which assists in the identification 
of the product at any stage of export or import. This should include at least: 

Name and address of the exporter/consignor (person or company that is marketing the goods). 
This information may be used by the official certification agency, or officially recognised 
certification agency, which will require this information for traceback and audit purposes. It 
may include a local exporter's agent or shipper where an international company with a foreign 
address is nominated as the exporter. 

Name and address of the consignee (person or company to whom the goods are being delivered 
or sold). 

Transport details. This includes the mode of transport, the carrier (vessel or aircraft) 
identification, the port of loading, and the date of departure. 

Declared point of entry. The final destination of the goods should be stated. 

Distinguishing marks. Markings on containers should be included where they assist in 
identifying the consignment. Shipping container numbers and container seal numbers are also 
valid identifiers of consignments and may be included where known. 

Number and type of packages. 

A description of the goods including, for example, species, presentation, type of treatment, etc. 
Additional information in relation to, for example, types of treatments, should appear in a 
separate field, see i. below. 

The total quantity that accurately reflects the lot size. 

Other information. This may include information necessary for the importing country that does 
not form part of the description of the goods such as details of treatment of product, producing 
establishments, botanical names of plants, etc. 

Counny of origin 

7. 	This should reflect the place of production or, in the case of a processed food, the place 
where the product status changed 37 . 

Attestation 

8. 	This field provides for certifying the sanitary or phytosanitary status of the goods described in 
the certificate. 

37 	Codex General Standard for the Labelling of Prepackaged Foods, Section 4.5, Codex Stan 1-1985 (Rev 1- 
1991); published in the Codex Alimentarius Volume 1A, Rome 1995. 
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9. 	In addition to the identification of the data related to the shipment, a certificate is a legal 	• 
document that specifies the lot is in conformity or meets: 

the specified food and/or production standards required by the importing country; 

provisions of bilateral or multilateral agreements between the importing and exporting countries; 
and 

in the absence of such provisions, the standards and requirements as agreed upon, with emphasis 
on the use of standards and codes of practice of the Codex Alimentarius Commission38 . 

With regard to these points reference should be made to Article 6 of the Code of Ethics for 
International Trade in Food39. 

Declaration 

10. 	This should include the name of the government organisation, or its delegate, the country of 
issue, the official seal or stamp, and the signature of the inspector or qualified official representing the 
competent authority or its delegate. 

Certificate identity/authenticating data 

11. 	The certificate should display sufficient information in terms of discreet identity to enable its 
authenticity to be validated, such as: 

The name of the official agency and the country that issues the certificate. 

Certificates should also carry a unique reference, either numerical or alpha-numerical, that 
enables easy identification, trace back, audits, and recordkeeping. 

Model certificate 

12. 	A suggested model certificate, based on the United Nations Layout Key, and incorporating the 
relevant elements of the IPPC draft certificate and the proposed model certificate being developed by 
CCFFP, is at Annex 2. This provides an example of a layout that incorporates all of the information 
fields covered above. 

38 	CX/FFP 96/2, Annex I (Draft Model Certificate for the Certification of Fish and Fishery Products). 
39 	CAC/RCP 20-1979, Rev 1 (1985), published in the Codex Alimentarius Volume 1A, Rome 1995. 
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ANNEX 2 

MODEL CERTIFICATE 

Exporter/Consignor Certificate No 

TITLE 

Naine and address of issuing authority 

Consignee 

Country of origin of goods 

Port of Loading 

Vessel/Aircraft Date of Departure 

Port of discharge Final destination (if on carriage) 

Identification 	 No and kind of 	Description of goods 	 Quantity 
Shipping marks, 	 packages 

Container Number 
Seal Number 

Details of Producing Establishments 

Details of Treatment 

Attestation 

DECLARATION 

Dated at 	(place) 

on 	 (date). 

Seal 

Signature of Signing Officer 	 Printed Name 


