  Ecosystem Approach to Aquaculture (EAA)

Baseline Report Headings-Adapted for a national evaluation/or  an aquaculture system
(Adapted from EAF Tool Box)
This factsheet provides guidance on key information to be collected as background to the EAA  planning steps and activities and can be applied at i)  the national level or ii) at provincial level or iii) to an aquaculture zone/ aquaculture management system/waterbody.
-An EAA baseline Report should contain information on the items  1 to 13 in the Outline below; each topic should be developed in a succinct but comprehensive way in no more than 3 pages but Annexes can be added. The body of the report should be maximum 40 pages plus figures and Annexes.
The Table below should also be completed 

OUTLINE
1.   Is there a Management Plan for aquaculture   in the country 
2.
Where there is no management plan, are there stated or de facto objectives for the aquaculture system?

3.
What is the legal framework within which the farming system is operating?

4.
What are the institutional and administrative frameworks for the aquaculture management in the country? 

6.   Overview of the aquaculture current situation in the specific geographical area to be addressed, (weather is the whole country  or will focus on one aquaculture zone)
6.1
Give brief information on the area/s being used/or with potential to be used, geographical location, boundaries, carrying capacity considerations for used water bodies
6.2
Details of the farming system 

6.3
Number of farmers /workers. Indicate full-time and part-time, direct indirect.

       6.4 Provide information on direct interactions between aquaculture and other sectors, e.g. fisheries /agriculture examples of interactions are: users competing for common areas,  farmers not being allowed to access needed resources (e.g. water, land), aquaculture escapes affecting fisheries, competition for common markets etc.
      6.5 Other users affecting aquaculture through pollution 

     6.6  Other potential impacts on aquaculture, e.g. climate change
7. 
Available scientific and traditional knowledge/ information on the resources being used by aquaculture

 7.1  Seed provision (wild or hatchery)

       7.2  Water resources being used

       7.3  Land  resources use


7.4
  Potential damage to sensitive habitats; e.g. mangroves, benthic communities

       7.5  Nutrient discharge and potential impacts

       7.6  Use of feeds, feeds composition

8. 
Assessment of the importance of the aquaculture system in the national economy

8.1 Value of  aquaculture production
8.2 Products, post harvest process, markets and quantitative assessment of the value and employment of aquaculture activities in value-addition and linked to the sector. Describe equity aspects, income distribution, local employment, market demand
 9.
Full set of management measures being implemented for aquaculture according to table  below. Add other management measures in place. 
10.
Is there a national or local forum for discussions on management of aquaculture  or other resource?  (e.g. fishery) if yes, please give a short description of the forum (nature, frequency, subject of discussions, outcomes, etc.).
11.
Any other comments relevant to current management of the aquaculture system and the way forward for the introduction of EAA 
SUMMARY EAA BASELINE REPORT 

	Type of management tool (suitable for assessment)
	Tick
	 Comments

(e.g. when introduced, effectiveness, compliance, etc.)

	Equity-based access rights to land and water bodies well implemented and enforced
	
	 

	Zoning  plan (area for specific aquaculture system) well developed and enforced
	
	

	Stakeholders and local communities consulted on the aquaculture zoning plan
	
	

	Aquaculture farms and hatcheries are registered
	
	

	Production according to carrying capacity of water bodies (limits set on density)
	
	 

	Environmental assessment and monitoring in place (EIA), including evaluation and monitoring  of impacts on biodiversity by single farms when appropriate and by the clusters of farms through strategic environmental assessment ( SEIA)
	
	 

	Control and regulation of Effluents
	
	 

	Control and regulation of Seed (source – wild, hatchery –produced)
	
	 

	Control of Water abstraction
	
	 

	Control/regulation of movement of live aquatic animals/seeds
	
	 

	Food safety, (along the lines of CODEX)
	
	 

	Control on the use of drugs, chemicals and other substances
	
	 

	Biosecurity framework in place
	
	 

	Capacity building and technical support  to farmers well implemented
	
	

	Better management practices  (BMPS) are known by all farmers and implemented effectively
	
	 

	Local and national markets well developed
	
	

	Employment of local inhabitants
	
	 

	Significant contribution to food security and fish consumption at local level
	
	

	Significant contribution to community development
	
	 

	Conflict resolution with other users of common water bodies and coastal zones well implemented
	
	

	Preparedness to climate change and other threats is well implemented for the sector
	
	


� Ponds, cages, raceways etc,  areas 





