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1.  INTRODUCTION 

1. The FAO Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture is a permanent 
forum where governments discuss and negotiate matters relevant to genetic resources for food and 
agriculture. Its main objectives are to ensure the conservation and sustainable utilization of 
genetic resources for food and agriculture, as well the fair and equitable sharing of benefits 
derived from their use, for present and future generations. During its Tenth Regular Session1, the 
Commission called for regional meetings in support of certain elements of its work programme 
relating to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture (PGRFA), in particular supporting 
components of the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture. 

2. FAO and the International Centre for Agricultural Research in Dry Areas (ICARDA) 
organized a workshop in Amman, Jordan on 5-7 February 2005 on Technical Support to the 
International Treaty for Creating an “Intersectoral” Dialogue on Plant Genetic Resources 
Conservation, Breeding and Seeds. The agenda is presented in Appendix A below.  The 
Workshop was placed under the patronage of HE the Minister of Agriculture Mr. Sharary 
Shakhanbeh. It was attended by 34 senior seed and plant genetic resources officials representing 
13 countries of the West Asia and Arabian Peninsula regions (Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, 
Syria, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, United Arab Emirates, Turkey, Pakistan and Iran). 
One representative for plant genetic resources and one representative for seeds from each country 
were invited to participate, as well as relevant international organisations. The list of participants 
is presented in Appendix B. The Workshop was funded by the Government of Norway and by 
FAO.   

3. Dr. Fardous, Director General of Jordan’s National Center for Agricultural Research and 
Technology Transfer (NCARTT), on behalf of HE the Minister, welcomed the participants and 
thanked ICARDA and FAO for choosing Jordan to launch the process. Dr. Madkour, Director of 
International Cooperation at ICARDA, stressed the importance of the initiatives to be addressed 
by the Workshop and expressed the readiness of ICARDA to join efforts with FAO and other 
organizations in helping countries in Central and West Asia and North Africa in the development 
and implementation of initiatives related to PGRFA conservation and sustainable use. Dr. 
Fraleigh welcomed the participants on behalf of FAO. 

4. FAO presented a global overview of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 
and the objectives of the workshop, which were:  to create an intersectoral dialogue on PGRFA 
conservation, breeding and seeds in the region’s countries and sub-regions; to present revised 
Indicators and Reporting Format for monitoring implementation of the Global Plan of Action for 
the Conservation and Sustainable Utilization of PGRFA and the computerized tools developed to 
assist countries in carrying out such monitoring; and to discuss draft Guidelines for the 
development of Country Reports as a contribution to preparation of the second Report on the State 
of the World's PGRFA.  

5. Dr. Amri (ICARDA) presented the status of PGRFA in the West Asia and North Africa 
(WANA) region and Dr. Fraleigh (FAO) presented the main features of the International Treaty. 
Information was also presented on the recommendations of the October 2004 meeting of an expert 
group on the terms of the International Treaty’s standard Material Transfer Agreement2, the 
Syrian draft legislation on Access to Genetic Resources and Benefit Sharing (ABS), and the 

                                                      
1 Report of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, Tenth Regular Session 
Rome, 8 - 12 November 2004, document CGRFA-10/04/REP. 
2 See Report on the Outcome of the Expert Group on the Terms of the Standard Material Transfer Agreement,  Second 
Meeting of the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture acting as the Interim Committee for the 
International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, November 2004, document 
CGRFA/IC/MTA-1/04/REP. 
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recommendations of the thematic meeting of the regional Dryland Agrobiodiversity Project on the 
development of national policies and legislation related to conservation and ABS. 

2.  MONITORING IMPLEMENTATION OF THE GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION 
FOR THE CONSERVATION AND SUSTAINABLE USE OF PGRFA  

6. FAO presented the Global Plan of Action and how its implementation can be monitored. 
The Global Plan of Action was developed under the guidance of the FAO Commission on Genetic 
Resources for Food and Agriculture, through a country-driven preparatory process. It was adopted 
in 1996 by 150 countries at the Fourth International Technical Conference. The Global Plan of 
Action comprises twenty priority activity areas, covering in situ and ex situ conservation, plant 
genetic resources utilization (especially in plant breeding and seed systems), and institutions and 
capacity-building. The International Technical Conference agreed that governments would 
monitor and guide overall progress, through the Commission on Genetic Resources. The Global 
Plan of Action is now also a supporting component of the International Treaty. 

