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CFS 52. Statement by CGIAR on Strengthening the Impact of CFS Policy Products

Madam Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished colleagues,

As the world's largest publicly-funded group of agrifood systems research centers, CGIAR is
pleased to support the endorsement of the Action Plan to Strengthen the Uptake of CFS
Policy Products. As a system of international research institutions that draws on evidence
developed with and for the Global South, CGIAR pledges to work across its centers and with
its partners, including other CFS stakeholders, to increase awareness, ownership, use, and
usefulness of CFS policy products at local, national, regional, and global levels.

We will continue to use our technical expertise and global reach to generate and
communicate evidence that will benefit the debate, dialogue, and development of findings
and recommendations for CFS policy products. Always in compliance with ethical
guidelines, we pledge to ensure the meaningful participation of stakeholders from different
sectors in these activities, particularly those who benefit from and participate in our research,
especially small farmers and fishers, indigenous peoples, women, and the poor.

Aligning with our own strategic framework and research programs, CGIAR notes its
particular interest in the workstreams on climate, biodiversity, and land quality; reducing
inequalities; building resilient food systems; encouraging sustainable fisheries and
aquaculture; promoting food and knowledge systems of indigenous peoples; and
strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems, particularly their connection with
agriculture and rural areas.

CGIAR pledges to support follow-up actions in the dissemination, uptake, and use of CFS
knowledge products and guidance across the geographical, political, and institutional spaces
where we operate. We commit to promoting the integration of CFS products and guidance
into the design of our research projects and into the resulting recommendations,
interventions, and innovations as well as in the dialogues we have with policymakers and
other stakeholders from the research community, the donor community, civil society, and the
private sector, as we have done with previous and current CFS products such as the

Voluntary Guidelines for Food Systems and Nutrition, the Voluntary Guidelines on Gender
Equality and Women's and Girls' Empowerment, and the HLPE report on Agroecological and
other innovative approaches for sustainable agriculture and food systems.

At the global level, we will seek ways to coordinate with and support CFS’s greater
engagement with other international fora, especially those dealing with the science-policy
interface, such as UNFSS Plus Four and COP 30, to help ensure products and the knowledge
they contain are addressed and used in an inclusive, holistic, and integrated manner.
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We also strongly support the activities in the Action Plan that commit to dedicating regular
agenda items during CFS plenaries to assess progress and challenges in order to develop
improved as well as new ways to ensure the relevance and use of CFS policy products. We
further believe it is indispensable if CFS to be more effective that CFS set up a system to
monitor, evaluate, and learn from experiences of implementation and use of CFS products.
This would mean, at a minimum, a systematic study of real-world experiences to further
explore the opportunities and challenges in the access, uptake, and use of CFS policy
products and provide a solid evidence base for future action.

Thank you very much, and we look forward to working with CFS members and other
stakeholders in this endeavor.

Delivered by James Garrett, October 23, 2024, Rome.
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