FAOAND THE

EIGHT MILLENNIUM
DEVELQPMENT
GOALS

The difference in the levels of
knowledge and education between
rural and urban areas is called the
urban-rural education divide. It

is the main barrier to achieving
universal primary education by
2015. It is also a key obstacle to
eradicating poverty and hunger,
promoting gender equality

and empowering women.

1: Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
GOAL 2: ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION
3: Promote gender equality and empower women

4: Reduce child mortality
5: Improve maternal health

£ Combat HIV/&I0%, malaria and other diseases
7. Ensure environmental sustainability
B: Develop a global partnership for development

The 2008 UMESCO Global Monitcring Report
indicates that over B0 percent of the at beast

T2 millicn out-of-schoal children live inonaral
areas b a conseguence, the majarity of the 774
million illiterate youth and adults in the warld
are rural The FAD publication Educetion for
rural people and food seonfy: 0 oSS Counny
analyzis (2007) indicates that focd seourity and
unisersal primany education of rural children
are directly connected. Therefore, the two Esues
need to be tackled together and as a priority.

The maparity of the world’s poor are rural,
illiterate and engaged in subsistence
agriculture. llliteracy exdudes themn from
leamning new farming skills that could inorease
their productivity, inoomes and food security
Iliteracy iclates them and prevents them
from participating in democracy. At the
same time, rural children's ability to beam is
compromised by hunger and malnutrition,
undermining opportunities eventually o
becomee effective farmers and contribute to
effiorts to overcome powerty and hunger

WHAT FAD I5 DOING

FACH is the lead UM agency for the Education for
Rural Pecple (ERF) initiative (hitpo/iswa foo.org
arpdeny, in partnership with the United Mations
Commission fior Sustainable Development.

In cooperation with UMESCO, ERP was

lunched in 2002 during the World Summit

on Sustainable Development. It is one of

nine flagship inftiathves of the: Education

Far All programme bed by UNESCO. Since

2002, ERP has deweloped a network of

about 370 partners from the agriculbure and
education sectors, induding government
ministries, intermational agencies, cvil society;
academia, the media and the private sector.

Ky facts
Ower B percent of the at beast 12 milkon

children of primany sl age who
are not in scheod live in nural areas

A estimated T4 millon adults — bao-thinds
of whinim are women — ladk hasic literaoy
sl and the majerity of them are rural.

The majority of illRerate children, youth and
acdults |wve in rural areas and are imiolved
in eruring food secunity for hemisves
and the wider comnmunity while lacking
equitahle acress to quality baske education.

These childeen maost likely o drop
out of schoal or to not attend at al
are often girls and thase from poorer
househalds liing in nural areas.

ERP is a research-based approach
promating multisectoral alkances between
ministries of education and agriculurne
and related stakeholders.

ERP identifies political, instibutional,
organizational and individual opportunities and
constraints that poor pecple face in accessing
education and training services. The initiatie
seeks to empower the rural poor 1o become fully
integrated actors of the development process. [t
does this by promoting collaboration among the
education, agriculture and rural development
sectors. The sirategy covers reseanch, imowledge
generation and sharing, advocacy, policy

waork and capacity development, 25 well
s standards, guidelines and field work

The: initiatihve disseminates imosdedoe,
innavatiors and lessors leamed by ERP
partmers including in aress such 2 guality of
and access to education, gender-resporsive
leaming emdronments, panent and comemunity
engagement, and accommadation of non-
traditional keamers. Educotion for ruro!
peopies The role of educchion, traning and
coporily development in poverty reduction
and food securfy (2009], presents a synthesis
of lessons learned and cutputs achieved
since the lunch of the ERP partnerchip

Examples of outputs
Policy and strateqgy

» The Befjing Education for All High Level
Group (2005) recormmended that ERP
be cne of the three world prionties 1o
achieve universal primary educaticn and
EFA at international and national kewels

» A strategy for education for rural peaple
in Kosowo, developed in 2004 by the
Ministry of Agriculture, Fomestry and Rural
Development and the Ministry of Education,
Sdence and Technology with FAD technical
amistance, amits policy-makers on a ange
of rural education isues fhitpdfawa foa
org/sd e TR Phosovoenglish POF].

Knowledge generation and exchange

m A joint FAC-UMESCO ERP Web site & avalable
in six languages at Fifp.faw fooorgerpdien

= An ERF publication series, most of which can
be downloaded, has been developed since
2003 and now includes maore that 20 tithes:
bt foo.orgysderpy
ERFPuhlicotians_en fitm

= The ERP Tool Kit contains teaching
materiak including videos on agriculture
ard rural development for use by teachers,
exbension staff and students. The kit,
which also oowers good practioss, i
aailable at hitps i foo onglepiens

wwrw. fao . org




o O GOAL 2: ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION

EIGHT HELENNIUM
DEVELLQFMENT

Fleld work
F&D provides technical assistance to member children's diets, they are sometimes cities where schoals haee Emited space ar
countries implementing schoal gardens Enked to school fesding programmes. lack open earth, the school ganden can
and school-feeding programmes, which can consist of plants growing in containers.
encourage school attendance and bring In most cases, the school garden is an
direct nutritional benefits to children. The area of land within the school grounds FAD has produced a manual for teacher s,
main objective of school gardens is actiee or nearby Vegetables, flowers, medicinal parenits and communities on Sefting up and
lzaming, often tranemitting to parents plants, trees, bushes and other plants are runming a school gorden [Mltps/Avwm foo.org
and other interested community members usually grosem. Occasionally, small animads sohooigordenSgibrary en.fimi.
innovative gardening techmigues. When school such 2 dudics, rabbits, chickens, goats
gardens produce enough 1o complemant and fish are kept in the school garden. In

School attendance by age and residence
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MDG 2 ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL
PRIMARY EDUCATION

Education has long been acclaimed as a powerful engine for
reducing hunger and poverty. Yet today, hunger and powverty
not only persist, they stand in the way of the drive toward
universal primary education because they contribute to poor
health and compromise children’s abilities to leam.

