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Rome, Italy, 13-14 June 2013 

 Report of the Special Session of the International Rice Commission  

      

I. Opening of the meeting 

 

1. A Special Session of the International Rice Commission (IRC) was held at the Headquarters 

of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) from 13 to 14 June 

2013.   

2. M. Samba Kante of Senegal, First Vice-Chair of the Commission, opened the meeting at 

10:15 am on Thursday 13 June 2013.   

3. Opening statements were made by M. Kante (Senegal) and Mr. Ren Wang, Assistant Director 

General of the Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department on behalf of FAO.  

 

4. In his statement, M. Kante informed the meeting that as Ms. Alexandra Tonsmann of Peru was 

unavailable to chair the Special Session, he would do so as First Vice-chair.  He welcomed 

delegates and noted the importance of the work before the meeting over the next two days.    

5. Mr. Wang, in his statement, recalled the importance of rice to global food security and that he 

had served as Assistant Director General of the International Rice Research Institute (IRRI) in 

the Philippines for seven years.  He drew the attention of the meeting to the fact that global 

rice production would outpace consumption in 2012-2013.  He also noted the release of new 

high yielding varieties of rice in Africa and that from 2007-2012 rice production in Sub-

Saharan Africa had increased by about 30%.  He briefly reviewed the evolution of the 

International Rice Commission, noting that when it was created in 1948 it was the only 

international mechanism for work on rice and that since then the number of other international 

and regional organizations and programs working on rice had increased exponentially.  He 

also noted the declining participation by member countries in meetings of the Commission 

and that the Independent External Evaluation of the FAO in 2007 had recommended that IRC 

be wound up.  He recognized the efforts of the Working Group established at the last regular 

session of the IRC and reassured the meeting that rice remained a high priority for FAO.   
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In concluding he drew the attention of the Commission to the important decision regarding its 

future that was before this meeting and wished participants a successful outcome to their 

deliberations. 

II. Organizational matters 

 

a) Adoption of the agenda 

 

6. The Commission followed the provisional agenda contained in document IRC 2013/1 and set 

out in Annex I to this report.  

 

b) Report on the credentials of representatives at the Special Session of the International 

Rice Commission  

 

7. Introducing the item the representative of the Secretariat recalled that, in accordance with 

Article V (Paragraph  2) of the Constitution, the presence of delegates representing a majority 

of the Members of the Commission (32 Members) constituted a quorum. In line with Rule III 

of the Rules of Procedure, the Secretariat working with the FAO Legal Office, would examine 

the credentials of the representatives participating in the current meeting and submit a report 

to the Chair on the results of its examination during the meeting. 

 

8. Participants were reminded of the need for a quorum in order for it to be able to take any 

decisions. Quorum was reached on Thursday morning with the participation of 40 Members.  

 

9. The Chair subsequently reported that the Secretariat had reviewed the credentials that had 

been submitted and confirmed that there were 17 Member countries that had submitted valid 

credentials and 23 were represented by their Permanent Representatives who are already 

accredited to participate in meetings of the Commission.  

c) Participants:  

 

10. Representatives of the following 40 Members participated in the meeting:   

 

Australia, Benin, Brazil, Cameroon, Chad, China, Colombia, Cuba, Dominican Republic, 

Ecuador, Egypt, France, Ghana, Greece, Guatemala, Hungary, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic 

Republic of), Japan, Kenya, Liberia, Madagascar, Malaysia, Mexico, Netherlands, Nicaragua, 

Nigeria, Panama, Peru, Philippines, Portugal, Republic of Korea, Senegal, Sri Lanka, 

Thailand, United Kingdom, United States of America, Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of), 

Vietnam. 

 

11. In addition, representatives of the following 2 countries attended the meeting as observers: 

Bolivia (Plurinational State of), Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 

12. The list of registered participants may be found in Annex III to this report. 

 

III. Matters related to the work of the Commission 

 

a) Discussion and decision on the future of the Commission  

 

13. In introducing the topic the Secretariat provided a brief overview of how the context in which 

the IRC was operating had changed from when it was established in 1948.  He noted in 

particular, the growth of the Consultative Group on Agricultural Research or CGIAR 

Consortium which includes two research centers dedicated to rice and the launch of the Global 

Rice Science Partnership in 2010.  He briefly described the decline in participation of member 
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countries in the meetings of the Commission and the outcomes of a number of 

evaluations/reviews of work related to the IRC that raised questions regarding its continued 

relevance, noting that it had essentially ceased to operate since 2006.     He highlighted the 

role of FAO’s Committee on Commodity Problems and the Committee on Agriculture to work 

on rice and how FAO was collaborating with a broad range of partners in and with member 

countries including the Coalition for Africa Rice Development and as co-organizer of the 3
rd

 

Regional Rice Congress for Africa in October of this year.  He concluded his presentation by 

noting that the Regional Rice Strategy developed following the FAO Regional Conference in 

Asia and the Pacific in 2012 had been further supported in 2013 with 1 million USD through 

the Regional Rice Initiative under FAO’s new strategic Framework.   

