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Statement on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States
52nd session of the Committee on World Food Security

21-25 October 2024, Rome

Item III: Global Thematic Event on advancing the uptake of the CFS
Voluntary Guidelines to support the progressive realization of the right to

adequate food in the context of national food security

Madam Chair,

1. Tam honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.

2. Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Monaco, San Marino, Serbia, Tiirkiye align

themselves with this statement.

3. Allow me to start by thanking the CFS’s chair and the CFS’s secretariat for organising
this important Global Thematic Event on advancing the commitment to the Voluntary
Guidelines of the CFS to support progressively realising the right to adequate food in
the context of national food security in the year of the 20th anniversary of the

Voluntary Guidelines.

4. We greatly appreciate the opportunity to review the use and application of these
important Voluntary Guidelines, which allows us to reflect on successes and
challenges, and to identify best practices and lessons learned. We acknowledge that
the Voluntary Guidelines, which form the basis of the CFS’s work, have not lost any

of their relevance today.



5. Aswearestill off track for the SDG2, and as the world faces multiple food and nutrition
crises created and exacerbated by multiple drivers, the holistic and inclusive
approach of the Voluntary Guidelines provides comprehensive guidance. In view of
the conflicts, economic shocks, extreme climate events and structural factors, such as
access to, and affordability of, adequate food due to extreme poverty and widening
inequalities, the human right to adequate food needs to remain our focus. We cannot

leave those most affected behind and we need to strengthen our efforts to achieve the

SDG2.

6. We acknowledge that the Voluntary Guidelines serve as an important reference
document, not only for CFS’s policies but also for normative documents adopted in
other UN bodies as well as at national and local level. We recognise that significant
progress has been made in recent years on many CFS policy guidelines and
recommendations following the Right to Food guidelines. These build a holistic

framework of reference for human rights-based approaches to achieving the SDG2.

7. We reaffirm our strong commitment to implementing the Voluntary Guidelines.
We stress that adopting the CFS’s policy guidance is essential to promote the
elimination of hunger and all forms of malnutrition, ensuring food security and

nutrition for all and advancing human rights.

8. We call on all CFS members and Rome Based Agencies to continue to ensure the
dissemination and application of the Voluntary Guidelines. We recognise the need for
strengthened collaboration between the Rome Based Agencies and wider UN-system
including the UN Office on Human Rights and the UN Special Rapporteur on the
Right to Food in order to support the uptake of the Voluntary Guidelines.

Thank you, Madam Chair
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