Lack of education and illiteracy of rural people undermines
their potential to be productive and employable and affects
their eaming capacities. Rural areas lag far behind wrban
areas in attendance and completion of primary education,
even thoughiit is known that every year of schocling increases
individual earning potential by abowt 10 percent. Farmers with
just four years of education are 9 percent more productive
than those with no education, and the number increases to 13
percent when combined with the availability of inputs such as
fertilizers and farm machinery.

Recognizing the needs of rural areas. Current surveys
indicate that of the 72 million children of primary schocl age
who are not in school, 80 percent live in rural areas where
poverty and hunger are most widespread. In addition,
attendance and completion rates are lowest among rural
children. The gender gap is present throughout, with girls
being less likely to enroll, attend or complete their primary
educations. Further, many poor rural families cannat afford
school fees. They often depend on their children to handle
menial tasks such as collecting fuebwood, weeding or
caring for animals and thus are not inclined to send them
to school.

Educating children requires holistic approach. While
MDG 2's stated target is universal primary education, those
involwed in achieving the goal recognize the need for taking
a holistic approach that also includes education for youth and
adults. Ten years before the Millennium Summit, FAD was
among participants in the World Conference on Education
for All (EFAL EFA convened in Thailand to discuss issues of
illiteracy and agreed to go beyond the primary education
model that focuses only on children's reading, writing and
arithmetic and add “skills for life” for all age groups. In other
words, the goal was an educational curriculum that would
intreduce all - children, youth and adults — to topics such as
agriculture, nutrition and health, providing the knowledge
needed to live in dignity and to be productive. Skills for life
give students the background to make informed life choices
that can include issues such as how to grow crops, when to
have children or how to survive a typhoon.

Today, with the progress in achieving universal primary
education in many developing countries, it is necessary to
be realistic as to what comes next. Children who complete
primary education in rural areas most probably will never go
to secondary or to higher education because those facilities
simply do mot exist in nural areas and the majority of rural
families cannot afford to send their children to secondary
schools in urban areas. This means that unless efforts are made
to miake Education for All a holistic exercise that indudes all
rural children, youths and adults, the chances are slim that
the populations of poor rural areas will emerge as leaders or
contribute to making the policy of their countries.

FAO APPROACH TO MDG 2

FAQ is imvalved in programmes and activities that aim to
reduce childhood malnutrition, improwve the access of rural
children to primary education, and prowide education
and skills training to youth and adults in rural areas.
Intermationally, FAD facilitates formulation of policies to
include rural people in education, and the exchange of good
practices and knowledge on education for rural peaple
Mationally, it stimulates cooperation between education and
agriculture ministries in formulating strategies that combine
rural development with EFA goals. FAD provides the type of
technical support that addresses the basic education needs of
rural people, with assistance in areas such as setting up schoal
garden programmes that educate children in herticuliure
wrhile alsa providing fresh, nutritious foods for schiool feeding
programmes, or formulating education programmes and
distributing teachers” manuals and leaming materials relevant
to rural life that cover isswes such as biodiversity, food safety
and the future of the forests.

FOOD COMES FIRST FAO AND THE 8 MILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS

FAO - Education for Rural People (ERP) Coordination Unit

ERP Web site: http://www.fao.org/erp

ERP Toolkit: http://www.fao.org/erp/erp-toolkit-en/en/

e-mail: erp@fao.org

m ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION

ERP PARTNERSHIP AND TOOL
KIT AVAILABLE TO ALL

Education for Rural People (ERP) is an FAD-
led partnership of 60 countries, 200 NGDs,

30 universities and a hast of on-the-graund
programmes and local organizations as well as
international organizations such & UNESCO.
It affers education and skills training activities
to all rural citizers, not just those imohved
directly in agriculture. In all, more than 350
partners participate in ERP activities that include
research, policy, advocacy and field projects
and bridge the efforts of thase working in

the education and agricultural sectors.

Under FAD's guidance, ERP has develaped a toal
kit — available to all online — that offers educational
training materials for extensionists, rural teachers,
instructors, trainers, parents and researchers in
formal and non-formal education for rural people.

LITERACY COURSE INCLUDES
SKILLS FOR LIFE

“When a hurricane carme, my friends were afraid.
But | had taken a literacy course and they taught
e what 1o do when a storm comes. | kivew that
I had 1o cover my chickens. When the storm was
aver, my chickens were safe but my friends who
had not gane to the literacy course had lost their
chickens. Because af the literacy course, | khow
that | am & person If | lose everything tomorrow |
can start again because | have knowledge inside”

Femaole adult education student. Micaragua

FAD AND THE 3 MILLENMIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS FOOD COMES FIRST .



