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I. Background1 

1. In April 2016, the United Nations (UN) General Assembly adopted resolution 70/2592 

proclaiming 2016–2025 as the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition (“Nutrition Decade”). This had 

been recommended at the Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2), co-hosted in 

November 2014 by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) and the 

World Health Organization (WHO). The ICN2 adopted the Rome Declaration on Nutrition3 and its 

companion Framework for Action4. 

 

2. The Nutrition Decade provides all stakeholders with a time-bound opportunity to strengthen joint 

efforts and to stimulate the effective translation of the ICN2 commitments and recommendations 

into concrete nationally-determined policies and programmes, in support of achieving the World 

Health Assembly (WHA) global nutrition and diet-related noncommunicable diseases (NCDs) 

targets in furtherance of progress towards Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 2- Zero Hunger 

and 3- Good Health and Well-Being, and several other SDGs.5 

 

3. The UN General Assembly mandated FAO and WHO to: (i) co-lead the implementation of the 

Decade, in collaboration with the International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD), the 

United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) and the World Food Programme (WFP); 

(ii) cooperatively develop a work programme for the Nutrition Decade, using coordination 

 
1 This document is authored by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations and the World Health 

Organization. 
2 https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/259. 
3 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/3992f1da-6392-4050-ad09-431e489eacfb/content. 
4 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/0123fb43-de6a-4649-b4c4-9148eabcd7f6/content. 
5 https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/d16ff3c4-503b-4221-9282-407f669e7a01. 

http://www.fao.org/
https://undocs.org/A/RES/70/259
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/3992f1da-6392-4050-ad09-431e489eacfb/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/0123fb43-de6a-4649-b4c4-9148eabcd7f6/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/items/d16ff3c4-503b-4221-9282-407f669e7a01
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mechanisms such as UN-Nutrition6 and the Committee on World Food Security (CFS), in 

consultation with other international and regional organizations and platforms; and (iii) produce 

biennial reports on the implementation of the Nutrition Decade. 

 

4. At its 43rd Plenary Session held in October 2016, CFS in its role to promote and scale up its 

nutrition workstream endorsed a framework to step up its contribution to the global fight against 

malnutrition in all its forms, serving as an intergovernmental and multi-stakeholder global forum 

on nutrition, in line with its mandate.7 

 

5. The Nutrition Decade’s Work Programme8 was developed with the contribution of CFS 

stakeholders and has six action areas, namely: 

 

a) sustainable, resilient food systems for healthy diets; 

b) aligned health systems providing universal coverage of essential nutrition actions; 

c) social protection and nutrition education; 

d) trade and investment for improved nutrition; 

e) safe and supportive environments for nutrition at all ages; and 

f) strengthened governance and accountability for nutrition. 

 

6. In October 2018, CFS reaffirmed its decision to expand its nutrition work, providing a platform 

for global coordination and policy coherence and convergence on nutrition, in accordance with the 

Nutrition Decade’s Work Programme. CFS mandated its Open-ended Working Group on 

Nutrition to develop Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition (VGFSyN).9 

 

7. In February 2021 CFS endorsed the VGFSyN, contributing to the Nutrition Decade and 

supporting countries and their partners in operationalizing the related ICN2 recommendations.10 

The VGFSyN presents a set of 105 recommendations to enable the access to and consumption of 

healthy diets in order to prevent all forms of malnutrition through sustainable food systems. The 

VGFSyN aim to promote policy coherence and reduce policy fragmentation between sectors 

relevant to food systems and nutrition like health, agriculture, education, environment, gender, 

social protection, trade and employment. 

