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(Item VII) Strengthening Urban and Peri-Urban Food Systems to Achieve Food 
Security and Nutrition 

 

The Republic of Korea has the honor to deliver this statement on behalf of the 
Asia Regional Group.  

The Asia group would like to thank Ms. Akiko Suwa-Eisenmann and Ms. Jane 
Battersby for their leadership and presentation of this important report on 
strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems in the context of urbanization 
and rural transformation. 

Urban and peri-urban areas are of immense importance to Asia, home to some of 
the world’s most rapidly urbanizing regions. As more people move to cities, these 
areas not only face complex food security challenges but also offer significant 
opportunities for innovation and economic growth for the Food system.  

The report rightly identifies urban and peri-urban areas as both vulnerable and 
transformative. They both present challenges and opportunities at the same time. 
On the one hand, they are hubs of inequality, food insecurity, and environmental 
challenges. On the other hand, they are spaces where food systems can be 
reshaped to promote sustainability, inclusivity, and resilience.  

We take note the report’s integrated and holistic approach, which recognizes that 
food systems must be governed with a focus on the right to food and the notion 
of “the right to the city”. The emphasis on multilevel, multi-sectoral, and multi-
stakeholders approach is particularly relevant in the Asia region, where 
coordination between national and local governments, civil society, and the 
private sector is crucial to address the complex challenges faced by urban and 
peri-urban populations. 

We particularly appreciate the comprehensive scope of the report, covering all 
key aspects of the food system—from production and trade to midstream 



activities, markets, and food loss and waste. This thorough approach ensures that 
no part of the system is overlooked, and it highlights the interconnectedness of 
various sectors that affect food security and nutrition. 

It is also interesting to see how digitalization could contribute to better coherence 
in strengthening Urban and Peri-Urban Food Systems.  

However, we must also emphasize that policy responses should be tailored to 
local contexts. A ‘one size fits all’ approach would be ineffective. What works in 
one city may not be suitable for another. Therefore, solutions must be carefully 
adapted to the local needs, capacities, and vulnerabilities of each region. 

While we broadly support the recommendations of this report, we believe it is 
important to proceed with caution, ensuring that policies are flexible and reflect 
the unique challenges faced by different urban and peri-urban areas. We also 
welcome the call for more granular data and research to inform evidence-based 
decision-making. FAO’s technical expertise can play a key role here, helping to 
build the necessary knowledge base for smarter, more targeted interventions. 

Thank you. 


