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	ECOSOC High Level Segment 2011

Issues Notes for the ECOSOC Ministerial Roundtable Breakfast

“Increasing Access, Enhancing Quality and Promoting Equity in Education through Innovation 

Products and Partnerships: ICTs and Teaching-Learning Materials”
Hosted by UNICEF and WIPO 

Tuesday 5th July, 8.15 – 9.45 am 

Delegates’ Dining Room (Geneva Room) at the Palais des Nations


I. Background and Rationale
As of 2008, 88% of children around the world enrolled in primary school.  This figure represents significant progress since the 2000 World Education Forum in Dakar.  However, despite this important achievement, the international community is not on track to deliver on the promise of quality education for all by 2015. According to the 2011 Global Monitoring Report (GMR), some 67.5 million primary-aged children are currently not in school, half of whom are girls and more than 40% of whom live in countries affected by conflict.  Further, although children in school are frequently minimally better served than those out, both groups in developing and least-developed countries still face multiple deprivations that affect their capacity to actualize their learning potential.

Achieving universal primary education means more than just full enrolment.  It encompasses quality education for all children regardless of gender, location, ethnicity and disability, among other factors that would equip them for life, livelihood and lifelong learning.  It requires the global community to join efforts to protect and expand the gains made over the past decade and to intensify and accelerate actions to reach the marginalized and excluded. It also requires innovation in all dimensions of education, including in teaching-learning materials and other resources created for children in varying contexts and with diverse learning and life needs.

UNICEF and WIPO believe that partnerships play a key role in the achievement of this major goal and that the corporate sector, with its wide range of expertise and its business models, can contribute towards it in a major way.  Building on recent initiatives, such as the 2010 Roundtable on ICTs and Education at the UN Secretary General’s Private Sector Forum and the 2011 ECOSOC Philanthropy Event for partnering for MDG 2, to advance the global discussion on education, UNICEF and WIPO are organising a Ministerial Breakfast Roundtable with global corporate executives to look at collaborative efforts aimed at increasing access to quality education for all children through the implementation of forward-looking strategies at the intersection of intellectual property and information and communication technologies (ICTs).

2. Intended Outcomes

The general objective of the Ministerial Breakfast Roundtable is to showcase innovative initiatives and to promote innovation in and for universal primary education for children, particularly the marginalised and excluded.

The expected outcomes are:

· Increased awareness of specific gaps for reaching the marginalised and excluded.

· Increased awareness of the opportunities provided by intellectual property to support new models of distributing information and creative content, particularly materials for primary education.
· Increased visibility of partners’ work in innovation in primary education.  

· Increased interest of the private sector in adopting and supporting innovative initiatives that can improve access and enhance the quality of primary education

3. Issues

The corporate sector has long been at the fore-front of innovation, and over the past decade, with the increase in access and functionality of information and communication technologies (ICTs), the corporate sector has become increasingly involved in provision of education services.  In addition to direct financial support, there is a need to achieve a better programmatic impact for children through a sharing of ‘best’ development practices and innovative concepts.  Issues of concern include fostering a culture of innovation and resolving constraints to innovation, removing bottlenecks and barriers through innovation, and enhancing partnerships for innovation.

In many developing countries, where often more than half of students are without textbooks and other resources, marginalized children run the risk of being left behind.  Rapid changes in technology exacerbate these disparities.  Thus the durability and/or inherent flexibility, adaptability and responsiveness of materials and resources are a major challenge.  Removing barriers and bottlenecks within these contexts will necessitate the integration of both new and older technologies, as well as careful consideration of issues such as open access versus intellectual property rights with regard to sharing technologies and innovations.  Innovative design can ensure teaching-learning materials are relevant, available, accessible, acceptable and affordable, and able to be produced at scale.  
4. The Event

The Ministerial Breakfast Roundtable is being organised in close alignment with the Innovation Fair.  Senior Executives of corporations mounting exhibits at the Innovation Fair will be invited to this forum, providing an opportunity to continue the dialogue with Ministers of Education and other senior government officials.  By bringing together global leaders assembled for the 2011 ECOSOC Annual Ministerial Review, UNICEF and WIPO aim to focus the attention of attendees on innovation in education materials and resources, and to tap into the expertise and resources of the private sector in order to increase momentum in this area. It is expected that these attendees will in turn exercise positive influence in supporting initiatives being undertaken to fulfill the right of all children to quality education.
5. Proposed Format

Approximately 30 government Ministers, senior corporate partners and development partners will be invited to this Ministerial Breakfast Roundtable. A tour of the exhibits at the Innovation Fair will be organised prior to the Breakfast, and the winner of the 2010 INDEX Award is also invited.
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