7. During its Tenth Regular Session in November 2004, the Commission recognized the 
importance of an efficient system for monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action, 
in terms of planning, setting priorities, and achieving the mobilisation of financial resources to 
support national plant genetic resource programmes. The Commission adopted indicators and a 
reporting format for monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of Action, culminating in 
the establishment of national information-sharing mechanisms. It supported the application of the 
new monitoring approach to all countries, in view of the integration of these monitoring activities 
with the preparation of the second Report on the State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources for 
Food and Agriculture.  

8. FAO presented the new approach  for monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan 
of Action, as well as the tools developed to assist countries to apply the new monitoring approach, 
including the indicators and reporting format, the computer application and guidelines for 
managing a country-led participatory process. These were also discussed in two concurrent break-
out sessions. Participants were also briefed about the results achieved implementing the new 
monitoring approach in other regions and were given a demonstration of the resulting web-based 
national information systems. 

3.  PREPARATION OF THE SECOND REPORT ON THE STATE OF THE 
WORLD’S PGRFA 

9. FAO presented the Report on the State of the World’s PGRFA and the process of 
preparation of Country Reports contributing to the development of the second Report. In 1989, 
the Commission “recommended that the Secretariat should periodically prepare a report on the 
State of the World’s Plant Genetic Resources, with the cooperation of other bodies concerned. 
The report should analyze the current plant genetic resources situation, and describe activities and 
programmes being carried out by regional, international and non-governmental organizations, 
with the aim of identifying gaps, constraints and emergency situations; this would allow the 
Commission to recommend priorities and ways of harmonizing the overall effort”. The first 
Report was prepared for the Fourth International Technical Conference, held in 1996, which 
welcomed it as the first comprehensive worldwide assessment of the status and use of PGRFA. 
The Report is now also a supporting component of the International Treaty. 

10. At its Tenth Session, the Commission agreed that the second Report should provide 
objective information and analysis, and should identify priorities, as a basis for updating the 
rolling Global Plan of Action. The Commission encouraged Members and other countries and 
relevant organizations to participate in the preparatory process. It adopted steps for preparing the 
second Report, on the basis that it would be completed in 2008. It confirmed that the preparatory 
process for the second Report should be fully integrated into the process of monitoring the 
implementation of the Global Plan of Action. The Commission approved a list of thematic 
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background studies for the second Report. It called upon donor countries and international 
organizations to assist, by providing the financial resources required for the full participation of 
all countries in the preparation of the second Report, including in the monitoring of the 
implementation of the Global Plan of Action. The Commission took note of draft Guidelines for 
Country Reports presented by FAO3, and observed that these should be further considered and 
refined at regional meetings, before their finalization. 

11. FAO presented the steps for preparing the second Report, including the revised time 
line.Particular emphasis was placed on the preparation of Country Reports as an essential 
participative, country-driven foundation for the development of the second Report. The draft 
Guidelines for the preparation of Country Reports were presented and discussed in detail. Aspects 
concerning the sustainable use of PGRFA in seed systems were highlighted.  The preparation of 
the Country Reports should benefit greatly from the information obtained during national 
monitoring of implementation of the Global Plan of Action, and the draft Guidelines were written 
in way to facilitate this synergy.  FAO invited input and comment from the countries and 
workshop participants to finalize the Guidelines. 

4.  GLOBAL CROP DIVERSITY TRUST 

12. The Secretariat of the Global Crop Diversity Trust presented the objectives of the Trust 
and the steps towards the development of regional and crop conservation strategies. The Global 
Crop Diversity Trust aims to match the long term nature of conservation needs with long term 
secure and sustainable funding. At its centre will be an endowment that would provide a 
permanent source of funding for crop diversity collections around the world. The Trust is an 
element of the Funding Strategy of the International Treaty. 

