
Item 9. 

Thank you Chair. As many speakers have highlighted today, there is continued gender 
disparity in food insecurity, with women and girls in all their diversity disproportionately 
affected by food insecurity. More broadly, women and girls are subjected to systemic 
discrimination and intersecting inequalities, they are disproportionately affected by 
disasters and climate change, and bear a greater share of the unpaid domestic workload, 
including in obtaining clean water, fuel and food, as well as meeting the health and 
wellbeing needs of household and community members. The increase in unpaid care and 
domestic work can mean that girls miss out or drop out of school and women do not 
benefit from livelihood opportunities during recovery.  

Placing gender equality at the centre of our international engagement as a vital national 
interest creates opportunities for people to thrive, making our region stronger, more secure 
and more inclusive. No country can meet its potential without ensuring all its people have 
every opportunity to reach their full potential, and all human rights are protected and 
respected for all persons. Conversely, gender inequality compounds the most pressing 
challenges. 

Australia supports gender equality and women’s empowerment through a twin-track 
approach: 

1) Firstly, we integrating gender equality into all our aid investments through gender 
mainstreaming, regardless of sector and area of focus. To support gender 
mainstreaming, Australia requires all new investments to include a gender equality 
outcome, regardless of sector.  

2) Secondly, through targeted investments that are gender-focused. They tackle persistent 
gender-related challenges where progress is slow, and challenge harmful social norms. 

Gender equality is also a core area for action of Australia’s International Development 
Policy. We track our international gender equality efforts through International 
Development Policy indicators on: 

• Support services for victim/survivors of sexual and gender-based violence;  

• Financial and business services for women entrepreneurs; and  

• Development assistance to women’s rights organisations and institutions. 

Finally, Australia is currently developing a new International Gender Equality Strategy, due 
to launch in 2024, through an extensive consultative process with stakeholders, expert 
roundtables and public submissions. It will apply across our foreign policy, international 



development and humanitarian assistance, trade, security efforts, and consular 
assistance. 

Australia reiterates its commitment to gender equality and the human rights of all women 
and girls, and persons of diverse gender identities. 