14. Subsequently the Chair of the Working Group established at the 22
nd

 Session of the 

Commission presented document IRC2013/3: Discussion and Decision on the Future of the 

IRC.  He provided a brief overview of the terms of reference for the working group, how it 

operated, the information available to it as well as the key political and technical issues it 

considered in developing the resolution to suspend the operation of he Commission set out in 

Annex III to the document.   He concluded by introducing he key elements of the text of the 

Resolution.   

15. Following the presentations the text of the resolution was opened for general comments and 

observations.   The resolution was considered to have essentially two phases, one whereby the 

activities of the Commission were to be suspended with immediate effect and a second where 

it would eventually be subject to termination upon the submission of instruments of 

withdrawal by members.   It was further explained that formal termination of the Commission 

would only occur once the number of member countries dropped below ten.   As of today this  

would require the submission of 53 instruments of withdrawal to FAO.  In the interim  it 

would be possible for the Commission to be recalled in line with Article V paragraph 6 of  the 

IRC Constitution.   

16. In response to the concern on the implications of suspending the activities of the IRC the 

Secretariat reminded the meeting that following the recommendation of the Independent 

External Evaluation  of FAO (2007) that the IRC be wound up the resources were allocated to 

other priority activities.  The only provision in the current Program of Work and Budget to 

support the Secretariat of the IRC was half of a P3 staff position which was presently vacant.  

The IRC had effectively ceased to operate following its 21
st
 Session in 2006.  The technical 

and policy assistance that FAO provides to countries in support of rice production is 

independent of the work of the IRC.  

17. There was a suggestion to define the length of the interim period between suspension of the 

activities of the IRC and its termination.  It was explained that as the process for the 

preparation of an instrument of withdrawal varied widely across member countries this was 

not considered feasible.  It was noted that member countries would be notified of the 

submission of each instrument of withdrawal.    

18. In response to a question as to whether it was more appropriate to refer in paragraph 2 of the 

Resolution to the suspension of the constitution of the Commission rather than activities it was 

agreed to retain the reference to activities as the Constitution does not provide for the 

possibility of suspending its provisions.   
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19. A concern was also raised regarding the possible implications of the decision of the IRC to 

suspend its activities on other bodies established under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution.  

The representative of the Legal Office explained that the decision of the Commission to 

suspend its activities had no legal implications for other Article XIV bodies as they were 

separate legal entities.  None-the-less some countries felt it was important to state that their 

support for the resolution was with the understanding that the decision of the IRC to suspend 

its activities would not prejudice the functioning and operation of other bodies established 

under Article XIV of the FAO Constitution.   

20. Overall all of the countries that spoke expressed their appreciation for the efforts of the 

Working  Group established at its last Session in particular the open way in which they 

operated and the opportunity for the regional groups to be kept informed of their deliberations 

and to provide input.     

21. One country expressed the view that it was not in a position to support or not support the draft 

Resolution.  In their view there was still a need for the Commission and while they preferred 

to have further discussions on the role of the IRC they supported the possibility to reactivate 

the commission in the future when needed.   

22. The meeting agreed to adopt without changes the text of the resolution to suspend the 

Commission as prepared by the Working Group.  The full text of the resolution is set out in 

Annex II to this report.  

23. The increased importance of rice to food security in Africa was noted by a number of 

countries from that Region.  There was a brief discussion about including a statement to this 

effect in the meeting report along with a request that FAO strengthen the technical capacity of 

the Regional Office in Ghana with respect to rice.  Following a proposal by a member of the 

Bureau of the Committee on Agriculture it was agreed that it would be more effective to 

include this point on the agenda of the Bureau at their next meeting.   

 

IV. Other Matters 

 

24. There were no other matters identified for the consideration of the meeting.  

 

V. Adoption of the Report 

 

25. The meeting adopted the present report on the basis of the draft report that had been circulated 

during the meeting as amended, and on the understanding that the finalisation of the report 

would be entrusted to the Secretariat working in cooperation with the Chair.   