13. The Trust envisages two complementary approaches to identifying and prioritizing 
eligible PGRFA for upgrading and long-term conservation. One approach is to identify key ex situ 
collections of globally important crops on a region-by-region basis. The other is to prioritize 
collections for funding on a crop-by-crop basis at the global level. Together, the two approaches 
will contribute to the establishment of a rational global system for the conservation of important 
crop diversity. This process will bring together the managers of PGRFA, and other experts, in 
developed and developing countries to describe and implement the most efficient and effective 
strategies for ensuring the long-term conservation, regeneration, characterization, evaluation, 
documentation and availability of the crops that are vital to the world’s food security.  The 
Workshop discussed the development of a regional strategy for the WANA region. 

5.  ASSESSING AND STRENGTHENING NATIONAL PLANT BREEDING AND 
BIOTECHNOLOGY CAPACITY 

14. During its Tenth Regular Session, the Commission considered the assessment of national 
capacities and priorities in plant breeding, and specific training to strengthen such capacity, 
including the use of appropriate biotechnologies. Several Member countries stated that plant 
breeding is a major issue for developing countries, and stressed the need to strengthen plant 
breeding capacity. 

15. FAO presented the objectives, methodology and expected results of a survey to assess 
national capacities and priorities in plant breeding and biotechnology, to increase the sustainable 
use of PGRFA. This initiative was discussed by the Workshop participants. 

                                                      
3 Draft Country Guidelines for the Second State of the World's Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, 
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture, Tenth Regular Session, Rome, 8 - 12 November 2004, 
document CGRFA-10/04/Inf.8 
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6. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

16. The four initiatives were amply discussed during the plenary and the concurrent sessions 
that were held following the various presentations. The participants agreed the main 
recommendations of the Workshop presented below. 

17. General recommendations: 
a. Consistent with the decisions taken by the Commission on Genetic Resources for 

Food and Agriculture, the participants welcome the initiatives presented and 
discussed at the Workshop (i.e. monitoring the implementation of the Global Plan of 
Action; preparation of the second Report on the State of World’s PGRFA; the Global 
Crop Diversity Trust; and the assessment of breeding and biotechnology capacities) 
and encourage the countries in West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula to be fully 
involved in these efforts;  

b. The level of attention and priority to be given to this region for all these initiatives 
should be strengthened;  

c. Countries need to respond to national and regional research and development 
priorities, allocate resources for conservation and sustainable use of PGRFA, and 
develop mechanisms for equitable sharing of the benefits arising from the use of 
PGRFA at national and regional levels; 

d. Regional integration and networking should be enhanced;  

e. More emphasis is needed on the implementation of the Global Plan of Action;  

f. FAO should address letters to governments to confirm and/or nominate  national focal 
points for PGRFA and seeds and to encourage the countries to establish national PGR 
committees including key stakeholders; 

g. PGRFA policies, legislations and activities need to harmonized within and among 
countries (development of a model and framework); 

h. Regional and international organizations involved in PGRFA activities should be full 
partners in the implementation of these initiatives; 

i. FAO, ICARDA, the International Plant Genetic Resources Institute (IPGRI), the 
Association of Agricultural Research Institutions in the Near East and North Africa 
(AARINENA), the Arab Center for the Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands 
(ACSAD), AODA, and the International Center for Biosaline Agriculture (ICBA), are 
requested to assist countries implementing these initiatives; and 

j. Financial support from bilateral and multilateral donors should be provided in order 
to be able to conduct these initiatives. 

18. Recommendations on monitoring implementation of the Global Plan of Action: 
a. Considering the need to mobilise resources to carry out this activity at national level, 

participants asked FAO to take direct action in helping the countries to monitor 
implementation of the Global Plan of Action; 

b. Country representatives requested FAO to include some countries in the West Asia – 
North Africa (WANA) region in the 2005 plan of work for monitoring GPA 
implementation; 

c. National training workshops need to be conducted on use of the indicators and 
reporting format adopted by the Commission for monitoring implementation of the 
Global Plan of Action, and on the computer application developed for managing such 
information; and 
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d. The importance of taking advantage of existing databases and results of projects such 
as the West Asia Dryland Agrobiodiversity Project while monitoring the Global Plan 
of Action was underlined. 