 

8. The Nutrition Decade provides modalities of country engagement such as Action Networks. 

Examples are The Global Action Network on Sustainable Food from the Oceans and Inland 

Waters for Food Security and Nutrition that is led by Norway11 and the Regional Action Network 

for the Americas on Sustainable School Feeding that is led by Brazil12. The concept of the 

Nutrition Decade’s country-led action networks is also reflected in the 2021 UN Food systems 

Summit (UNFSS) Coalitions.13 

 

9. Country commitments for action are key to the Nutrition Decade’s support in leveraging 

government policy development, investments and nutrition actions on the ground. High-level 

commitments on ICN2 recommendations, including financing, made by governments through the 

Nutrition for Growth Summits (N4G) in Milan, Tokyo and Paris (convened in 2017, 2021 and 

 
6 In follow-up of ICN2 recommendation 7, UN-Nutrition was established in 2020 as the result of the merger of UNSCN and 

the UN Network for Scaling Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement, to become the UN inter-agency coordination and collaboration 

mechanism for nutrition at both global and country level - www.unnutrition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-04-SG-letter-

to-CEB-on-UN-Nutrition-EOSG-2020-065261.pdf.  
7 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/e2cfbb8a-eb74-49df-8c9e-995d682a93cc/content. 
8 http://www.un.org/nutrition/sites/www.un.org.nutrition/files/general/pdf/work_programme_nutrition_decade.pdf. 
9 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a9d49a0c-2433-4bb9-a154-46794e0b9ea4/content. 
10 www.fao.org/cfs/vgfsn. 
11https://nettsteder.regjeringen.no/foodfromtheocean/. 
12 https://redraes.org/en/the-raes. 
13 www.unfoodsystemshub.org/food-systems-coalitions/a-global-action-agenda-to-advance-nature-positive-innovation/en. 

http://www.unnutrition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-04-SG-letter-to-CEB-on-UN-Nutrition-EOSG-2020-065261.pdf
http://www.unnutrition.org/wp-content/uploads/2020-12-04-SG-letter-to-CEB-on-UN-Nutrition-EOSG-2020-065261.pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/e2cfbb8a-eb74-49df-8c9e-995d682a93cc/content
http://www.un.org/nutrition/sites/www.un.org.nutrition/files/general/pdf/work_programme_nutrition_decade.pdf
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/a9d49a0c-2433-4bb9-a154-46794e0b9ea4/content
http://www.fao.org/cfs/vgfsn
https://nettsteder.regjeringen.no/foodfromtheocean/
https://redraes.org/en/the-raes
http://www.unfoodsystemshub.org/food-systems-coalitions/a-global-action-agenda-to-advance-nature-positive-innovation/en
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2025, respectively14), or other existing platforms are important contributions towards achieving 

the aims of the Nutrition Decade. 

 

10. The N4G Summits are a series of high-level global gatherings aimed at tackling malnutrition in all 

its forms and aligning efforts with the SDGs, particularly SDG 2. These summits are often hosted 

by countries organizing the Olympic Games, symbolizing a shared commitment to health, 

resilience, and human potential. The initiative began in 2013. In 2021, Japan hosted the Tokyo 

N4G Summit, which emphasized the integration of food, health, and social protection systems, 

resulting in 396 commitments from 181 stakeholders across 78 countries and over USD 27 billion 

in financial contributions. The Paris N4G Summit 2025, organized by France, was crucial to 

sustain political momentum and garner both financial and political commitments to accelerate 

nutrition actions at all levels towards achieving the global nutrition targets and the SDGs. This 

Summit mobilized close to USD 28 billion in nutrition funding and over 400 commitments were 

registered on the Nutrition Accountability Framework platform15. 

 

11. Fora are used for sharing knowledge, recognizing successes, voicing challenges and promoting 

collaboration for improved nutrition, such as through the formal FAO and WHO Governing 

Bodies16, the UN General Assembly and its side events, the CFS Plenary Sessions and its side 

events, the World Public Health Nutrition Association 2024 Congress17 (theme: “Questioning 

solutions: has the Decade of Nutrition delivered?”), the Rome Nutrition Week that was held in 

May 202518 and many more. 

 

12. The joint FAO/WHO Secretariat submitted progress reports on the implementation of the 

Nutrition Decade to CFS in 201719, 201920, 202121 and 202322. The last report of the UN 

Secretary-General was released in April 2024.23 

 

13. UN General Assembly resolution 77/28524 emphasized the need to “maintain political momentum 

to scale up nutrition action in the context of the follow-up to the United Nations Food Systems 

Summit and to promote coordination between ongoing processes, including the work of the 

Committee on World Food Security, the coalitions, commitments and national pathways 

emanating from the 2021 UNFSS, and the work programme of the Decade”. 