 

VI. Closure of the meeting 

 

26. In his closing remarks the Chair warmly thanked the Working Group for their excellent work 

in preparing the resolution, the Secretariat for the meeting preparation and the participants for 

the spirit of cooperation that characterized the meeting this week.   

 
27. The Chair declared the meeting closed on Friday 14 June at 16:30  
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ANNEX I 

 

Agenda  Special Session of the International Rice Commission   

1) Opening of the meeting 

 

2) Organizational matters: 

a) Adoption of the Agenda 

b) Organization of work 

c) Report on credentials of representatives to the 22
nd

 Session 

  

3) Matters related to work of the Commission: 

a) Discussion and decision on the future of the Commission 

 

4) Other Matters 

 

5) Adoption of the report 

 

6) Closure of the meeting 
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ANNEX II 

RESOLUTION 

 

Future of the International Rice Commission 

 

THE INTERNATIONAL RICE COMMISSION, 

 

CONSIDERING that the International Rice Commission (IRC) was established under Article XIV of 

the FAO Constitution, through a Resolution approved by the FAO Conference, at its Fourth Session in 

1948, with the purpose of promoting national and international action with respect to production, 

conservation, distribution and consumption of rice, except matters relating to international trade; 

 

NOTING that the Constitution of the IRC came into force on 4 January 1949 upon acceptance by ten 

Member Nations of the Organization, and that at present 62 Member Nations have deposited 

instruments of acceptance of the Constitution, thus becoming Members of the Commission; 

 

RECOGNIZING that the Commission has assiduously pursued and fulfilled the objectives for which it 

was established in 1948 

 

ACKNOWLEDGING that there are currently two centres of the CGIAR Consortium, as well as a 

wide range of fora, programmes, specialized meetings, networks and regional strategies dealing 

exclusively with rice; 

 

BEING AWARE OF the declining trend in the number of Members that participate in Regular 

Sessions of the Commission, and, in particular, the fact that since 1994 no Regular Session has 

obtained the necessary quorum; 

 

RECALLING recommendations that the IRC should be wound up and that, subsequently, a process of 

reassessment of the need for the Commission was launched within FAO and by its Members; 

 

HIGHLIGHTING that winding up the IRC should not be construed as a reduction in FAO’s 

commitment to its Members with respect to increasing sustainable rice production and consumption; 

 

RECOGNIZING that rice is the staple food of more than half of the world's population and its 

importance to global food security is acknowledged by FAO and its Members; 
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1) EXPRESSES ITS APPRECIATION for the work accomplished over the years by the 

Commission, its Members and FAO; 

 

2) DECIDES that the International Rice Commission shall suspend all its activities and 

operations; 

 

3) RECOMMENDS that a standing item on rice be included in the agenda of the regular 

sessions of COAG and CCP, as appropriate, to consider issues of global significance on rice 

production, conservation, distribution, consumption or trade; 

 

4) FURTHER RECOMMENDS that in the event an issue of global significance on rice 

production, conservation, distribution, consumption or trade arises that cannot be addressed 

by a body within FAO, the Director General, within his authority, convene a meeting with 

all stakeholders; 

 

5) CALLS UPON Members who so wish to submit notices of withdrawal from the 

Commission under Article XII paragraph 1 of the Constitution of the IRC so that under 

Article XIII of the Constitution it shall be terminated if and when the number of Members of 

the Commission drops below ten. Until such time the Commission shall remain in a state of 

suspension.  
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ANNEX III  

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 

 

 
 
MEMBERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

RICE COMMISSION 

MEMBRES DE LA COMMISSION 

INTERNATIONALE DU RIZ 

MIEMBROS DE LA COMISIÓN 

INTERNACIONAL DEL ARROZ 

 

 

AUSTRALIA - AUSTRALIE 

 

Head of Delegation 

Mr MATTHEW WORRELL 

Minister-Counsellor (Agriculture) 

Phone: 06 852 721 

Fax: 06 852 72 300 

Email: faorep@dfat.gov.au 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr Guy SUMMERS 

Director 

Multilateral Policy Section 

Trade & Market Access Division 

Department of Agriculture, Fisheries & 

Forestry 

18 Marcus Clarke Street 

Canberra ACT 2601 

 
*Ms Emily COLLINS 

Adviser (Agriculture) 

Embassy of Australia 

Via Antonio Bosio, 5 

Rome 

Rome 

 
*Mr James BULLOCK 

Adviser (Agriculture) 

Australian Embassy  

Paris, France 

 

BENIN - BÉNIN 

 

*Ms Emilienne AGOSSA EPSE 

ASSONGA 

Assistante 

Ambassade de la République du Bénin  

Viale del Policlinico, 131 int 6 

00161 Rome 

Phone: 3429516977 

Email: emiliagossa@yahoo.fr 

 
BRAZIL - BRÉSIL - BRASIL 

 

Head of Delegation 

Mr ANTONINO MARQUES PORTO A. 

