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About GCFI

➢ Founded in 1947 in association with University of Miami

➢ Spun-Off in mid-1980’s and became a non-profit

➢ Originally the annual conference and publication of 

the Proceedings were the primary products…but 

things have changed



The Annual Conference

➢ Close to 400 registrations from over 40 countries

➢ Mix of science and management products

➢ Special symposia, sessions, and workshops 

➢ CINEFISH 



Sponsored by Numerous Organizations 



Sessions from the 62nd GCFI included:

 Coastal Resources and Habitat

 Are Tropical Bottom Trawl Fisheries Sustainable? Implications and Alternatives

 Invertebrate Biology and Fisheries

 Biology and Fisheries of Demersal and Reef Fishes

 Socio-economics and Fisheries Management

 Pelagics and Recreational Fisheries

 Biology and Management of Reef Fish Spawning Aggregations

 Caribbean Marine Protected Areas Science and Management

 Success Stories in Marine Conservation: Applying ecosystem-based management and 
Facing Climate Change

62nd Meeting of the GCFI – Cumana Venezuela



Workshops and Symposia at the GCFI



The Proceedings of the GCFI

➢ Published Yearly and Provided to GCFI Members

➢ Online version provided as Open Access





Student Awards for Academic Achievement, 
Schmied Award, SCRFA Award,

and Travel Awards



The Ocean Innovation Award



Fisheries for Fishers



The Initiatives (and partnerships) 

of GCFI





CaMPAM



CaMPAM Webpage



MPA Database





Small Grants Case Study
BELIZE-BAHAMAS FISHERMEN EXCHANGE:
Lionfish Management Training Workshop



Preparation for consumption





Capacity Assessment Report 











Sargassum



Caribbean Node of the GPML



Case Study – Microplastics in Caribbean Fish



Emerging Issues - Microplastics
Fibers Film



1. Expand the knowledge base required for implementation of 

Ecosystem Approach of Key Fisheries including flyingfish; spiny 

lobster; and shrimp and groundfish in the CLME+ region

2. Expand the knowledge base to support habitat protection and 

restoration in the CLME+ region

3. Expand the knowledge base required for the efficient and cost-

effective reduction of LBS pollution in the CLME+

Identify Science-Policy Gaps in the 

countries sharing the Caribbean and North 

Brazil Shelf Large Marine Ecosystems

CLME+



WWW.GCFI.ORG


