HIGH-LEVEL SEGMENT OF THE 2011 SESSION OF ECOSOC
Report of the Side Event organized by FAO in collaboration with UNESCO, WFP, ILO and DESA

 “Unleashing the potential of rural people through education and training for food security and development”
1.15pm – 2.45pm, 6 July 2011, Geneva

OVERVIEW
The objective of this side event was to raise awareness among Governments and other stakeholders about the importance of investing in education and training for rural people to achieve all of the MDGs, and especially MDG 1, 2 and 3. 

The side event served also as a platform to discuss key issues such as policies and financing needed to overcome the urban-rural knowledge barrier and education gap, the access to education and skills training for rural children youth and adults, the quality of education in rural areas, and the participation of rural women in education. It also provided a forum to share innovative approaches including curriculum reform, to match rural employment prospects, distance learning and life-long learning, school feeding non formal education and application of the ICTs.  

The side event was chaired by the Minister of Education of Bangadesh, the Honourable Nurul Islam, with statements and presentations made  by the PR. of Malawi to the UN, Ambassador Bowler, the ADG of UNESCO, Mr. Tang, the Director General of the Ministry of Education, Mr. Chacon and the Deputy Director of Education of Malawi, Mr. Mazinga. It was attended by some 60 participants. Among the participants were Ministers, several permanent Representatives to the UN in New York and Geneva, high-level representatives from UN organizations, delegates from Member countries, and representatives of civil society and the private sector. The Programme of the side event is given in Annex 1 while Annex 2 provides the Issues Paper used as a background for the meeting. Following short presentations by the panellists, a lively debate ensued. 

Positive feed-back was received about the high relevance of the side event considering the critical importance of educating rural populations, in particular women, to strengthen food security and foster inclusive development. Some important conclusions emanating from the side event included:

· Agriculture is the engine of growth for rural communities and the sector is the most powerful in poverty reduction.

· Rural education played a pivotal role in strengthening the role of agriculture in reducing hunger and poverty; in particular, empowerment of women and youth had strong multiplier effects. 
· Rural education was more effective when complemented with incentive measures, inter alia, school feeding programmes, assistance to families of children attending school and received vaccines and regular health care; in other cases, school feeding had been mainstreamed in the national education sector, including school health interventions, sanitation, nutrition and HIV prevention; also, important was to address simple infrastructural problems pertaining to the needs of female students so as to increase their school attendance.

· Availability of well trained and motivated teachers especially for remote rural areas was a constraint and some innovative approaches using young graduates had proven very successful; also important was the smart use of ICT appropriately tailored for the capacity of rural communities.

· In effectively targeting youth and preparing them for the needs of the labour market, efforts were being made in promoting agricultural education tailored for the needs of rural people and on informal entrepreneurship devoted to vocational education especially related to agriculture.
· The importance of adopting and applying modern agricultural technologies was stressed as well as the role of UN agencies in promoting related training and extension services in rural areas.

· Finally, emphasis was placed on the need for strong political commitment in education by national authorities, effective coordination of efforts and fostering partnerships with all stakeholders.

PRESENTATIONS BY PANELLISTS

Introductory remarks by Mr Abdessalam Ould Ahmed, Director of FAO Liaison Office, Geneva

· Our main challenge is eradicating poverty and food insecurity (majority of the world’s poor live in rural areas)
· Agriculture is the engine of growth for rural communities and national economies overall; agriculture sector is the most powerful in poverty reduction

· Recent setbacks in reducing hunger following global economic slowdown and soaring food prices
· Crisis revealed fragility of present food system and questioned past approaches in rural development
· Sustainable Crop Production Intensification is new paradigm promoted by FAO and its development partners based on increasing productivity while saving the natural resource base
· Need a dramatic increase in investment, including in ODA allocated to agriculture 
· Promotion of education for rural people, with its strong multiplier effects, is at the heart of new paradigm. 
Introductory remarks by the Chair H.E. Mr Nurul Islam Nahid MP, Minister for Education, People’s Republic of Bangladesh

· Agriculture plays key role in reducing poverty in Bangladesh contributing 25% of the GDP and employing the majority of labor force.
· Education at all levels is recognized as a major factor in addressing hunger and poverty 

· Empowerment of women and youth play a critical role to achieve success
· Among concrete programmes pursued are the “One house-One farm program”, youth employment scheme, support of SMEs for young entrepreneurs and social safety nets for the poor

· In increasing agricultural productivity special emphasis is placed on modernization of sector, new technologies and innovation, and expansion of facilities for agricultural research 
· As 50% of Bangladesh’s population is illiterate, great effort of government to increase education for rural people and awareness of farmers to new varieties and innovative technology and make available agriculture information centres to reach farmers at the grass-roots level 
· The Ministry of education is mainstreaming agricultural education in the curriculum at all levels of the education system
· Also, efforts in promoting agricultural education and developing skilled professionals specialized in agriculture, in turn being able to educate rural people.
Remarks by H.E. Mr Brian Bowler, P.R. of the Republic of Malawi to the UN in NY, Malawi

· Absence of women among the panelists, an indication of the need to educate and empower more women
· Many countries spend large sums on defense and wars and very little on agriculture and education
· Reiterated what Gordon Brown said, about failing to deliver on achieving the MDGs 

· Women are at the heart of rural development; they are the ones that run agriculture in Africa and elsewhere and in charge of household food security
· Highlighted the importance and multiplier effect of educating women and the need for specific policies targeting them
· Stressed the need of appropriate technology in each country: “a pencil and a book are more important to Malawi schools than Microsoft tools”.
· Praised WFP’s school feeding program as an excellent initiative. Also, addressing simple infrastructural problems, such as providing toilets for girls, can increase considerably their attending school
· He “declared war” on men hindering women getting educated. 