Ambassador - Permanent Representative 

 
Alternate(s) 

Mr LUIZ MARIA PIO CORREA LUIZ 

MARIA 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

 
Mr OLYNTHO VIEIRA O. 

Deputy Permanent Representative 

 
CAMEROON - CAMEROUN - 

CAMERÚN 

 

Suppléant(s) 

*Mr Moungui MEDI 

Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 

Email: medimoungui@yahoo.fr 

 
Mr Jean Claude EKO'O AKOUAFANE 

Secrétaire général - Ministère de 

l'agriculture et du développement rural 

 
CHAD - TCHAD 

 

Chef de délégation 

*Monsieur Dangde Laoubele DAMAYE 

Ministre de l'agriculture et de l'irrigation 

Ministère de l'agriculture  et de l'irrigation 

B.P. 441 - N'Djaména 

N'Djaména 
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Suppléant(s) 

*Dr Allarangaye Moundibaye DASTRE 

Chercheur - ITRAD 

 
*Dr Ibet Outhman ISSA 

Directeur Général ITRAD 

 
*Lagnaba KAKIANG 

Secrétaire Général adjoint du Ministère de 

l'Agriculture et de l'Irrigation 

 
Oumar TAHA 

Conseiller au dévelopement Rural et à la 

Sécurité Alimentaire 

 
*Mr Souleyaman MAHAMAT 

ELMAHADI 

Directeur Administratif Financieur  

Ministère de l'Agriculture 

BP: 441 N'Djamena 

N'Djamena 

Phone: +235 66265105 

Email: souleymane_mahadi@yahoo.fr 

 
*Ms Solalta NGARMBATINAN 

Chargée d'Affaires a.i. 

Ambassade du Tchad 

Lefessiusstr 114 

12165 Berlin 

Phone: +49 3031991620 

Email: msolalta@yahoo.fr 

 
*Mr Hassan Raymond TOMBALBAYE 

 
CHINA - CHINE 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Mr Ju Luo 

Division Director, International 

Cooperation, China Rice Research Institute 

Phone: 0086-571-63370212 

Fax: 0086-571-63371532 

Email: luojurice@126.com 

 

Alternate(s) 

Mr Handi Guo 

Deputy Representative, Permanent 

Representation of the Peoples Republic of 

China 

To the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome 

Phone: 0039-6-59193124 

Fax: 0039-6-5919-3130 

Email: guohandi@agri.gov.cn 

 
Mr Chuang Nie 

First Secretary, Permanent Representation 

of the Peoples Republic of China 

To the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome 

Phone: 0039-6-5919-3136 

Fax: 0039-6-5919-3130 

 
Mr Huilai Zong 

First Secretary, Permanent Representation 

of the Peoples Republic of China 

To the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome 

Phone: 0039-6-5919-3128 

Fax: 0039-6-5919-3130 

Email: zonghuilai@agri.gov.cn 

 
Ms Liping Shen 

First Secretary, Permanent Representation 

of the Peoples Republic of China 

To the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture in Rome 

Phone: 0039-6-5919-3123 

Fax: 0039-6-5919-3130 

Email: shenliping@agri.gov.cn 

 
COLOMBIA - COLOMBIE 

 

*Ms Maria V. SALCEDO 

Consejera 

Embajada de la República de Colombia 

Via Giuseppe Pisanelli 4, Int. 10 

Roma 

 
*Daniela RAMIREZ  MANOSALVA 

Agregada  

Embajada de la República de Colombia 

Via Giuseppe Pisanelli 4, Int. 10 

Roma 

Email: danram90@gmail.com 
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CUBA 

 

Suplente(s) 

*Ms SILVIA ALVAREZ ROSSELL 

SILVIA M. 

REPRESENTANTE ADJUNTO ANTE 

ORGANISMOS INTERNACIONALES 

REPRESENTACION PERMANENTE DE 

CUBA 

Phone: 06571724304 

Fax: 065745445 

Email: adjuntocuba@ecuitalia.it 

 
*Mr LUIS ALBERTO MARIN LLANES 

LUIS A. 

