Thank you for this excellent discussion and for the opportunity to share our experience on

behalf of Germany.

The Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and Girl’'s Empowerment are a

timely milestone in promoting the rights of women and girls in agriculture and food systems.

Therefore, Germany was happy to host a side event on Tuesday together with Switzerland,

CSIPM and PSM on strengthening women’s agency in agriculture and food systems.

We strive to counteract women’s underrepresentation in agricultural businesses in

Germany:

The Landwirtschaftliche Rentenbank, our development agency for agribusiness and rural
areas, established a coaching program for female farm successors and start-ups in
agriculture and forestry and also offers special promotional loans. We are currently planning
a pilot project in which predominantly female trainees can take their own steps as

businnesswomen on a successful farm.

With the feminist development and agriculture policy, global gender equality is a priority for
Germany. We focus on three levers: We aim, firstly, to strengthen womens’ rights like the
right to own and inherit land, secondly, to enhance their access to resources like agricultural
finances or extension services and, thirdly, to improve women’s representation in political

arenas like ministries and other decision-making bodies.

We are establishing a community of practice with international partners from implementing

agencies and civil society to foster the uptake of the Voluntary Guidelines.

Under our bilateral trust fund, Germany supports a sub-project with the FAO’s Gender Unit.
This project is coordinated by the CFS Secretariat and aims at increasing regional actors’

commitment to the implementation, visibility and knowledge of the Voluntary Guidelines.

A sub-regional awareness-raising workshop on the Voluntary Guidelines in East Africa will
serve as a lever for multi-stakeholder dialogue and commitment in the selected countries
and the sub-region. Communication materials for the dissemination and use of the

guidelines will be produced, including short videos that are tailored to the audience.