Presentation by Mr Qian Tang, Assistant Director General of UNESCO, speaking on behalf of co-sponsors (complete Statement in Annex 3)
· Noted that 3.1 million people live in rural areas, half of the world’s population 

· There is a strong link between food security and education as a result of many factors

· 66 million children today in school are hungry and they don’t pay attention to school, this is a consequence for the quality of learning 

· Women faced problems in accessing education; among children that are out of school, most of them are girls

· Millenium Development Goal 1 led to the launching of the Education for rural people initiative by FAO and UNESCO in 2002. It covers both formal an informal education for rural people including children, youth and adults, especially women 

· ILO promotes informal entrepreneurship devoted to technical capacity building, especially vocational education related to agricultural development 

· WFP’s supports national school feeding projects in 62 countries aimed at keeping children in school

· Greater priority must be given to education for rural people and their effective training 

· Governments need to increase their commitment to education for rural people, in particular by strengthening programmes and resources to address the education needs of rural women and mainstreaming education for rural people in national development plans
· A multi-agency approach to education for rural people is needed to foster rural development.

Presentation by H.E. Mr Mario Chacon, DG for International Relations, Ministry of Education, Mexico 

· Remarked about the great economic disparity in Mexico, being the 11th world economy, however the 61st in terms of GDP per capita

· A large student population (24 million), 1.2 million teachers and free education up to the age of 12 amounts to a large burden on government budget; also a challenge to private sector to offer them gainful employment 

· Due to the high number of indigenous people, education is offered in Spanish and in 52 languages and hundred millions of textbooks are produced annually 

· Dispersion of population in small communities highlights the importance and challenge of providing education to rural people and the efforts in reducing the gap between rural and urban communities

· CONAFE is a specialized national commission that take care of small (below 150 persons) and dispersed rural community

· As a mean to attract teachers in rural schools CONAFE offers scholarships to high school graduates who spend a year in small rural communities prior to entering university. For one year of work student get three years of salary 

· Another programme offers assistance to families of children attending school only if children receive vaccines, visit doctors and have health care (“opportunities” programme) 
· School breakfasts motivate families to send their children to school and help poor families; also, providing adequate school infrastructure is important for girls’ attendance
· Improved gender equality has been achieved at all education levels
· Increasing emphasis is placed on education that is linked to the labor market and gives students job opportunities.

Presentation by Mr Charles Mazinga, Deputy Director, Ministry of Education, Science and Technology at the Department of School Health, Nutrition, HIV and AIDS (SHNHA), Malawi

· School feeding is supporting food security: school feeding is part of Malawi’s food security strategy as well as a means of empowering women 

· School feeding has been mainstreamed in the national education sector, including school health interventions, sanitation, nutrition and HIV prevention

· Key objectives that drive this program include avoiding early pregnancy and increasing school enrollment

· There has been a large increase in enrolment, especially of girls, thanks to school meals

· Appreciation to WFP for its continued support to the school feeding programme 

· Additional benefits from the “home-grown” school feeding programme include an incentive to local production and support to farm incomes; a very important extra for local economy. 

· Some challenges still remain: dependence on external money and infrastructure needs would have to be addressed.
INTERACTIVE DIALOGUE
Philippines:

· Emphasized the importance of adopting and applying modern technologies in rural areas and the role of UN agencies in promoting related education and appropriate technical support
· Called for promoting appropriate technologies and education tools for rural people and for making use of proven technologies, which need to be relevant to the specific situation of each country.

Morocco:

· Morocco’s experience and some of the initiatives pursued were similar to those of Mexico 

· Main limitations in implementing programmes were budgetary constraints

· Emphasized the importance of external assistance in national education initiatives and the imperative of coordinating both of national actions as well as those supported from external assistance

· Informed the meeting about the on-going process in Morocco in reforming the constitution to give women more possibilities to participate in decision making including at all levels of public administration.

Estonia:

· Noted that in Estonia ICT offered many possibilities and solutions for education in urban areas, although there was a problem in reaching 25% of the population living in rural areas
· The solution was to make available internet access through public libraries at schools in rural areas, an initiative that has been very successful. 

Bangladesh:

· Remarked, in connection with budgetary constraints, that the slogan of this ECOSOC is “need for funds for education”
Ms Sheila Sisulu (WFP) 

· Informed about WFP’s use of innovative approaches to food distribution through SMS and a vouchers system 

· Another effective innovation was the packaging of all-weather rations which could reach affected populations under any conditions and save lives 

· Yet another innovative development was the buying of food locally ensuring that children get the right food at the right time. Also this supported smallholder farmers in rural areas, including women. Women with money had power and they decided how to spend the earned money to support their families.
Mr Qian Tang (concluding remarks)

· Mentioned an innovative literacy programme in rural areas, about to start in Pakistan (in collaboration with Nokia): a sentence is sent out every day through cellular phones

· Emphasized the need for: strong political commitment in education by national authorities; coordination and partnership with stakeholders at all levels, inside and outside the country;

importance of promoting effective and appropriate use of new technologies to help rural communities; and the need to work as One UN

Abdessalam Ould Ahmed (concluding remarks)

· Reiterated the critical importance of women in their role in food security

· Reminded the meeting about the focus of the last edition of the FAO State of Food and Agriculture (SOFA) which had focused on the very issue of the contribution of women to food security and how that role can be further enhanced

· Characterized women as “the nexus of progress” and the extraordinary impact they have in the education of children and in passing critical knowledge to the next generation
· Concluded that education was a lifelong possession; the only thing people carry with themselves - in time of shocks or crises, as urban or rural dwellers or as migrants - is their education and their skills.