REPRESENTANTE ALTERNO ANTE 

ORGANISMOS INTERNACIONALES 

REPRESENTACION PERMANENTE DE 

CUBA 

Phone: 06571724304 

Fax: 065745445 

Email: alternocuba@ecuitalia.it 

 
DOMINICAN REPUBLIC - 

RÉPUBLIQUE DOMINICAINE - 

REPÚBLICA DOMINICANA 

 

Jefe de Delegación 

Mr Mario Arvelo 

Embajador, Representante Permanente 

 
Suplente(s) 

Ms Julia Vicioso 

Ministra Consejera, Representante Alterna 

 
Mr Rawell Taveras Arbaje 

Consejero, Representante Alterno 

 
*Ms Maria Cristina Laureano 

Primera Secretaria 

Representante Alterna 

Representación Permanente de la  

  República Dominicana ante la FAO 

Via Aventina, 18 

Roma 

 
ECUADOR - ÉQUATEUR 

 

Jefe de Delegación 

Mr Saúl Flores García 

Subsecretario de Agricultura 

Ministerio de Agricultura, Ganadería, Pesca 

y Acuicultura del Ecuador 

 

Suplente(s) 

*Mr José Antonio CARRANZA 

Representante Alterno del Ecuador ante la 

FAO 

 
EGYPT - ÉGYPTE - EGIPTO 

 

Alternate(s) 

*Mr Ragab ABDEL GHANY EBID 

Head 

Rice Research Division 

 
*Mr Magdy HASSAN MAGDY ANWAR 

Deputy Permanent Representative of Egypt 

to UN Agencies based in Rome 

Agricultural Office 

Embassy of the Arab Republic of Egypt 

Via Salaria, 267 

00199 Rome 

Phone: +39 06 8548956 

Fax: +39 06 8542603 

Email: egypt@agrioffegypt.it 

 
FRANCE - FRANCIA 

 

Chef de délégation 

*Mr Alain DEREVIER A. 

Conseiller Recherche à la RP de la France 

RP de la France 

Corso del Risnascimento, 52 

00186 Rome 

Email: alain.derevier@diplomatie.gouv.fr 

 
GHANA 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Ms Evelyn Stokes-Hayford 

Her Excellency Ambassador and 

Permanent Representative 

Phone: +390686219307, +390686217191 

Fax: +390686325762 

Email: ambassador@ghanaembassy.it 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr Nii Quaye-Kumah 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Phone: +393890165333 

Fax: +390686325762 

Email: nii.quaye.kumah@gmail.com 
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GREECE - GRÈCE - GRECIA 

 

GUATEMALA 

 

Jefe de Delegación 

*Ms Maria Sylvia Leticia WHOLERS DE 

MEIE 

Ministro Consejero 

Embajada de la República de Guatemala 

Via dei Colli della Farnesina, 128 

Roma 

Phone: +39 06 36381143 

Email: swohlers@minex.gob.gt 

 
GUINEA - GUINÉE 

 

Suppléant(s) 

Mr ABDOULAYE TRAORE 

Conseiller Economique  

Ambassade de Guinée à Rome 

Phone: 06/8078989 

Fax: 06/8077588 

Email: ambaguineerome1@virgilio.it 

 
HUNGARY - HONGRIE - HUNGRÍA 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Mr BALÁZS HAMAR 

Permanent Representative of Hungary  

to the UN Food and Agriculture Agencies 

in Rome 

Phone: +39-06-4423-1952 

Fax: +39-06-8370 0393 

Email: BHamar@mfa.gov.hu 

 
INDIA - INDE 

 

Head of Delegation 

Mr Vimlendra Sharan 

Minister(Agriculture) & Alternate 

Permanent Representative to UN Food and 

Agriculture Agencies in Rome 

Phone: 0039-06-42013972 

Fax: 0039-06-48904470 

Email: agri.wing@indianembassy.it 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr T. Mohapatra 

Director 

Central Rice Research Institute 

Cuttack 

Email: tmnrcpb@gmail.com 

 

INDONESIA - INDONÉSIE 

 

Head of Delegation 

Mr I Made Jaya Mejaya 

Indonesian Rice Research Center 

Jakarta, Indonesia 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr Bambang Sugiharto 

Indonesian Agency for Agriculture 

Research and Development 

Jakarta 

 
Mr Agus Saptono 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Via Campania 55 Rome 

