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D

Hossein Ali Abdolhay

Dear Delegates, Excellences, ladies and gentlemen,

The Islamic Republic of Iran as Chair of the COFI Sub-Committee in aquaculture wishes to welcome you all to
this 9™ session hosting by FAO Headquarters for intensive consultations and technical discussions. The work on
environmental protection, biodiversity during the intersessional period continued to be pursued as an integral part
of the ecosystem approach to aquaculture (EAA) aimed at developing a common approach to FAO's work through
Tools for Assessment and Planning on aquaculture sustainability in line with SDG2, the aquaculture being one
of the richest source of proteins in food for a Zero hunger achievement in the next decades.

Also as Chair of the Sub-committee we wants to appreciate the good work undertaken by the Secretariat in
preparing and releasing the documents of this session.

As aware, the third biennial survey of the implementation of the Code of Conduct on Responsible Fisheries, as it
applies to aquaculture, was carried out in 2017 and the results which include environmental protection and
biodiversity will be presented and discussed in this session to give appropriate consideration of biodiversity and
ecosystem services as aquaculture reliance. Also inputs on the State of the Worlds Aquatic Genetic Resources
with alien germplasm will be discussed for a sustainable aquaculture development.

Through regional initiatives, such as the Water Scarcity Initiative in the Near East and North Africa Region
(NENA),as well as workshops organized in desertification, some implementing activities focusing on the
development of water saving using integrated agri-aquaculture production systems have been implemented. To
be reminded that such systems could reduce water requirements for the production of high-quality protein (fish)
and fresh vegetable products, securing food security and nutrition for rural populations living in remote and arid
areas.

The sixth Iranian Fisheries Development Programme with a focus on developing and strengthening sustainable
aquaculture was implemented from April 2017.

The Islamic Republic of Iran in his capacity of Chair is glad to open the 9" Session of the Sub-Committee on
Aquaculture wishing fruitful dialogues for a better aquaculture implementation.

Thank you all for the attention.
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Arni M. Mathiesen
( )

Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Observers, Ladies and Gentlemen

It is my honour to welcome you to the Ninth Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries Sub-Committee on
Agquaculture. | know that many of you have travelled considerable distances to attend this meeting; | wish to
thank you for your efforts to join us here in Rome, Italy. Your presence confirms the continuing importance of
aquaculture and the significance of this Sub-Committee for your countries. | am elated at the wide representation
from so many FAO member countries, and am pleased to welcome as well the various Inter-Governmental
Organizations and Non-Governmental Organizations.

Indeed, the Sub-Committee on aquaculture is a unique global forum where aquaculture related matters are
debated and strategic plans developed at the highest level by representatives of countries and their respective
aquaculture authorities from all over the world. In addition, the participation of Inter-Governmental organizations
and Non-Governmental Organizations significantly broadens the discussions, and presents an opportunity for
FAOQ to hear the views represented from a wide spectrum of stakeholders.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

As you may be aware, last week we celebrated World Food Day which is a joyous occasion for the Organization
and its members. However, we felt a shadow. For the first time in many years, global hunger is on the rise, adding
an even greater sense of urgency for FAO and the Rome-based agencies. The demand for aquatic food is expected
to increase by approximately 2% per year over the coming decades, driven by the increasing global population
as well as the trend of increasing consumption of fish and aquatic foods as people become wealthier and more
aware of the health benefits of eating fish and shellfish, plus other aquatic species, including algae.

We know that aquaculture is a promising sub-sector that would and should help “fill the gap’ in the worldwide
projected demand for aquatic food in the future. This increase in aquaculture output may be realized through a
variety of combined ways, including through important advances in scientific and technological development in
inter alia farming systems, rearing facilities and equipment, farmed species health care as well as improvement
in aqua-feeds and feeding will help. Also, through the genetic improvement and selective breeding, aquaculture
production can be significantly increased without expansion or extra inputs. Efficient resource use is so central
to FAO’s goals that it is represented by the five principles identified in FAO’s Common vision for sustainable
food and agriculture, which is on your agenda for this week. Indeed, through the implementation of this common
vision, including the principles outlining the protection of ecosystem services and biodiversity, climate smart
agriculture, improving livelihoods and enhancing the enabling environment through good governance, there are
many opportunities for the sustainable intensification of aquaculture which will help to address this growing
demand, both now and for future generations.

I would like to share with you some highlights of the global aquaculture status with the most recent FAO data
collected worldwide. Despite a relaxed annual growth rate in aquaculture in the new millennium measured at
global scale, world aquaculture production continued to grow reaching 106 million tonnes with an estimated
value of USD163 billion in 2015. A total of 591 aquatic species and species groups grown in freshwater, seawater,
brackish water and inland saline water have been registered with their production volume and value in the FAO
Global Aquaculture Production statistics database, which is open for public access.

