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Ill. Global Thematic Event on advancing the uptake of the CFS Voluntary Guidelines to
support the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national
food security (for information and discussion)

Statement by Finland

CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

Madam / Mr. Chair,

Excellencies, distinguished participants,

Finland fully aligns itself with the statement of the European Union

| wish to start by thanking the CFS chair and the CFS secretariat for organizing the event
to advance the use of the Voluntary Guidelines in their 20th anniversary. We appreciate
the possibility to exchange experiences, best practices and useful lessons with all CFS
partners.

Please allow me to briefly highlight some of our experiences in co-operation with
international partners that support the implementation of the voluntary guidelines.

In rural areas, land is often the main asset people have. However, unclear and unequal
land ownership and land rights hamper sustainable development, economic stability and
food security.

In Ethiopia, over 15 million land parcels have been officially registered using the method
developed through co-operation with Finland. The method and the information system
were approved for the entire rural areas of Ethiopia. The land titles are also issued to
female headed households, which form a considerable part of all rural households.
Securing women's land ownership reduces inequality and tends to increase agricultural
production and family welfare, such as children’s education and nutrition.

Free school meals play an essential role in Finland’s educational system. Schools serve as
a critical entry point for supporting the health, nutrition, and overall well-being of school-
aged children. School meals also promote gender equality and contribute to job creation
locally.



e Finland is the co-chair, together with Brazil and France, of the Global School Meals
Coalition which was launched at the United Nations Food Systems Summit in September
2021. Since then, more than 100 countries and over 130 partners have come together to
improve and scale-up school meals programmes as a transformational platform for food,
nutrition, and education systems. Finland stays committed to advocating for school meals
globally and contributing financially as well as with technical expertise.

Thank you, Madam Chair