Italy 

 
*Mr Hamim Hamim 

Agriculture Attaché 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Via Campania 55 Rome 

 
Ms Vivi Feriany 

Indonesian Embassy 

Via Campania 55 Roma 

 
*Mr Hariwan P Wilapa 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Jakarta 

 
IRAN (ISLAMIC REPUBLIC OF) - IRAN 

(RÉPUBLIQUE ISLAMIQUE D') - IRÁN 

(REPÚBLICA ISLÁMICA DEL) 

 

*Mr Seyed TAGHAVI MOTLAG 

Permanent Representative 

Permanent Representation of the Islamic 

  Republic of Iran to FAO 

Via Aventina, 8 

Rome 

 
*Mr Seyed Morteza ZAREI 

Alternate  

Permanent Representation of the Islamic 

  Republic of Iran to FAO 

Via Aventina, 8 

Rome 
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JAPAN - JAPON - JAPÓN 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Hideya YAMADA 

Deputy Permanent Representative of Japan to 

FAO 

Phone: 06-487-99410 

Email: hideya.yamada@mofa.go.jp 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Ryo OMORI 

Alternate to the Permanent Representative of 

Japan to FAO 

Phone: 06-487-99411 

Email: ryo.omori@mofa.go.jp 

 
KENYA 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Ms Josephine Wangari GAITA 

Ambassador/Permanent Representative 

Embassy of the Republic of Kenya 

Viale Luca Gaurico, 205 

Rome 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr Paul M. KALIIH 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Embassy of the Republic of Kenya 

Viale Luca Gaurico, 205 

Rome 

 
LIBERIA - LIBÉRIA 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Mr A. Haruna - Rashid KROMAH 

Secretary 

Permanent Representative to FAO 

Phone: +39 0635453399 

Fax: +39 0635344729 

Email: liberiaembassy@hotmail.com 

 
MADAGASCAR 

 

Chef de délégation 

*Ms Josiane Madame RATSIMBAZAFY 

Chargé d'Affaires a.i près l'Ambassade de 

Madagascar en Italie 

Phone: 0666620089 

Email: ambamad@hotmail.com 

 

Suppléant(s) 

*Mr - Monsieur MONJA 

Représentant Permanent Adjoint de la 

République de Madagascar auprès de la FAO. 

Phone: 0666620089 

Email: ambamad@hotmail.com 

 
*Ms Voahangy ARIJAONA Madame 

RAONIARINJAKA 

Directeur de l'Appui à l'Organisation des 

Filières au Ministère de l'Agriculture. 

 
*Ms Rasoloarisoa Zuzelin 

RATOHIARIJAONA 

Economiste, charge des relations multilaterales 

au Ministere de l'Agriculture . 

 
MALAYSIA - MALAISIE - MALASIA 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Ms Halimah ABDULLAH 

Permanent Representative 

Embassy of Malaysia 

Via Nomentana, 297 

Rome 

 
*Mr Dzulkifli BIN ABD WAHAB 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Embassy of Malaysia 

Via Nomentana, 297 

Rome 

Email: aa.rome@ambasciatamalaysia.it 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr Amir Hamzah HARUN 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Embassy of Malaysia 

Via Nomentana, 297 

Rome 

 
MALI - MALÍ 

 

Chef de délégation 

GAOUSSOU DRABO 

Ambassador - Permanent Representative 

 
Suppléant(s) 

BAH KONIPO 

Deputy Permanent Representative 
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MEXICO - MEXIQUE - MÉXICO 

 

Jefe de Delegación 

Mr MIGUEL RUIZ-CABAÑAS IZQUIERDO 

EMBAJADOR 

REPRESENTANTE PERMANENTE DE 

MEXICO 

 
Suplente(s) 

Ms EMMA MARIA JOSE RODRIGUEZ 

SIFUENTES 

MINISTRO 

REPRESENTANTE PERMANENTE 

ALTERNA DE MEXICO 

 
Mr ALAN ROMERO ZAVALA 

SEGUNDO SECRETARIO 

REPRESENTANTE ALTERNO DE 

MEXICO 

 
MOZAMBIQUE 

 

Head of Delegation 

Ms CARLA ELISA MUCAVI 

Ambassador/Permanent Representative 

Phone: 06 37514675 

Fax: 06 37514699 

Email: sec@ambasciatamozambico.it 

 
NETHERLANDS - PAYS-BAS - PAÍSES 

BAJOS 

 

Head of Delegation 

Ms Gerda VERBURG G. 

