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Statement on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States

52nd Committee on World Food
Security (21-25 October 2022)

Item IX: Forum on the uptake of the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Gender

Equality and Women’s and Girls’ Empowerment

Madam Chair,
. Iam honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 27 Member States.
. Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Iceland, Monaco, Norway and San Marino and

Serbia align themselves with this statement.

. We thank the esteemed panelists for the in-depth discussion and ideas on how to
promote and use the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and
Girls’ Empowerment in the Context of Food Security and Nutrition.

. The endorsement of the gender guidelines by all CFS members a year ago was a major
achievement. It demonstrated a strong commitment to advancing the gender equality
agenda. These efforts are key to securing human rights and the right to adequate food,
to achieving food security and nutrition and to fulfilling the SDGs and Agenda 2030.
Unfortunately, however, we are not on track to meet these ambitions.

. While progress has been made in some areas, recent reports (such as the SDG gender
index and the UN gender snapshot for 2024) paint a bleak picture of the situation:
nearly 40% of countries stagnated or moved backwards on gender equality between
2019 and 2022 and not a single indicator under SDGS5 on gender equality has been fully
achieved. When it comes to food insecurity and malnutrition, we know that many more
women are affected than men. At the same time, promoting the rights and
empowerment of women and girls is one of the most effective ways in which to
improve food security and nutrition for all - not only for women and girls themselves,

but for their families and for populations as a whole.
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This is why the CFS voluntary guidelines are so valuable. They are an important tool
to help not only governments but also other stakeholders to improve gender equality
and women’s and girls’ empowerment at national, regional and global levels, in the
context of food security and nutrition. We therefore very much welcome this forum as
an excellent opportunity to explore ideas on uptake and to mobilise further commitment
by all stakeholders.

We, the EU and its Member States, consider gender equality and empowering women
and girls a top priority. We have been involved in developing these guidelines from the
very beginning — and will continue our efforts to promote and use these guidelines in
our policies and programmes, together with our partners.

These guidelines can help us tackle the root causes, and social and structural elements
of gender inequalities. Such inequalities include multiple and intersecting forms of
discrimination, social norms, as well as sexual and gender-based violence and the lack
of access to sexual and reproductive health-care services, resources, knowledge,
education, economic opportunities and decision-making.

The EU, together with the FAO, WFP and IFAD, is already working to tackle such
underlying causes though the Joint Programme on Gender Transformative Approaches
for Food Security and Nutrition. We call on the Rome-based agencies to strengthen
their actions in favour of gender equality and to make full use of these guidelines within
their Joint Programme and beyond.

We look forward to engaging constructively with all CFS Members and stakeholders
to implement the guidelines. We need everybody’s commitment to succeed, along with
adequate resources and technical support.

We are celebrating this week with the Voluntary Guidelines on the Right to Adequate
Food in mind, which have a clear link to gender equality. We hope that the gender
guidelines will receive a similar level of attention and that we can come back in 10

years, and even before that, to celebrate their success in a more equal world.

Thank you, Madam Chair
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