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Song 
 
This is a song from my country, Kenya, to encourage young people to study, so that 
they will be guaranteed a good livelihood in the future. Most of the time, this is not 
the case.  
 
We are grateful for the opportunity to bring our diverse voices directly here in the 
CFS. My name is Sefu Sanni, coordinator of the CSIPM youth working group and 
member of the World March of Women.   
 
What we see today is a global crisis for the youth, who are unemployed, who are 
dealing with the fact that agriculture is not seen as a means of achieving a 
sustainable and dignified livelihood; and who are grappling with many issues like 
rural to urban migration; climate change; not having access to land and natural 
resources...   
 
 Given the scope of the challenges  - we had hoped for a more ambitious document 
that would both identify the major challenges that impede the dignified 
engagement of youth in food systems and offer meaningful recommendations to 
address them. But this is not the document we have negotiated.  
 
The CSIPM Youth WG assessed the document and found  that while there are 
various positive aspects, other key elements are missing or are harmful.  
 

1) Positive elements in the document:  
1. the addition of “dignified livelihoods” and not only “decent work” 
2. recommendations for redistributive reforms that could address gender 

inequalities, ownership concentration and rural poverty.  
3. the inclusion of the term situations of marginalization and not just 

“vulnerability” 
4. recommendations for gender responsive and gender transformative 

policies  
5. recommendations for recognition, compensation and redistribution of 

unpaid work, including care and domestic work performed mostly by 
young women 



6. a reference to informal markets, local food hubs, community supported 
agriculture, urban and peri urban agriculture and public procurement 

 
2) Missing 
 
Women’s rights, the rights of gender diverse people, and the centrality of peasants’ 
rights are missing in the document. The right to food sovereignty is overlooked.   
 
There is no recognition of the fact that youth are a diverse and heterogeneous group  
who suffer intersecting forms of oppression. Historical injustices, structural 
violence, systemic inequalities, were not recognized. 
 
Planetary boundaries and  the ecological footprint of the industrial food system, that 
youth have globally denounced, is not acknowledged.  
 
Furthermore, the recommendations fail to recognize the transformative potential of 
agroecology and to see youth as agents of systemic change. Failure to outline 
pathways for a just transition toward a future in which all people – in all our 
diversities - can live with dignity, in peace, in harmony with nature, and with our 
human rights fully realized and protected by States.       
 
3) Harmful 
 

1)  The separation of the right to food from other basic human rights is harmful 
because it undermines the principles and multiple instruments of 
international human rights law.  

2) Agroecology is the solution to the unsustainable menace of industrial 
agriculture [that is destroying our food system]. Its potential is not 
addressed sufficiently in the policy recommendations. On the contrary, the 
proposal in the policy recommendation is to continue with industrial 
agriculture, which is extractive and structurally violent. This is the main 
reason why young people are excluded from food systems and why we fight 
back against it.  

3) Finally, the recommendations in the HLPE report were basically ignored in 
the OEWG discussions and during the negotiations.  
 

For these reasons the CSIPM youth will support the member states’ endorsement of 
the policy recommendations with strong reservations that will be presented by the 
other coordinator of the WG.  
 
 
 
 



 
 
 


