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DRAFT MAXIMUM LEVEL FOR OCHRATOXIN A IN WHEAT, BARLEY AND RYE AND
DERIVED PRODUCTS

The following comments have been received from Argentina.

ARGENTINA

Argentina considers the proposed maximum level of Ochratoxin A for cereals of 5 µg/kg
unacceptable.

From the point of view of its comparison with Aflatoxin B1, Ocratoxin A has been classified by the
IARC as a “possible human carcinogen” group 2B, while Aflatoxin which is a proven human
carcinogen belongs to Group 1 A.

Risk analysis studies should be carried out by the JECFA in order that decisions can be made in
respect of Ochratoxin A.

Until the JECFA has carried out an evaluation in 2004 and in view of the fact that the difference in
health hazard between the two limits of 5 or 20 µg/kg is not of significant importance, and taking as
antecedent what has been agreed for Aflatoxins, the Codex should adopt the same criterion for
Ochratoxin A and accept 20 µg/kg as the maximum level.

Just as for the rest of the mycotoxins, it is better to establish guidelines with recommendations to
prevent contamination than to fix tolerance levels and carry out checks which could be very costly,
in particular for developing countries.


