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About the Partnership 

o 14 intergovernmental organizations / 19 RFBs 

In 2015 we celebrated “10 years of FIRMS”  



 RFBs:  
 to increase visibility beyond their area of competence (e.g. NAFO) 

 to provide a dissemination capacity when no other dissemination mechanism 
exists (e.g. CECAF) 

 to foster information exchange in context where data sharing is not practiced 
(e.g. RECOFI) 

 to be functional to needs of Fishery Management Plans (e.g. WECAFC) 

 regional dashboard of indicators for the State of environment (e.g. CLME+) 

 National agencies of governments dealing with fisheries reporting 

 Officers working on global analyses on state of fishery resources 

 iNGOs promoting sustainable fisheries and keen to report on 
progress in fisheries management (e.g. SFP, Ocean Trust) 

 General public, to whom fishery data should be made available in 
more immediate and easy ways 

 

FIRMS target audience 



FIRMS Data coverage 

FIRMS is reporting on Marine Resources and Fisheries  
 

o Published inventory of             1082 stocks and 322 fisheries  

o Status reports exist for about    600 stocks and 200 fisheries 

FIRMS Marine Resources 
data coverage (tuna 
resources not included) 

FIRMS Fisheries data coverage 



 WECAFC 15 (March 2014)  endorsed the Fisheries and Resources 
Monitoring System (FIRMS) partnership following the 
partnership proposal and arrangement formulated during the 
WECAFC-FIRMS Workshop on Marine Resources and Fisheries 
Inventories (November 2013) 

 

 269 marine resources in the inventory, 44 reports published as 
fact sheets 

 250 fisheries 
       

Sources: 2004 and previous reports. 

WECAFC and FIRMS 



 Responsibilities: WECAFC ensures overall coordination and holds overall 
publishing responsibility. WECAFC is responsible for the content of the 
marine resources inventory while countries are responsible for the content 
of the fisheries inventory. 
WECAFC has the corporate responsibility for the overall consistency of the 
fisheries inventory, overview of strategic and policy aspects.  
CRFM and OSPESCA: Fulfil an operational role to facilitate country 
contributions, hold ownership over subregional inventories, contribute to 
mobilize funding support.  

 Governance: WECAFC nominate a FIRMS focal point for the WECAFC region. 
Same CRFM and OSPESCA for the sub-regions. 

 Maintenance: Marine Resource reports can be published upon published 
WECAFC Working Group Reports. Countries can update the content of their 
fishery inventory on a routine basis.  

Responsibilities, maintenance workflow and 
contribution to FIRMS governance 



 Inventories constitute the backbone of the FIRMS knowledge base. 
Inventories provide the complete picture from which to assess current 
level of knowledge  

 Marine Resources and Fisheries are inventoried for reporting purpose 

 To capture status and trends of Marine Resources and Fisheries 

 The inventory is implemented using an Excel format for initial data 
input 

 Once harmonized according FIRMS standards and validated by data 
owners, information is stored into the FIRMS database and published 
as fact sheets  

 Through their data inputs in FIRMS, partners contribute to the global 

inventory of marine resources and fisheries.  

FIRMS Marine Resource & Fishery inventories 



 

 Marine Resource inventory: a comprehensive list of aquatic 
resources of value to fisheries. 
The aquatic resources are the biotic element of the aquatic ecosystem, 
including genetic resources, organisms or parts thereof, populations, etc. with 
actual or potential use or value (sensu lato) for humanity.  

FIRMS Marine Resource & Fishery inventories 



 

 Fishery inventory: a comprehensive list of fishery units identified 
at an agreed scale and within a defined scope, including 
consideration of geographic reference, thematic approach, and 
purpose.  
Geographic reference, thematic approach, and purpose are the main criteria 
driving the identification of fishery units in an inventory.  

 

FIRMS Marine Resource & Fishery inventories 



 One input many outputs 

FIRMS Marine Resource & Fishery inventories 



 Examples of fact sheets (not yet published) 

 Saint Lucia Flyingfish Fishery http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/906/en   

 Bahamas Lobster fishery http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/970/en   

 Bahamas Queen Conch fishery http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/969/en   
 

FIRMS Marine Resource & Fishery inventories 

http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/906/en
http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/906/en
http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/970/en
http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/970/en
http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/969/en
http://firms.fao.org/firms/fishery/969/en


Thank You! 

¡Muchas Gracias! 

Merci! 