Pemanent Representative of the Kingdom of 

the Netherlands to the UN Organisations for 

Food and Agriculture 

Phone: 065740306 

Email: rof@minbuza.nl 

 
NICARAGUA 

 

*Sr Junior ESCOBAR FONSECA 

Agregado  

Representante Permanente ante la FAo 

 

NIGERIA - NIGÉRIA 

 

PAKISTAN - PAKISTÁN 

 

Alternate(s) 

Mr Zulfiqar Haider KHAN Z. H. 

Agriculture Counsellor / 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

Phone: 06 36304736 

Fax: 06 36301936 

Email: agriwing@gmail.com 

 
Mr Khalid MEHBOOB K. 

Adviser / 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

 of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 

Phone: 06 36304736 

Fax: 06 36301936 

Email: agriwing@gmail.com 

 
PANAMA - PANAMÁ 

 

*Margarita Daisy QUIÑONES RUEDAS 

Agregada 

Embajada de la República de Panamá 

Largo di Torre Argentina, 11 

Roma 

Email: marjai12@gmail.com 

 
PARAGUAY 

 

Jefe de Delegación 

Ms Lorena Patino 

Representante Permanente Alterna del 

Paraguay ante la FAO 

 
PERU - PÉROU - PERÚ 

 

*Stella Maris CHIRINOS 

Embajada de la República del Perú 

Via Francesco Siacci, 2/B, int. 5 

Roma 

 
PHILIPPINES - FILIPINAS 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Mr Romeo RECIDE 

Assistant Secretary of Agriculture 

Department of Agriculture 

Elliptical Road 

Quezon City 
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Alternate(s) 

*Mr Lupino LAZARO 

Deputy Permanent Representative to FAO 

Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines 

Viale delle Medaglie d'Oro, 112-114 

Rome 

 
Mr ESTEBAN PAGARAN 

Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 

 
*Ms Grace CRUZ - FABELLA 

Embassy of the Republic of the Philippines 

Viale delle Medaglie d'Oro, 112-114 

Rome 

 
PORTUGAL 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Luis DURAO 

Deputy Permanent Representative of Portugal 

to FAO 

Embassy of the Portuguese Republic 

Via della Camilluccia 701 

Rome 

Phone: 3315006169 

Email: ld@embportroma.it 

 
REPUBLIC OF KOREA - RÉPUBLIQUE 

DE CORÉE - REPÚBLICA DE COREA 

 

Head of Delegation 

Ms Eun Jeong LEE 

First Secretary - Embassy of the Republic of 

Korea 

 
SENEGAL - SÉNÉGAL 

 

Chef de délégation 

Seynabou BADIANE 

Ambassadeur - Représentant Permanent 

 
Suppléant(s) 

Christian Alain Joseph ASSOGBA 

Premier Conseiller / Ambassade du Senegal 

 
Mamadou DIALLO 

Directeur de l'Agriculture 

 
*Samba KANTE 

Conseiller technique / Coordinateur PNAR 

 
*Seyni NDAO 

Directeur - DDAR 

 

SRI LANKA 

 

Head of Delegation 

Ms Gothami INDIKADAHENA 

Minister (Commercial) / Deputy Permanent 

Representative of SL to the FAO, IFAD & 

WFP 

Phone: (00 39 06) 8554560 Ex: 105 

Fax: (00 39 06) 84241670 

Email: minister.comslemrome@gmail.com 

 
Alternate(s) 

Mr Lalith K. Hathurusinghe 

Director (Projects) 

Ministry of Agriculture 

Phone: 00 94 771 960 935 

Fax: 00 94 11 2888 910 

Email: lalithhathurusinghe@gmail.com 

 
THAILAND - THAÏLANDE - TAILANDIA 

 

Head of Delegation 

*Mr Rapibhat CHANDARASRIVONGS 

Minister (Agriculture) 

Permanent Representative to FAO 

 
Alternate(s) 

*Mr Piyawat NAIGOWIT 

First Secretary (Agriculture) 

Alternate Permanent Representative to FAO 

 
UNITED KINGDOM - ROYAUME-UNI - 

REINO UNIDO 

 

Head of Delegation 

Neil Briscoe 

Ambassador to FAO 

Permanent Representation of the  

United Kingdom to FAO  

Via XX Settembre, 80/a  

00187 Rome 

Phone: 06 42204900 

Email: f-pryce@dfid.gov.uk 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA - 

ÉTATS-UNIS D'AMÉRIQUE - ESTADOS 

UNIDOS DE AMÉRICA 

 

