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Honorable CFS Chairperson, Distinguished Delegates, 
  
1. The Philippines aligns its Statement with the Cross Regional Statement 
on the Gender Equality of Women and Girls Empowerment Workstream 
delivered by the distinguished Ambassador of South Africa. 
 
2.  The Philippines joins the Committee in commemorating International 
Day of Rural Women on October 15, 2022. Twenty five years ago, on Oct. 
10, 1997, the President of the Philippines issued Proclamation No. 1105 
declaring October 15, 1997 and every year thereafter as "National Rural 
Women's Day."  The Philippines recognizes the role and tremendous 
contribution of rural women to our country's economic development and 
food security. 
  
2. The Philippines signed the United Nations Convention on the Elimination 
of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) on 15 July 1980 
and ratified it on 5 August 1980, the first country of the Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) to do so. The Philippines’ participation 
in CEDAW has been instrumental in the advancement and empowerment 
of Filipino women, including through the enactment ofthe Magna Carta of 
Women (MCW), a comprehensive women’s human rights law that seeks to 
eliminate discrimination against women, especially those in marginalized 
sectors.  
  
3. In view of the Philippines' strong and continuing advocacy, the 
Philippines welcomes the development by CFS of the Voluntary Guidelines 



on Gender Equality and Women and Girls' Empowerment in the context of 
food security and nutrition. 
  
4. The Philippines takes note of the scoping paper that initially informed 
these voluntary guidelines which includes evidence of the main links 
between gender equality, women’s empowerment, and food security and 
nutrition. 
  
5.  While the open-ended working group did not come to an agreement, the 
Philippines acknowledges the efforts by all stakeholders involved in the 
consultations and negotiations of the draft Voluntary Guidelines, and would 
like to express its appreciation again to the Co-Chairs who worked on these 
voluntary guidelines, Ms. Tanya Gren and Tom Duncan Jurado, Permanent 
Representatives to Rome-Based Food Agencies of Finland and Panama 
respectively. 
 
6.  The Philippines is hoping that common ground can still be reached in 
developing these Voluntary Guidelines which aim to leave no one behind 
as we work towards zero hunger and gender equality. 
  
7.  There are many notable recommendations in the Voluntary Guidelines 
that will be very helpful once implemented. To name a few, these include 
approaches in: Eliminating violence against women; Enabling women’s and 
girls’ full, equal and meaningful participation, voice and leadership in policy- 
and decision-making at all levels; and women’s economic and social 
empowerment in the context of sustainable food systems;  
 
8.  The Philippines therefore stands ready to support efforts to discuss the 
way forward to be able to reach a consensus on the voluntary guidelines 
for presentation to CFS 51 plenary session next year. 
 

###END### 
 