19. Recommendations on the preparation of the second Report on the State of World’s 
PGRFA: 

a. FAO should write to governments (Ministries of Agriculture or other institutions as 
specified by the countries) to encourage them to prepare Country Reports and monitor 
their implementation of the Global Plan of Action; 

b. FAO’s technical assistance and its assistance in providing and mobilizing financial 
support to countries is highly needed to produce Country  Reports; 

c. Experience of projects such as West Asia Dryland Agrobiodiversity Project should be 
taken into account or included in monitoring and in Country Reports; 

d. Countries are encouraged to provide feedback to FAO on the draft Guidelines to 
prepare country reports before 31st March, 2005 (participants are encouraged to 
provide their comments). 

20. Recommendations on the Global Crop Diversity Trust: 
a. All WANA countries are encouraged to get involved in the development of the 

regional WANA strategy and relevant global crop strategies for the ex situ 
conservation of the crops in Annex 1 of the International Treaty and identify priorities 
guiding the allocation of funds from the Trust; 

b. National, regional and international organizations/collections should seek to develop 
an effective and efficient system for the conservation of the priority collections 
identified by the conservation strategies with a role for the CGIAR centers; 

c. AARINENA is requested to manage, in collaboration and with the technical 
assistance from regional and international organizations involved in PGRFA 
(including ICARDA and IPGRI), the process for the development of the WANA 
conservation strategy and will ensure the participation of all WANA countries in the 
process. 

21. Recommendations on assessing breeding and biotechnology capacities: 
a. Countries should request to FAO to be part of the assessment of the breeding and 

biotechnology activities and in developing national biosafety regulations and 
legislation; 

b. Countries and FAO are encouraged to collaborate with ICARDA and other 
institutions already involved in the evaluation of national breeding and biotechnology 
activities; 

c. The assessment is encouraged to give attention to germplasm enhancement activities 
using PGRFA; 

d. Seed systems should be given due importance in the PGRFA conservation and 
sustainable use. 

22. Other recommendations: 
a. The Palestinian Authority should be an integral part of all the initiatives and efforts 

discussed during the Workshop; 

b. Special assistance is requested for the conflict and post-conflict countries 
(Afghanistan and Iraq); 
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c. Countries are encouraged to provide their comments on the International Treaty’s 
draft standard Material Transfer Agreement to their Regional Chairs.  Six technical 
experts and six legal advisors need to be nominated for the Contact Group negotiating 
the standard MTA; 

d. Mechanisms need to be designed for benefit sharing at national and regional levels 
and to harmonize PGRFA access and benefit-sharing activities and legislations with 
those in other sectors, taking the advantage of the Syrian experience; 

e. FAO should consider providing legal and technical assistance for the development of 
national legislation on access and benefit-sharing and Farmers’ Rights, when 
requested; 

f. AARINENA, ICARDA and IPGRI and other regional organizations should become 
involved in the implementation of Global Crop Diversity Trust and the production of 
the second Report on the State of World‘s PGRFA. 

23. During the closing session, the participants extended their thanks and appreciation to the 
government of Norway for the financial support of the Workshop, to FAO and ICARDA for its 
organization, and the Government of Jordan for hosting the Workshop. Thanks were also 
extended to Prof. Dr. Mahmud Duwayri, Dr. Brad Fraleigh and Dr. Ahmed Amri for their 
valuable inputs for the success of the Workshop and to the ICARDA-West Asia Regional 
Program staff for making all necessary arrangements. FAO thanked the participants for very 
interactive discussions of the initiatives and ICARDA for co-organizing the workshop. ICARDA 
thanked FAO for choosing ICARDA as a partner in launching the process in West Asia and the 
Arabian Peninsula and reiterated their keen interest in continuing the partnership with FAO and 
the Global Crop Diversity Trust in the implementation of the initiatives in the region.  
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APPENDIX A  

