CSIPM intervention for the
Agenda item IV: Strengthening the impact of CFS policy products

at which the final version of the CFS Action Plan to strengthen the uptake of CFS
normative products will be presented for consideration and approval by the CFS
Plenary Session

Speaker: Dionicio Canahui, member of the CSIPM Coordination Committee, and the
International Indian Treaty Council.

Thank you, Chair, for giving us the floor.

The Civil Society and Indigenous Peoples' Mechanism (CSIPM) welcomes the Action
Plan and wishes to thank the co-facilitators of the process and the CFS Secretariat
for their efforts.

Uptake is a key priority for CSIPM. Our involvement in the CFS is to bring the voices
of the territories to the CFS and use the policy outcomes in our territories. CSIPM's
key role in uptake has also been recognized in the CFS evaluation.

In this regard, we regret that the mention of Indigenous Peoples has been removed
from the Action Plan as a result of the attempt to group Indigenous Peoples together
with local communities, which would have undermined the distinct rights of
Indigenous Peoples. We call on all Member States to recognize and implement the
UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and to refrain from confusing,
associating, conflating or equating Indigenous Peoples with non-indigenous entities
such as minorities, vulnerable groups or "local communities".

For the policy outcomes of the CFS to be meaningful to small-scale producers,

fishers, pastoralists, Indigenous Peoples and other sectors, the process of their
development is key to achieving ownership. Therefore, adequate conditions are
needed for meaningful participation, e.g. timely interpretation and translation of

documents.

First, we welcome that the Action Plan underlines the primary responsibility of
member states to implement CFS policy outcomes. We emphasize that the various
CFS policy outcomes can help guide Member States in fulfilling their obligations
under the Right to Food. We therefore emphasize the need for monitoring and
accountability. We demand that accountability should include disaggregated data on
population composition, including on Indigenous Peoples, to facilitate decision-
making in practice.

Second, we hope that the Plan of Action can guide other UN fora, member states and
national and regional multi-stakeholder spaces to democratize the development and
implementation of public policies applying a human rights approach, following the
example of the inclusive processes of policy convergence in the CFS.



https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2324/Uptake/CFS_Uptake_Action_Plan_FINAL_29July2024_clean.pdf

Third, we also appreciate that the action plan reaffirms the special role of the Rome-
based agencies for uptake, as the UN agencies dealing with food and agriculture,
and that the plan details several concrete action points in this regard.

We would like to stress that FAO should strengthen its commitment to the
implementation of CFS policy outcomes. In particular, we call on FAO, the CFS and
its members to recommit to the CFS Framework for Action in Protracted Crises (CFS-
FFA) and use it effectively to implement human rights obligations in conflict
situations. The Framework for Action provides guidance to States to address the
underlying causes of conflict and ensure the right to food and agency of the affected
civilian population.

Fourth, we would like to emphasize that the implementation of the action plan will be
connected to other relevant lines of work within the framework of the current CFS
Multi-Year Program of Work.

In particular, the work stream on collaborative governance for coordinated policy
responses is highly relevant, as it helps to increase cooperation between different
spaces and actors and raise awareness of CFS policy outcomes. At the same time,
CFS policy outcomes are crucial for global policy coordination in response to food
crisis situations, and should be fully utilized. The HLPE compilation of key elements
to guide action towards the right to food and the transformation of food systems that
has been included in the Action Plan will be very useful in this regard.

Lastly we would like to stress that financial resources are needed to support the
uptake efforts. We request Member States to mobilize these resources and request
that a share of them should be secured for civil society and Indigenous Peoples
organisations, as we are the legitimate actors able to popularize CFS products and
make them relevant to the struggles of our constituencies.



