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DIALOGUE ON STRENGTHENING THE IMPACT OF  

CFS POLICY PRODUCTS – CONCEPT NOTE 

 

Strengthening the uptake of CFS policy products is a collective responsibility that requires joint efforts 

and close collaboration and coordination between different relevant stakeholders. 

This is a point that is clearly indicated in the Action Plan endorsed by the Committee at CFS 52 which 

presents a roadmap with actions for different stakeholders that are responsible for promoting the use of 

CFS policy products. 

The development and endorsement of the Action Plan is an example of the renewed interest and attention 

devoted in recent years to the uptake of CFS policy products and to the need to promote collaboration and 

synergies for the development of uptake strategies and activities. 

As part of these efforts, the session on Strengthening the Impact of CFS Policy Products that is planned at 

CFS 53 is intended to shed light on the work of different stakeholders and set the stage for a discussion on 

past and ongoing uptake experiences, to discuss ideas for future uptake strategies and activities as well as 

to identify potential areas of collaboration and possible synergies. 

 

 

The session at CFS 53 will be informed by the outcomes of the dialogue on CFS uptake that took place in 

June 2025 which brought together different CFS stakeholders who presented their uptake activities, 
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shared progress and challenges encountered and discussed ways to improve the uptake of CFS policy 

products.  

Among the main findings of the dialogue, the following points are relevant for the discussion at CFS 53: 

• The uptake of CFS policy products is already happening across many regions leading to tangible 

results which need to be better documented and disseminated; 

• Collective efforts and collaboration between relevant stakeholders and institutions, aligning CFS 

uptake efforts with relevant global initiatives, is key for a successful impact of CFS policy 

products; 

• Participatory processes for uptake activities at country level are essential to ensure that the needs 

of all relevant stakeholders, including vulnerable populations, are taken into account; 

• Time and resources need to be invested to promote the use and application of CFS policy 

products and their adaptation to national and local contexts. Mobilization of sufficient financial 

resources is needed to support uptake activities and the efforts carried out by different 

stakeholders aimed at translating CFS policy products into concrete actions at country level; 

• Concerted and sustainable political commitment is a key factor for successful uptake experiences 

at all levels; 

• Progress on uptake needs to be systematically monitored and evaluated to ensure learning from 

best practices. In line with the indications provided in the Action Plan, discussions should take 

place towards the identification of possible ways to link the CFS monitoring mechanism with 

other existing initiatives. 

 

CFS UPTAKE AS A COLLECTIVE RESPONSIBILITY: STRENGTHENING LINKAGES WITH 

RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS 

The CFS dialogue on uptake represented an opportunity to highlight, once again, the key role of different 

stakeholders in promoting the use of CFS policy products. In line with the main elements of the Action 

Plan, the importance of strengthening linkages and synergies with relevant initiatives and actors as a way 

to promote CFS uptake was clearly pointed out. 

CFS members have primary responsibility for promoting the use and application of CFS policy products, 

but support is needed from all stakeholders as part of a collective effort. Partnerships have to be 

implemented to promote the interaction between CFS and relevant actors at regional and national levels 

leading to joint actions for the translation of the global normative frameworks of CFS into actionable 

national policies, programmes and strategies. 

For example, at national level, efforts could be undertaken to more effectively engage parliamentarians 

and their networks that represent catalysts of effective legislation and public policies in agriculture, food 

security and nutrition. 

A key role is played by UN agencies, and in particular by the Rome-based Agencies, through the 

technical, capacity building and institutional support that they provide to countries. In this context, future 

actions should look at involving additional highly relevant actors within the UN system, such as UN 

Resident Coordinators and UN Country Teams, and at how CFS policy products can be used to inform 

their work. 

https://www.fao.org/cfs/workstreams/uptake-of-cfs-policy-products/dialogue-strengthening-cfs-policy-products/en/
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At the same time, an important role can be played by initiatives such as the Global Alliance against 

Hunger and Poverty and its policy basket, and the UN Food Systems Coordination Hub through the 

development of the national food systems transformation pathways, to promote the integration of CFS 

policy products into legislation, technical programmes and policy frameworks, contributing to increased 

policy coherence at country level and across global initiatives with common objectives. 

 

FORMAT AND OBJECTIVES OF THE SESSION 

The session will be introduced by the CFS Chairperson, H.E. Nosipho Nausca-Jean Jezile, who will then 

give the floor to selected panelists who will provide an overview of the roles and responsibilities of 

different CFS stakeholders in promoting the use of CFS policy products. 

This will be an opportunity to hear and share views on actions to promote the development of effective 

uptake strategies and activities, to create enabling environments at national level with empowered 

stakeholders, inclusive institutions and enhanced policy and legal frameworks and, last but not least, to 

mainstream CFS policy products in the context of international initiatives and fora. 

Following the interventions from the podium, CFS stakeholders will be invited to interact with members 

of the panel and share views on the basis of the following guiding questions:  

• In view of the agreed Action Plan and the proposed follow-up actions, which activities should be 

prioritized with a view to fostering the uptake of CFS policy products and creating enabling 

environments at national level?  

• With which initiatives and stakeholders should synergies and collaboration be promoted or 

strengthened in view of possible joint actions for a more effective uptake of CFS policy products? 

• Which activities should be implemented to mainstream CFS policy products in the context of 

relevant international fora as a way to raise their visibility and awareness among a wider 

audience?  

• Which opportunities can be explored, and which synergies can be established to mobilize 

resources to support the implementation of CFS policy products? 

More information on the format and roll-out of this session is provided in the Guide to CFS 53 (CFS 

2025/53/Inf.2). 


