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Madam Chair, Excellencies, Distinguished colleagues,

In response to the question from the moderator at the beginning of the session on the uptake
and use of the Voluntary Guidelines, we would first like to note that CGIAR greatly
appreciated the opportunity to participate in the process of developing the guidelines
themselves.

We are now already using the guidelines as a key input into the development of our new
Science Program on Gender Equality and Social Inclusion for the period 2025-2030. Not
only were the Guidelines useful in shaping program approaches and activities, but they will
be an essential tool in stakeholder dialogues and capacity building at global and country level
as the program pushes for gender empowerment, equality, and opportunity during
implementation.

The program will have a strong focus on the generation of contextualized evidence and
innovation, including the evaluation of interventions and investments and the development of
methods and metrics that we and others can use.

CGIAR is also concerned about the use and impact of its research, so under the program,
CGIAR and its partners will also work to develop the capacities and dialogues needed to
advance the use of gender-empowering and socially inclusive approaches in research,

policies, and programs, where the Guidelines will also prove useful.

Thank you very much.

Delivered by James Garrett, October 24, 2024, Rome.



