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TIME: 15.00-18.00 (exact time to be advised)
LOCATION: Plenary Hall, FAO Headquarters, Rome

Statement by Nate Blum, CEO of Sorghum United, on behalf of the CFS Private Sector
Mechanism

Mr. Chairman, Your Excellencies, and esteemed colleagues,

The PSM welcomes the Action Plan to strengthen the uptake of CFS policy products” in
order to strengthen the usefulness, ownership, awareness and use of CFS policy
products as was extensively discussed. As PSM has emphasised both during and since
the evaluation in 2017, CFS policy products need to be concrete, concise,

understandable, user-friendly and actionable, particularly at country level.

In implementing the Action Plan, we would have the following suggestions and
recommendations. The PSM looks forward to working with all stakeholders to develop
training, advocacy and capacity building activities for local and national practitioners
engaged in the use of CFS policy products. The PSM has already initiated this with CFS

Voluntary Guidelines and looks forward to continuing this collective endeavour.

As previously highlighted, the PSM welcomes the recommended action to develop a CFS
communication strategy, and also welcomes the appointment of dedicated staff in the
Secretariat to support this but we remain concern that the tentative timeline for a final
output is 6 months. Given the experience available in FAO with other platforms and the
skills available in the RBAs more generally, we believe this could be brought to fruition

sooner.



The Action Plan has also noted that the action to compile key elements from CFS policy
products will be carried out by the HLPE and we would like to take this opportunity to
indicate the PSM’s readiness to work with the HLPE on this action.

We note that the Action Plan has 27 recommendations, and while some have been
highlighted as being in a first group, subject to the required extra-budgetary resources,
we would recommend that this list be either reduced or further prioritised in groups. Finally
Madam Chair, we would appreciate an update on the availability of the extra-budgetary

resources for the implementation of the Action Plan.

Thank you.