 
Technical Support to the International Treaty on 

Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture – Creating an  
“Intersectoral” Dialogue on PGRFA Conservation, Breeding and Seeds  

for West Asia and the Arabian Peninsula 
 

Amman, Jordan   

5-7 February, 2005 

 

Agenda of the Workshop 

 

SATURDAY 5 February 2005 

Opening Session 

09:00 – 09:30  Introduction by Dr. Ahmed Amri 

Mr. Ahmed El-Miniawy, FAO Representative for Jordan 

Dr Magdy Madkour, Director - International Cooperation, ICARDA 

Dr. A.N. Fardous on behalf of H.E. The Minister of Agriculture of Jordan 

09:30 – 10:00  Global Overview of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

  Presented by Dr. Brad Fraleigh, FAO 

10:00 – 10:30 Refreshment Break 

Session Two: Chairperson:  Dr. Magdy Madkour 

10:30 – 11:00 Situation of Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in the Region 

  Presented by Dr. Ahmed Amri and Prof. Mahmud Duwayri 

11:00 – 11:30 International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture 

  Presented by Dr. Brad Fraleigh, FAO 

11:30 – 13:00 Recent Developments concerning the International Treaty 
• Recommendations of Brussels meeting on the Material Transfer Agreement 

by Dr. M. Al Fayyad  
• Summary of meeting on national legislation and policies on access and 

benefit-sharing (ABS) by Prof. Mahmud Duwayri  
• national legislation and policies on access and benefit-sharing (ABS).  

Presentation of draft PGR access legislation developed in Syria by Dr. Walid 
Tawil 

13:00 – 14:00 Lunch Break 

Session Three: Chairperson:  Dr. Brad Fraleigh 

14:00 – 15:15 Global Crop Diversity Trust  

  Presented by Ms. Brigitte Laliberté 

  Resource Person:  Dr. Brad Fraleigh 
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  Discussion points: 
• eligibility for funding 
• development of regional and crop strategies 

15:15- 15:45  Refreshment Break 

15:45 – 16:30 Monitoring Implementation of the Global Plan of Action 

  Presented by Mr. Stefano Diulgheroff, FAO 

 Establishment of break-out groups for tomorrow meeting 

SUNDAY 6 February 2005  

08:30 – 10:00 Concurrent Groups   

Moderators:  S.Diulgheroff, B.Fraleigh 

   Monitoring Implementation of the Global Plan of Action  

10:00 – 10:30 Refreshment Break  

 

Session Four: Chairperson:  Dr. Abdelnabi Fardous 

10:30 – 13:00 Plenary  

  Monitoring Implementation of the Global Plan of Action: 
• Demonstration of computer application 

            Resource Person:  Mr. Stefano Diulgheroff, FAO 

13:00 – 14:00 LUNCH 

14:00 – 16:30  Second Report on the State of the World’s PGRFA 

  Presented by Dr. Brad Fraleigh, FAO 

 Discussion points: 
• draft Guidelines for Country Reports 
• process of preparation of Country Reports 

 

MONDAY  7 February 2005 

Chairperson:  Professor Mahmud Duwayri 
 
8:30 – 9:30 Survey of National Capacities and Priorities in Plant Breeding, including 

Associated Capacities in Biotechnologies 
  Presented by Dr. Brad Fraleigh on behalf of Dr. Elcio Guimaraes, FAO 

9:30 – 12:30 Discussion of draft recommendations and closing session. 

 

  



CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/Inf. 6 

 

 

9

APPENDIX B   
 

Technical Support to the International Treaty on  
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (PGRFA) – Creating an 

“Intersectoral” Dialogue on PGRFA Conservation, Breeding and Seeds  
for West Asia and Arabian Peninsula 

 
Amman, Jordan 

5 - 7 February 2005 
 

List of participants 

 
Chair 
 
Professor Mahmud Duwayri 
Jordanian University of Science and 
Technology 
Amman, Jordan 
Tel: +962 77 805080 
Fax: +962 65 151129 
Email:  duwayri@go.com.jo 
 
