Item 6.

Thank you Chair. Australia supports the broad effort by the Committee in finalising the
Policy Recommendations on Reducing Inequalities for Food Security and Nutrition. We
congratulate the rapporteur, Ms Lara Lobo, for the collaborative and respectful way in
which she led the negotiations.

Australia appreciates the comprehensive list of policy recommendations, which help to
provide detailed policy guidance on the multidimensional issue of food security and point
to the broad range of policies that enable greater food security.

Australia would have preferred stronger references to trade throughout the document,
including recommendations that encourage government and international organisations to
further reduce trade and production distortions, especially those linked with potential
environmental harm which undermine the basis for sustainable food production. We also
think a recommendation to explore the use of policy settings, suited to Members context,
that can best enable trade to contribute to inclusive rural income growth as a driver of
sustainable development would have been appropriate.

Furthermore, Australia takes this opportunity to emphasise the importance we attach to
UNDRIP and making specific mention of Indigenous Peoples’ Free, Prior and Informed
Consent (FPIC) as a pre-requisite for any activity that affects their ancestral lands,
territories and natural resources: a key tenant of reducing inequalities in Indigenous
Peoples food systems and nutrition.

Similarly, we underline that to achieve our shared goals for food security and nutrition, we
must eliminate all forms of discrimination. This requires acknowledgement and
understanding that the multiple types of discrimination intersect, rather than being siloed.

Australia appreciates the progress made during the policy convergence process on terms
such as vulnerable people, where agreement was found to use terminology that avoids the
suggestion any person is inherently vulnerable. We strive to make clear that vulnerability
and marginalisation arise due to context, exclusion, and the denial of human rights.

In closing, we underline the significance of this list of policy recommendations and
acknowledge important aim of highlighting the broader range of food security policies that
governments need to holistically consider in order to reduce inequalities in food security
and nutrition.



