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Excellencies, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

It is a great honor for me as the Chairperson of the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and 

Nutrition to introduce to the CFS the report on “Strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems to 

achieve food security and nutrition” which was launched last July. 

At the request of the CFS, the HLPE-FSN has prepared this report, an independent analysis, based 

on inter-disciplinary evidence from different local contexts, which has benefitted from e-consultations 

and peer reviews, in a transparent and inclusive process. The report makes the recent advances of 

research and local practices of cities accessible to the CFS and to the general public. We are very 

proud to present this report today to inform the CFS negotiations. 

I would like to thank Jane Battersby and the other members of team who have written the report, 

giving their knowledge and their time endlessly and pro bono. I also wish to thank the members of 

the HLPE-FSN Steering Committee, among them, Hilal Elver, the Convenor of the oversight group 

for this report, as well as all the persons who have participated in the public consultations and the 

peer reviews and lastly, the HLPE-FSN Secretariat, especially Paola Termine for her tremendous 

support throughout the process. 

*** 

Cities are where most consumers in the world are located. It is important to stress that the majority of 

food insecure people in the world live in cities and peri-urban areas.  

We therefore need to turn our attention to cities. Cities have the power to drive food systems 
transformation in their country. Indeed, as you know, consumers in cities rely mostly on food 

produced elsewhere, in rural or peri-urban areas that come to them through a long supply chain. 

Due to evolving life style in cities, consumers adopt new food cultures leading the way in nutrition 

transition. At the same time, cities are often hubs for food systems innovation, knowledge and 

investment. But cities are also places of high inequality. They face multiple burdens of malnutrition 

and food safety challenges. They are vulnerable to epidemics, conflicts, and adverse impact from 

extreme weather events, and both produce and suffer from environmental pollution.  

The report provides guiding principles and actionable recommendations for policymakers to improve 

food security and nutrition, adapted to the different types of cities in the world: from capitals to 

secondary cities, with varying political power, budget and mandates. Diverse cities require 

differentiated policy responses.  
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However, the report reaffirms one common principle: the right to food. The right to food should be 

integrated in every measure taken by public authorities and the private sector.  In urban settings, the 

right to food should be aligned to the right to the city. The right to the city focuses on the idea that 

urban spaces should be inclusive, participatory and designed to meet the needs of all residents, 

including their right to food. 

 

*** 

 

Let us recognize the role of local actors for food systems transformation: regional governments, 

mayors, local civil servants, entrepreneurs, workers and citizens. The CFS is very well placed to work 

with these different groups as it is an inclusive and comprehensive inter-governmental platform. 

Today marks the start of the policy convergence process on the workstream to strengthen urban and 

peri urban food systems. The HLPE-FSN is very proud to hand over the report to the CFS.  

 

I wish you enriching and successful deliberations. 

 


