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Excellencies, Colleagues, 

I am honored to present Canada’s statements at CFS52, reaffirming our commitment to advancing 
gender equality as a vital pathway toward enhancing food and nutrition security. 

Agriculture and food systems are central to Canada’s Feminist International Assistance Policy, promoting 
women’s rights, inclusive growth, and climate action. In many regions, women constitute a larger share 
of the agri-food workforce than men. Empowering women and closing gender gaps are critical steps 
toward achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 

Canada welcomed the FAO’s landmark report on the Status of Women in Agrifood Systems, which 
provided valuable insights into gender equality progress and challenges. We were honored to host the 
Canadian launch in April 2023 with Parliamentary Secretary Anita Vandenbeld and FAO’s Deputy Director 
General Beth Bechdol, highlighting these issues. 

At CFS, Canada played a key role in negotiating the Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality. We are 
proud to provide financial support for their implementation, recognizing that effective national action is 
crucial for translating policy into tangible benefits for communities. 

To address the pressing challenges in agriculture, rural development, and food insecurity, we must unite 
in a global call to action that prioritizes the vital roles of women. By reducing gender disparities in 
productivity and wages, we can tackle systemic inequalities and ensure that all communities thrive. 
Empowering women is not just a matter of justice; it is a strategic necessity for achieving food security 
and enhancing resilience within our food systems. 

Canada is committed to leading this transformative journey, focusing on inclusive policies that enhance 
women’s participation and contributions to food and nutrition security. Let us pledge to take decisive 
action in promoting international cooperation and collaboration, ensuring a more resilient and equitable 
future for all. 

Thank you. 

 

 

 


