Statement on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States
52nd session of the Committee on World Food Security

21-25 October 2024, Rome

Item VII: Promoting food security and nutrition across the rural-urban continuum

Madam Chair,

1.

2.

I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.

Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Moldova, Monaco, Serbia and Tiirkiye

align themselves with this statement.

We thank Ms Akiko Suwa-Eisenmann, Chair of the HLPE FSN Steering Committee
for the introduction to and Ms Jane Battersby HLPE FSN Team Leader for the clear
presentation of the document: “Strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems to
achieve food security and nutrition in the context of urbanization and rural

transformation”

We would also like to express our appreciation for the transparent and inclusive
process, including the e-consultations, which gave all stakeholders the opportunity to

submit their contributions to further improve the draft version.

As the report shows, of the 2.2 billion moderately and severely food-insecure people
in the world, 1.7 billion of those people live in urban and peri-urban areas. The
situation is often aggravated by multiple crises and conflicts to which urban and peri-
urban food systems are particularly vulnerable. We therefore consider discussions on

this issue in the CFS timely and appropriate.

For various reasons, urban and peri-urban food systems are and will continue to be
highly relevant to and interconnected with other areas. The strong links with the
inequalities workstream are palpable, and we therefore consider it appropriate to
develop thematic synergies between these two workstreams and stress the need to

adopt a holistic approach.



7. In the context of increasing urbanisation, it is crucial to apply human rights-based
policies, in particular the progressive realisation of the right to adequate food. In this
regard, due attention should be paid to the cross-cutting issues of nutrition, food safety,
and the protection of climate and biodiversity as well as access to clean water. The aim
is to promote the transformation of food systems to make these sustainable and

resilient and to provide safe, balanced and healthy diets for all.

8. We acknowledge that our discussions should mainly focus on identifying solutions to
the problems in urban and peri-urban areas. At the same time, we should also address
the reasons for the high and growing number of poor and malnourished people in urban
areas, and focus on the root causes of depopulation of rural areas. In short, we
recognise the need to address food security and nutrition challenges across the rural-

urban continuum.

9. We encourage consideration of the multi-level governance systems to strengthen rural-
urban food systems, involving all stakeholders and coordinating national, regional and
local government policies. We also encourage consideration of territorial approaches
to promote sustainable and inclusive rural development that reduces rural-urban

inequalities and addresses rural-urban migration.

10. Owing to the significance of this topic, the EU and its 27 Member States will continue
to play an active and constructive role in the discussions on the preparation of an
agreed set of recommendations to be presented to the Committee for endorsement at

CFS53 in October 2025. We encourage all CFS stakeholders to engage in the process.

11. We ask the RBAs to provide all the necessary technical and financial support for this
CFS workstream, in particular as regards the interpretation that is essential to ensure
an inclusive negotiation process. The expected outcomes of this process will be policy

recommendations that RBAs can and should also rely on and benefit from.

12. Finally, we believe the expected recommendations are urgently needed so that
policymakers are able to shape policies to address the complexities of urban-rural food

systems to ensure that no one is left behind in our increasingly urbanised world.

Thank you, Madam Chair