Iraq 
 
Dr. Nakd A. Khamis,  
Seed Consultant 
State Board for Seed Testing  
and Certification  
Ministry of Agriculture 
Abu-Ghraib– Baghdad 
Tel: +964-1-7759461   
Mobile: +964-7901841762 
Email: khamis552000@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Awad Issa Abbas, Head 
WANA Seed Network Representative 
State Board of Agricultural Extension  
and Corporation   
Ministry of Agriculture  
P.O. Box 25, Abu Ghraib, Baghdad 
Tel: +964-1-5150431  
Home: +964-1- 5112442  
Office Mob. +964-791881214 
E-mail: awadabbas2003@yahoo.com;   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Iran 
 
Dr. Javad Mozafari, Head 
National Plant Genebank of Iran 
Seed and Plant Improvement Institute 
P.O. Box 4119 
Mahdasht Rd 
Karaj 31585 
Tel: +982612701260     Mobile: 
09123018753 
Email: jmozafari@yahoo.com 
 
Jordan 
 
Dr. Abdelnabi Fardous 
Director General 
National Center for Agricultural Research  
and Technology Transfer (NCARTT)  
P. O. Box 639, Baqa' 19381 
Tel: +962-6-4726680 
Fax : +962-6-4726099 
E-mail : Fardous@ncartt.gov.jo 
Amman, Jordan 
 
Dr. Mousa Al Fayad, Director Genetic  
Resources & Medicinal Plants  
Director of Biodiversity and Genetic  
Research Program 
National Center for Agricultural Research 
and Technology Transfer (NCARTT)  
P. O. Box 639, Baqa' 19381 
Tel: +962-6-472.5071  +962-777850914  
Email: musaf20022002@yahoo.com 
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Eng. Yasir Al Momany, Coordinator  
Seed Multiplication Program, Head of Seed 
Unit 
National Center for Agricultural Research  
and Technology Transfer (NCARTT)  
P.O. Box 639, Baqa' 19381 
Tel: +962-6-4725071; Fax: +962-6-4726099  
Home 96265732647 
E-mail: momany55@yahoo.com  
 
Ms. Sana Touqan  
Plant Production Control (Seed Quality) 
Ministry of Agriculture.  
Plant Production Control Division 
Tel. 5686151 ext. 318 Ministry Agriculture  
Tel: Home 5663856 -Mob. +962-7-
96772011 
E-mail info@dajaniafri.com  
 
Dr. Mohammed M. Ajlouni  
Agrobiodiversity Project Manager  
NCARTT / UNDP  
Tel: +962-6-4726897  
Mobile +962-7-77760746 
P. O. Box 639 Baqaa’ Jordan  
E-mail: agrobio@ncartt.gov-jo  
 
Mrs. Sabah Saifan 
National Center for Agricultural Research  
and Technology Transfer (NCARTT)  
P. O. Box 639, Baqa' 19381 
Tel: ++962-6-4725071 
Fax : +962-6-4726099 
E-mail : saifan_sabah@yahoo.com 
 
Lebanon  
Mr. Rabih Kabalan  
Assistant Researcher  
Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute  
(LARI) 
Plant Breeding Department  
Tel. +961-8-900037 
Mob. +961-3-344077 
E-mail: rkabalan@lari.gov.lb 
 
Mr. Fouad Maalouf  
Plant Breeding    
Lebanese Agricultural Research Institute  
(LARI) 
Head of the European Project (IDUWUE)  
in Lebanon  
Improvement Durum Wheat for Water  
Use Efficiency  
Tel. +961-8-90037-Ext 255. 
E-mail: fmaalouf@lari.gov.lb. 