Head of Delegation 

Mr Michael MICHENER 

Minister Counselor for Agriculture, 

US Department od Agriculture (USDA), 

US Mission to the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture 

Phone: 335-661-0099 

Email: Michael.Michener@fas.usda.gov 

 
Alternate(s) 

Mr George DOUVELIS 

Senior Advisor   

Multilateral Affairs Division    Office of 

Agreements and Scientific Affairs 

Foreign Agricultural Service   United States 

Department of Agriculture 

Phone: 202.720.8190; Cell: 222-977-885 

Email: George.Douvelis@fas.usda.gov 

 
Ms Laura SCHWEITZER-MEINS 

Agricultural Specialist, 

US Department od Agriculture (USDA), 

US Mission to the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture 

Phone: 335-60-56-538 

Email: Laura.Schweitzer@fas.usda.gov 

 
Ms Silvia GIOVANAZZI 

Office Manager, 

US Department of Agriculture, 

US MIssion to the UN Agencies for Food and 

Agriculture 

Phone: 06-4674-3536 

Email: Silvia.Giovanazzi@fas.usda.gov 

 

VENEZUELA (BOLIVARIAN REPUBLIC 

OF) - VENEZUELA (RÉPUBLIQUE 

BOLIVARIENNE DU) - VENEZUELA 

(REPÚBLICA BOLIVARIANA DE) 

 

Jefe de Delegación 

*Ms Gladys Francisca URBANEJA DURAN 

G.F. 

Permanent Representative 

Representación Permanente de la República 

  Bolivariana de Venezuela ante la FAO 

Via G. Antonelli, 47 

Roma 

Phone: 068081407 

Fax: 068081407 

Email: embavenefao@iol.it 

 
Suplente(s) 

*Mr Luis Alberto ALVAREZ FERMIN L.A. 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Representación Permanente de la República 

  Bolivariana de Venezuela ante la FAO 

Via G. Antonelli, 47 

Roma 

Phone: 3348107565 

Fax: 0680690022 

Email: embavenefao@iol.it 

 
*Mr Manuel Eduardo CLAROS OVIEDO 

M.E. 

Alternate Permanent Representative 

Representación Permanente de la República 

  Bolivariana de Venezuela ante la FAO 

Via G. Antonelli, 47 

Roma 

Phone: 3275379331 

Fax: 0680690022 

Email: embavenefao@iol.it 

 
VIET NAM 

 

Head of Delegation 

Mr LONG NGUYEN HOANG LONG 

Ambassador, Permanent Representative 

 
*Mr Du PHAM VAN 

Deputy Director General of the Crop 

Production Department 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural 

Development 

Hanoi 
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Alternate(s) 

*Ms Quynh QUYNH NGUYEN T.T. 

Counsellor 

Deputy Permanent Representative 

Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Viet 

Nam 

Via di Bravetta, 156-158 

Rome 
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OBSERVERS OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

RICE COMMISSION 

OBSERVATEURS DE LA COMMISSION 

INTERNATIONALE DU RIZ 

OBSERVADORES DE LA COMISIÓN 

INTERNACIONAL DEL ARROZ 

 

BOLIVIA (PLURINATIONAL STATE 

OF) - BOLIVIE (ÉTAT PLURINATIONAL 

DE) - BOLIVIA (ESTADO 

PLURINACIONAL DE) 

 

*Maria Eugenia GAZAUI 

Consultora 

 
DEMOCRATIC PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 

OF KOREA - RÉPUBLIQUE POPULAIRE 

DÉMOCRATIQUE DE CORÉE - 

REPÚBLICA POPULAR 

DEMOCRÁTICA DE COREA 

 

Observer 

*Mr Chol Min KIM C. M. 

Alternate Permanent Representative to the 

"UN Agencies 

Phone: 0654220749 

Fax: 0654210090 

Email: ekodpr@alice.it 

 

*Mr Chun Guk KIM CHUN GUK 

Ambassador, Permanent Representative to the 

UN Agencies 

Phone: 0654220749 

Fax: 0654210090 

Email: ekodpr@alice.it 

 
*Mr Kwang Hyok PANG KWANG HYOK 

Deputy Permanent Representative to the UN 

Agencies 

Phone: 0654220749 

Fax: 0654210090 

Email: ekodpr@alice.it 

 
*Mr Myong Sok KIM 

Alternate 

Embassy of the Democratic People's  

  Republic of Korea 

Viale dell'Esperanto, 26 

Rome 

Phone: 0654220149 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 


