
 

  
 

 

52nd Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) – Forum on the Uptake of 
the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and Girls’ Empowerment 

in the Context of Food Security and Nutrition 

JOINT STATEMENT OF THE ROME-BASED AGENCIES (FAO, IFAD, WFP) 

24 October 2024, 10.00 – 13.00 CET 

 

Distinguished Chair, Excellencies and Delegates, Dear Colleagues, 

It is my pleasure to deliver this statement on behalf of the Rome-based agencies – FAO, 
IFAD, and WFP. 

Gender equality and women’s and girls’ empowerment are key to unlocking food security 
and nutrition and advancing basic human rights for all. By adopting the CFS Voluntary 
Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and Girls’ Empowerment in the Context of 
Food Security and Nutrition last year, the global community recognized the unique 
contributions made by women and girls in food systems everywhere. 

The Voluntary Guidelines acknowledge the disparities that hinder women and girls’ 
access to resources and services, such as access to finance; natural and productive 
resources; technologies; decent work and social protection, equal opportunities to 
education and training; exercising their voice, agency and decision-making. They offer 
practical guidance to policymakers, development practitioners, civil society organizations 
and the private sector to advance women’s and girls’ socio-economic empowerment and 
leadership in food systems. 

This groundbreaking instrument acknowledges the different forms of violence and 
oppression that impact women’s and girls’ lives every day, particularly in conflicts, 
humanitarian crises, and times of climatic shocks. It also underscores the intersecting 
forms of discrimination, such as age, ethnicity, Indigeneity, disability and migration status 
that shape women’s and girls’ diverse experiences and require our actions to be truly 
equitable. 

Today, as Rome-based agencies, we stand united and renew our commitment to close 
gender gaps in food security and nutrition, including by addressing discriminatory social 
and gender norms and unequal power dynamics that perpetuate cycles of poverty and 
exclusion, in line with the Guidelines. 

We will also continue advocating for increased investment in empowering all women and 
girls to realize the human right to food, including through better quality financing and 
partnerships mobilized by our joint programmes and initiatives like the Commit to Grow 
Equality initiative. 
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Jointly, we will strengthen our efforts to provide Member States with technical assistance, 
capacity development, awareness raising and knowledge sharing to ensure uptake of the 
Guidelines. From 2025, we will implement activities that include, among others, 
developing an e-learning course; producing a learning guide with civil society 
organisations; delivering national events and learning programmes and promoting 
successful approaches and methodologies that address the root causes of inequalities 
and foster women’s and girls’ empowerment on the ground.  

The Rome-based agencies will do this in collaboration with different countries to support 
the integration of gender equality into their national food security agendas. 

We commend the CFS and its Members for their continued leadership towards achieving 
women’s and girls’ empowerment, and we strongly encourage more countries to commit 
to implementing and supporting the Guidelines. 

We call upon all governments and constituencies to adopt and translate the Voluntary 
Guidelines into reality without delay. By working together, we can accelerate progress in 
gender equality to create more just and inclusive food systems that work for all. 