Dr. Raghed Assi  
GEF/ UNDP Agrobiodiversity Project  
Project Manager  
Tel. +961-3-969799 
E-mail: agrobio@cyberia.net.lb 
 
Oman 
 
Dr. Ahmed Bin Nasser Al Bakri,  
Assistant Director General of  
Agricultural Research 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 4050 – PC 121 – SEEB - Oman 
Tel: +(968) 26893131    
Fax: +(968) 26893097 
Email: albakry98@hotmail.com      
research@omantel.net.com 
 
Mrs. Safaa Bint Mohammed Al-Farsi,  
Head Seed and Plant Genetic Resources  
Laboratory 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 4050 – PC 121 – SEEB - Oman 
Tel: +968-26893131   Fax: +968-26893097 
 E-mail: research@omantel.net.com 
 
Palestinian Authority 
 
Dr. Walid Abed Raboh  
Advisor to the Ministry 
MOA Palestine  
Tel. +970-2-2961091 
Mob. +962-59946238 
E-mail: walid.abedrabbo@undp.org 
 
Mr. Younis Sbeih  
Agrobiodiversity Project Manager – 
Palestine  
UNDP/ PAPP  
Agro-Biodiversity Project Manager  
Tel. +970-2-2961080 
Mobile. +972-59-428-238  
or +972-54-8173895  
E-mail: younis.sbeih@undp.org  
 
Mr. Feras Jameel Badran  
UNDP / MOA – Palestine  
Agronomist  
Tel. +972-9-2663179 
Mob.: +972-59-888773 
E-mail ferasbadran@hotmail.com 
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Pakistan 
 
Dr. Muhammad Ashraf  
Federal Seed Certification and  
Registration Department ,  
Ministry of Food Agriculture  
Livestock Deputy Director  
Tel. 9260154 
Mob.03335252993 
 
Dr. Rashid Anwar  
Deputy Director General  
National Agricultural Research Center.  
Institute of Agr. Biotechnology and  
Genetic Resources 
Tel. +92-51-9255203 
Mob.: +92-300-5152150 
E-mail rashid1946@yahoo.com 
 
Qatar 
 
Dr. Hamad Saad Al-Saad, Director  
Plant Tissue Culture Laboratory  
Ministry of Municipal Affairs & Agriculture  
State of Qatar  
Tel. Off. 4834117-Bleep 2246359   
GSM +974-5508900 
Fax. (+974 ) 4834148 
E-mail: hsas2003@yahoo.com 
 
Dr. Mohamed El-Emady 
Ministry of Municipal Affairs  
& Agriculture  
State of Qatar  
Tel. (+974) 4492666 
Fax. (+974 ) 4834148 
E-mail:Mohamed@ALSAQAYA.COM 
 
Saudi Arabia 
 
Abdul Aziz A. Al Jowaid  
Ministry of Agriculture  
Head Section of Seed Bank and Herbarium  
P.O.Box 17285 
Riyadh- 11484 
Tel. 9661-457-6780 ext. 2277 
Fax. 458-4979 
Mob. 0504423929 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Syrian Arab Republic 
 
Dr. Mohamed Walid Tawil  
Deputy D.G General Commission for  
Scientific Agricultural Research (GCSAR) 
Tel. +963-11-5744053 
P. O. Box 113 
Damascus-Douma 
 
Mr. Adnan Saad  
National Project Manager of  
Agro-Biodiversity- Syria 
GCSAR 
Tel. +963-11-57386350 
Mob. +963-94577883 
E-mail Agrosyr@mail.sy 
P. O. Box 113 Douma – Syria  
 
Dr. Abdul Mohcen Sayed Omar  
Director General, GOSM 
Tel. +963-214644902 
Mob. +963-94-402408 
E-mail gosm@mail.sy 
Aleppo Syria  
 
Turkey 
 
Dr. A. Ertug Firat, Director 
Aegean Agricultural Research Institute 
P.O. Box 9 Menemen  
35661 Izmir – Turkey 
Tel.: (+90-232) 8461009  
Mobile: +90-532-5856464 
Fax: (+90-232) 8461107 
Email: etae@aari.gov.tr 
 
Mr.  Bahattin Bozkurt 
Deputy Director General 
General Directorate of Agricultural  
Production and Development 
Ministry of Agriculture and  
Rural Affairs  
Milli Mudafa Cad. No. 20/9,  
Kizilay Ankara.  
Tel: +90-312-425 0175;  
Fax: ++90-312-4170026;  
E-mail: bbahattin@tarim.gov.tr 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



CGRFA/WG-PGR-3/05/Inf. 6 

 

