
Side Event 10 - Upholding integrated, participatory and inclusive food systems governance through 
the CFS and UN Food System Summit processes. 
 
SHORT SUMMARY  
 
Side event “Upholding integrated, participatory and inclusive food systems governance 
through the CFS and UN Food System Summit processes” brought together representatives 
and expert speakers from around the world to debate the institutional structures that will 
ensure the robust governance required for resilient, renewable, equitable, healthy, diverse 
food systems over the next year and beyond. Panellists spoke to how there is widespread 
consensus that food systems must be governed holistically, with diverse stakeholders from 
across civil society engaged and meaningfully represented. Speakers called for questions of 
accountability, power and political economy not to be sidelined from conversations about 
how to reform systems, especially in the context of the UN Food Systems Summit. A number of 
ideas were expressed on how to further strengthen the role of the CFS in the governance of 
global food systems, including the suggestion that outcomes of the Food Systems Summit are 
sent to the CFS as a way of operationalizing them. Importantly, speakers repeatedly called for 
human rights, especially of the vulnerable like women, Indigenous peoples, small-holders, to 
be protected. Co-hosted by the Agroecology Fund, Dominican Republic, Global Alliance for the 
Future of Food, IPES-Food, and SDG2 Advocacy Hub, 320 people attended the session. 
 
QUOTES: 

• “Crucially, it has never been more important for us to uphold and protect the 
institutional spaces where differences and critical political views can be shared and 
debated” - Ruth Richardson 

• "What is at stake is who will have power over how the food system will be 
transformed" - Michael Fakhri 

• "The inclusive model of the UN Committee on World Food Security is what the Food 
System Summit should have been based on... The Civil Society Mechanism needs to be 
present at the Summit and they must have their voice heard" - Ambassador Mario 
Arvelo 

•  "Multilateralism is the best way to reach our global goals, the Sustainable 
Development Goals" - Ambassador Céline Jurgensen   

• "Food systems are diverse. #Food is culturally and historically diverse. And this must 
be respected when we act on transforming food systems." - Shalmali Guttal 

• "Commitment to Indigenous peoples must be reflected in concrete actions. We need to 
ensure these voices are heard in all spaces" - Jessica Vega 

• "Let's embrace disruptive voices and thinking that can help accelerate change and 
move forward" - Paul Newnham 

• "Questions of power and accountability are at the heart of the obstacles we face at the 
moment of reforming the food systems" - Olivier De Schutter 

• "Our criticisms of the Food System Summit are valid. It is not rooted in human rights. 
The voices of marginalized groups have been marginalized from the Summit." Sophia 
Monsalve 

• "Transformation goes hand in hand with challenging deep structures and established 
practices. Integrated governance is essential for systemic change." - Ruth Richardson 

  
 


