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Item VI: Addressing multiple dimensions of inequalities: endorsement and uptake of
the CFS policy recommendations on reducing inequalities for food security and

nutrition

Madam Chair,
1. Tam honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.

2. Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Georgia, Iceland, Monaco, San Marino and Serbia

align themselves with this statement.

3. We thank and congratulate all those involved in the development of these policy
recommendations on Reducing Inequalities for Food Security and Nutrition, in
particular the HLPE and the lead author, Professor Shankar, for their extensive work
on the underlying HLPE report, the CFS Chair, the CFS members, the experts and of

course the CFS secretariat and the Rapporteur, Lara Lobo.

4. Let us also join the chair in thanking [XX] for the keynote remarks on the importance
of reducing inequalities in our food systems and beyond, in order to achieve food

security and nutrition for all, leaving no one behind.

5. Equality is one of the core principles on which the EU is founded. Without equality,
it would be impossible to achieve our shared goal of reducing inequalities in food
security and nutrition. The world, including the EU, continues to grapple with

inequalities and the challenges of addressing them in a meaningful way.



6. The policy recommendations of the CFS, along with the Voluntary Guidelines on
Gender Equality and Women’s and Girls Empowerment in the Context of Food
Security and Nutrition adopted last year, provide guidance on how to tackle the
numerous forms of inequalities and multiple and intersecting forms of discrimination
that still exist, persist and in many cases are increasing, in our food systems and in
related spheres. Whether in the form of unequal labour conditions, concentration of
market power, unequal access to land or discrimination based on gender, race,
disability or sexual orientation, inequalities hinder our collective efforts to achieve

zero hunger and fulfil the progressive realization of the Right to adequate Food.

7. Many people experience multiple forms of inequality throughout their lives. The
HLPE report clearly addresses this problem of intersectionality, which shows that
where multiple forms of inequality affect the same people, the burden on these people
increases exponentially. They are the most at risk of being left behind. We sincerely
regret that these concepts remain contentious for some CFS Members, as leaving no

one behind is the central premise of the Sustainable Development Goals.

8. Reducing inequalities is a priority for the European Union. We are therefore ready to
use these Policy Recommendations and support the dissemination, use and application
of the Guidelines in the development, enhancement and implementation of EU

policies at EU, regional and national levels, as well as in the EU’s external actions.

9. The EU and its Member States strongly support the endorsement of the Policy
Recommendations on Reducing Inequalities for Food Security and Nutrition. We
stand ready to engage constructively with all CFS Members and stakeholders and call
on the three RBAs, in collaboration with other relevant international organisations to
support members in strengthening their capacities and applying these policy

recommendations.

Thank you, Madam Chair




