INTERVENTION BY MR DAMIAN CHAN

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, SINGAPORE FOOD AGENCY OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SINGAPORE AT THE FIFTY-SECOND
PLENARY SESSION OF THE COMMITTEE ON WORLD FOOD
SECURITY, 22 OCT 2024

Agenda Item Ill. Global Thematic Event on Advancing the
Uptake of the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on the Progressive
Realization of the Right to Adequate Food in the Context of

National Food Security

Introduction

1 Let me begin by commending the CFS and member states
for their excellent efforts. Since the Guidelines were adopted 20
years ago, we have made impressive strides towards achieving
the realisation of the right to adequate food. Singapore
particularly supports the use of the Guidelines in fostering the

resilience of agri-food systems to shocks and stresses.

2 The world is facing unprecedented challenges to food
security. Global developments, compounded by climate change,
are affecting our food supplies world-wide. Looking ahead, we

expect global food demand to surge by 50% come 2050, driven
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by population growth. At the same time, climate change brings
with it the loss of arable land and more erratic weather patterns

— placing further strain on global food supply.

Growing More with Less, Sustainably

3 As a small city-state that imports most of our food, we need
to look at other ways to ensure and secure a supply of safe food
to meet our nutritional needs. One key strategy Singapore
adopts is local food production. With only 1% of our land
dedicated to agriculture, we leverage on urban food solutions to
transform our agri-food system to be more productive, climate-

resilient and resource-efficient.

4  To boost local food production sustainably and optimise our
agricultural land, we work closely with our agri-food industry to
tap on innovative farming technologies. This is a key enabler in

helping our farms grow more with less, sustainably.

5 Inthe agricultural sector, more farmers are shifting towards
space- and resource-efficient practices by using indoor and
vertical farming approaches that incorporate LED technology

and solar panels. These climate-controlled greenhouses can
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produce 10 to 15 times more vegetables per hectare than

traditional farms.

6  Similarly, the aquaculture sector is embracing technology
and better farming practices to be more productive and future-
ready. We continue to advance our local aquaculture sector by
exploring recirculating and closed containment aquaculture
systems, which ensure consistent high yield of fish whilst
reducing the environmental impact of farming fish. These
contained systems also protect the fish from external threats

such as oil spills and harmful algae blooms.

Enhancing Food Resilience Through Alternative Proteins

7  Beyond producing food at scale, technology can also be
harnessed to develop new, alternative, and sustainable food
sources. Alternative proteins like cell-cultured meat and proteins
created through precision fermentation, present a promising
avenue in our evolving approach to food production. While these
technologies are still nascent, such novel food sources have the
potential to complement our existing agricultural methods and

contribute to a more diverse and resilient food system.
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Conclusion

6 Inlight of the complex challenges to food security we face
today, the CFS continues to be a vital platform where countries
can work closely together and share our experiences in ensuring
food security. Singapore remains committed to work with the
CFS and member states in finding innovative solutions for

sustainable and resilient agri-food systems. Thank you.
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