12 

United Arab Emirates 
 
Dr. Abdulla Abboudi 
Director of Research and Extension 
Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
P.O. Box 1509 
Dubai 
Tel.: 00971-4-2958161 
Fax: 00971-4-295776 
  
Yemen 
 
Dr. Ali Al-Shurai 
Agricultural Research & Extension  
Authority (AREA) 
AREA National Genetic  
Resource Center 
Director of National Genetic  
Resource Center 
Tel: +967-6-509417 
Mobile: +967-77903633 
E-mail: shurai@y.net.ye
 Shuraiaa@yahoo.com 
Office P. O. Box Dhamar (87148) 
Res.  P. O. Box: Hodeidah (3411) 
Republic of Yemen 
 
Mr. Abdul-Baset-Abdul Samad Al-Aghbari 
General Seed Multiplication Corporation 
Deputy Director General 
Tel: +967-6-509433/34 
Mobile: +967-71688940 
Fax: +967-6-509449 
E-mail: seeds@yemen-net.ya 
G.S. M. Corporation Dhamar 
P. O. Box: 87282 
Republic of Yemen 
 
FAO 
 
Dr. Brad Fraleigh 
Senior Officer, Seed and Plant Genetic  
Resources Policy 
Plant Production and Protection  
Division (AGPS), FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome 00100 Italy 
Tel:  +39 06-5705.3675 
Fax: +39 06-5705.6347 
Email: Brad.Fraleigh@fao.org 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Stefano Diulgheroff 
Seed and Plant Genetic Resources Service 
(AGPS) 
Plant Production and Protection Division, 
FAO 
Via delle Terme di Caracalla 
Rome 00100 Italy 
Tel:  +39 06-5705.5544 
Fax: +39 06-5705.6347 
Email: Stefano.Diulgheroff@fao.org 
 
Global Crop Diversity Trust 
 
Brigitte Laliberté  
Scientist, Global Crop Diversity Trust 
International Plant Genetic Resources 
Institute   
Via dei Tre Denari, 472/a  
00057, Maccarese (Fiumicino)  
Rome, Italy  
Tel: +39-06-611-8272  
Fax: +39-06-619-79661  
Email: b.laliberte@cgiar.org 
 
ICARDA 
 
Dr. William Erskine 
Assistant Director General (Research) 
ICARDA 
P.O.Box: 5466 
Aleppo, Syria 
Tel: 963-21-2213477 
Fax: 963-21-2225105 
E-mail: W.Erskine@cgiar.org 
 
Prof. Magdy Madkour  
Director, International Cooperation 
ICARDA 
P.O.Box: 5466 
Aleppo, Syria 
Tel: 963-21-2213477 
Fax: 963-21-2225105 
E-mail: m.madkour@cgiar.org 
 
Dr. Ahmed Amri 
Regional Coordinator WARP 
ICARDA 
P. O. Box: 950764 
Amman 11195 Jordan 
Tel: +962 (6) 5525750 
Fax: +962 (6) 5525939 
Email: icardabox45@nochub.exch.cgiar.org 
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Dr. Tony van Gastel  
Head Seed Unit, ICARDA 
P.O. Box 5466 
Aleppo, Syria 
Tel: 963-21-2213433 
Fax: 963-21-2213490 
E-mail: a.vangastel@cgair.org 
 
Dr. Zewdie Bishaw 
Seed Systems Specialist WANA Seed  
Network Co-ordinator  
Seed Unit, ICARDA 
P.O. Box 5466 
Aleppo, Syria 
Tel: 963-21-2213433 
Fax: 963-21-2213490 
Email: z.bishaw@cgiar.org 
 
Mr. Ali Shehadeh 
Genetic Resources Unit 
P.O. Box 5466 
Aleppo, Syria 
Tel: 963-21-2213433 
Fax: 963-21-2213490 
E-mail : A.Shehadeh@cgiar.org 
 
IPGRI 
 
Mr. Gerald Moore 
IPGRI 
Honorary Fellow 
Tel: +39-06-93546109 
E-mail: Gerald.Moore@pcg.it  
g.moore@cgiar.org 
IPGRI Maccarese, Rome, Italy 

 

 


