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Distinguished Delegates, colleagues and participants.

1. IFAD would first like to congratulate the Rapporteur and
the CFS Secretariat for their leadership and careful
navigation of the discussions and the achievement of

agreement on the Policy Recommendations.

2. This workstream is especially close to our hearts, as
reducing inequalities in food systems and nutritional
outcomes is at the very core of all that we do. This is
exemplified first and foremost in IFAD’s revised Targeting
Policy which was approved by our Executive Board last
year and has often been referred to as one that

represents IFAD’s very DNA.

3. It reaffirms our clear commitment to focus on people
living in poverty in rural geographies, but also those who
are vulnerable to poverty, recognising that poverty is
dynamic in a world increasingly characterized by shocks
which hit hardest on those who have the least ability to

withstand them.

4. People living in rural poverty and fragile contexts,
including small-scale and family farmers,
disproportionately rely on precarious livelihood strategies,
on one hand highly exposed to shocks due to climate
change, environmental degradation and conflicts, and on
the other hand lacking access to and control over
resources, tenure rights, social capital, public services,

and the infrastructure and investments to allow them to



not just cope with shocks but begin to adapt and
eventually thrive. The Policy Recommendations being
endorsed today represent an important milestone because
they address these realities and provide guidance on
solutions, including, crucially, those based on agro-

ecological approaches.

. Inequalities are often driven by multiple and intersecting
factors, including but not limited to income, assets,
gender, age, ethnicity and disability status. IFAD’s
mainstreaming objectives serve to further refine our
targeting priorities and to promote gender equality and
women’s empowerment, improve nutrition, create rural
employment for young people and build climate resilience.
Our objectives of stepping up engagement with persons
with disabilities and strengthening commitments to
Indigenous Peoples, including their right to Free Prior and
Informed Consent, also reinforce the focus on those who
are most marginalized.

. But we know that inclusion itself is not enough; through
our programme of work, we go beyond outreach to ensure
that our target group, and especially women, people with
disabilities, and Indigenous Peoples, can effectively
benefit from and are empowered by our projects, and that
we transform the root causes and underlying structural
drivers of inequality. We are pleased to see these

objectives also reflected in the Policy Recommendations.



7. Beyond the ‘what’, however, there is also the ‘how’, and
as the CFS itself exemplifies, what is needed is an
approach based on strong partnerships including those
amongst the Rome-based agencies. In keeping with its
country-based model, IFAD interventions are aligned with
and contribute to government policies as an assembler of
finance and a supporter of capacity for implementation of
the Policy Recommendations.

8. But people living in poverty in rural areas, along with their
communities and organizations, are also partners as co-
owners and decision makers, along with implementers and
service providers from both civil society and the private
sector who can reach and deliver to the last mile.

9. The only way these Policy Recommendations will come to
fruition to reduce inequalities is by working together, and
we are happy to affirm our support for the decision on the

Policy Recommendations today.

Thank you.