More specifically, the production of farmed aquatic animals was 77 million tonnes in 2015, up by 4 percent from
2014. And the production of 29 million tonnes of farmed aquatic plants in 2015, mostly seaweeds, was 7 percent
up from 2014. In fact, when capture and aquaculture are combined, aquaculture contributed 45 percent to the
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world’s production of aquatic animals, including finfish, molluscs, crustaceans and other species. Please note that
the contribution of aquaculture was only 26 percent in 2000. In the production of aquatic algae, which dominated
by seaweeds, over 96 percent rely on aquaculture. Finally, it is worthy to point out that the development of finfish
farming in inland areas with freshwater environment has been the most important driver for total increase in
annual aquaculture output, as this subsector contributed 64 percent to the 2005-2015 increase in world production
of farmed aquatic animals for human consumption.

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen

Ensuring food security through sustainable farming practices for our growing world population is more important
than ever before. In many countries the aquaculture sector plays a crucial role in enhancing social and economic
development.

Globally, FAO is putting considerable efforts on the promotion and development of the aquaculture sector.
Selected examples include

¢ FAOQ’s Blue Growth Initiative which is based on the sound principals of the Code of Conduct for
Responsible Fisheries and aimed at creating an enabling environment for those involved in fisheries
and aquaculture to act not only as resource users but also to play an active role in protecting and
safeguarding these natural resources for the benefit of future generations. Together with partners, the
FAO is increasingly implementing Blue Growth at global, regional and country levels.

e The Regional Reviews produced earlier this year complement SOFIA, the State of the World Fisheries
and Aquaculture Report, and aim to provide additional and more up-to-date information on the state of
the aquaculture sector in different parts of the world.

¢ Our focus on aquatic biodiversity as well as promising technologies for their conservation and sustainable
use including through the COFI Advisory WG on Aquatic Genetic Resources and Technologies.

e The SDGs. FAO is working with countries to use the SDGs to inform policy-making, planning and
management for sustainable aquaculture development.

e Aquaculture for food security and nutrition. The importance of fish is often not reflected in food security
and nutrition and public health policies. Using the FAO’s WAPI tool, for example, we can generate
quantitative information on aquaculture sector performance and the importance of aquaculture in food
security and nutrition at the national, regional and global levels. A demonstration of the WAPI tool is
being given outside this meeting room throughout the next four days.

Some of this work has been presented yesterday during a Seminar on SIDS and Blue Growth opportunities, and
some other work will either be discussed in the various agenda items here. Also, we have a Side Event on AMR
which will be held on Wednesday during the lunchtime break, and you are cordially invited to attend this Side
Event which will offer presentations and panel discussions in an informal setting with ample opportunity for
exchange of views and ideas.

Excellencies, Distinguished Representatives, Ladies and Gentlemen

We are gathered here today to work towards the same goals, to support the sustainable and responsible
development of the aquaculture sector. This forum, where policy makers can discuss and deliberate how best to
create an enabling environment for the aquaculture sector to flourish, allows the Members to address the
challenges of which we are all aware. The increasing role that aquaculture will play in global food security, socio-
economic development and in meeting the gap between fish demand and supply is well recognized. However,
the long term sustainability of aquaculture will need to be shaped by all of us through appropriate policies, best
production practices, supporting institutions and an enabling environment. Many stakeholders will need to be
involved, not only Government and policy makers and farmers, but industry, user groups and 1GOs and NGOs
will be essential partners with whom to build mutually beneficial partnerships.

We look forward to fruitful discussions regarding important aspects for the development of the aquaculture sector,
such as (i) Aquaculture, the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)/Agenda 2030 and FAQ's common vision
for sustainable food and agriculture (ii) Aquatic genetic resources for aquaculture development and the
Department’s work with member countries and many other stakeholders towards a first State of the World on
Aguatic Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (iii) Extension for aquaculture development (iv) Special
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event on Aquaculture in the Small Island Developing States (SIDS): Blue Growth opportunities for SIDS in a
changing climate (v) Progress reporting on the implementation of the Technical Guidelines on aquaculture
certification and the evaluation framework to assess conformity of aquaculture certification schemes with the
guidelines. These and other topics will be debated by you in the forthcoming days. Your deliberations will help
FAO address several of our strategic objectives and especially Strategic Objective 2: Increase and improve
provision of goods and services from agriculture, forestry and fisheries in a sustainable manner.

The continuous dedication and guidance provided by you has formed this Sub-Committee into a unique forum,
where countries from around the world and at all stages of the development pathway can participate in balanced
deliberations on aquaculture issues. | will close my opening remarks by stressing the high importance of your
work in this COFI Sub-Committee on Aquaculture. | wish you well in your deliberations.

Thank you.
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