Chair, thank you for giving me the floor, and thank you for your exceptional
leadership on the CFS and on realizing the right to food.

To ensure food security we need data and knowledge. | would like to congratulate
FAO, IFAD, UNICEF and WHO on the wealth of statistics in the SOFI report. It
contributes to an in-depth understanding of the status of SDG 2.1 and 2.2 in
particular.

The report shows us that achieving zero hunger by 2030 seems highly unlikely. We
are concerned about the lack of progress. Conflicts, the climate crisis and
economic shocks are the main drivers, while poverty and inequality remain
structural causes.

We are alarmed by the immense civilian suffering due to conflicts in among others
Sudan, Gaza, Lebanon and Haiti, as well as the consequences of the illegal war of
aggression against Ukraine.

This should spur action by all of us. | am encouraged to see an invested
international community, academia, private sector and civil society.

Chair,

Norway contributes in different ways. We allocate around 1% of our GNI to official
development assistance. Of that, we provide a very high level of support to all
aspects of food security. But we also know that ODA is not enough.

Norway encourages all member states to contribute to progress at the Fourth
Financing for Development Conference in Spain next year. Together with Mexico,
Nepal and Zambia, Norway will facilitate the negotiations of the outcome document
for the conference.

We will also need innovative financing. A new initiative will facilitate effective
financing arrangements for small and medium-sized enterprises: The Fund for
Mobilising Finance for Food and Agri-SMEs, or FASA that Norway will launch
together with the US. It will be operative and ready for investments in the African
region later this year.

Chair,

I would like to thank Brazil for championing the fight against hunger and poverty,
and for inviting Norway as a guest country during your presidency of the G20 this
year. Norway is honored to co-chair the Alliance of Champions for Food System
Transformation with Brazil and Sierra Leone. Focusing on the need for large-scale
and systemic interventions, we are also proud to be joining Global Alliance against
Hunger and Poverty.



We work to keep sustainable food systems on top of the global climate agenda, and
to bring together discussions on climate with discussions hunger and malnutrition.

Extending the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition until 2030 could be considered,
with the goal of increasing attention and effort to its important topics in the final
push to achieve the UN Sustainable Development Goals, where we know that we
are lagging. But there is hope:

Through the Global Action Network, we also mobilize actions, based on the CFS
policy recommendations, to include aquatic food systems in the work to achieving
food security and improved nutrition.

Increased local food production as well as open and predictable global value
chains are vital to improve food security and alleviate humanitarian needs.

Norway places great importance on integration of small-scale food producers -
most of whom are women - in value chains and markets.

Finally, let me emphasize that prevention and resilience building are key if we are to
achieve global food security. Norway remains committed to realising the right to

food for all.

Thank you.