 

14. Through UN General Assembly resolution 79/276,25 an extension of the Nutrition Decade until 

2030 was endorsed, in order to align it with the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and 

maintain the political momentum to ending malnutrition in all its forms by 2030. 

 

15. The Nutrition Decade has been pivotal in putting the spotlight on nutrition at the highest political 

levels through its regular reporting to the UN General Assembly and the Governing Bodies of 

FAO and WHO as well as engaging the CFS. Key achievements include the widespread adoption 

of national nutrition strategies by over 100 countries, targeting issues such as child stunting, 

wasting, anaemia in women, and exclusive breastfeeding.26 However, challenges have also 

hindered progress. It was envisaged that the Nutrition Decade would be an inclusive umbrella for 

 
14 https://nutritionforgrowth.org/. 
15 https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/naf/. 
16 The FAO Conference or FAO Council and World Health Assembly. 
17 https://wphna.org/our-conferences. 
18 www.unnutrition.org/events/rome-nutrition-week-2025. 
19 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/f9dcf77f-f6a6-4273-8b59-06ef3287d2d9/content. 
20 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/1f507397-2ebf-4b29-92cb-d08c5f4cd354/content. 
21 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/82d02904-26e3-403e-b704-c15db200a1e1/content. 
22 https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/28cc3c21-f926-4b70-a445-07b33f1f2b32/content. 
23 https://undocs.org/en/A/78/865. 
24 https://undocs.org/A/RES/77/285. 
25 https://undocs.org/A/RES/79/276. 
26 https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB152/B152_24-en.pdf. 

https://nutritionforgrowth.org/
https://globalnutritionreport.org/resources/naf/
https://wphna.org/our-conferences
http://www.unnutrition.org/events/rome-nutrition-week-2025
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/f9dcf77f-f6a6-4273-8b59-06ef3287d2d9/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/1f507397-2ebf-4b29-92cb-d08c5f4cd354/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/82d02904-26e3-403e-b704-c15db200a1e1/content
https://openknowledge.fao.org/server/api/core/bitstreams/28cc3c21-f926-4b70-a445-07b33f1f2b32/content
https://undocs.org/en/A/78/865
https://undocs.org/A/RES/77/285
https://undocs.org/A/RES/79/276
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB152/B152_24-en.pdf
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all relevant stakeholders to consolidate, align and reinforce nutrition actions across different 

sectors. This concept was not, however, perceived by several groups of stakeholders; as it was 

merely seen as a UN initiative. It has been a challenge to revert this perception. 

 

16. Further key information on the Nutrition Decade is available on its website.27 

 

II. Maintaining momentum and political commitment for nutrition 

17. The foresight of Member States sponsoring the UN General Assembly resolution 70/259 in 2016 

to proclaim the Nutrition Decade for the period 2016–2025 has proven to be indispensable in 

guiding global efforts towards advancing towards improved nutrition outcomes and fostering 

cross-sectoral collaboration to address the complex challenges of all forms of malnutrition. 

 

18. Several relevant processes that did not exist at the initiation of the Nutrition Decade now present 

opportunities to keep momentum for the acceleration of nutrition action, such as the N4G Summits 

and the UN Food Systems Summit Stocktaking Moments as well as other commitment-making 

mechanisms. 

 

19. Despite the increased global attention to nutrition, healthy diets, agrifood systems transformation 

and the relation with human and planetary health, however, the world is not on track to meet its 

commitments to end hunger and malnutrition in all its forms by 2030. 

 

20. The extension of the Nutrition Decade, along with the extension of more ambitious global 

nutrition targets to 2030 and the addition of process indicators, through a resolution adopted by the 

WHA in May 202528, sends a strong signal that the promise of good nutrition for driving 

sustainable development can still be realized. 

 

21. Instead of merely prolonging existing targets, this WHA resolution emphasizes a comprehensive 

approach by intensifying the integration of essential nutrition interventions across all sectors. It 

also prioritizes strengthening the skills of health-care professionals and implementing fiscal 

strategies, such as taxing sugar-sweetened beverages. The updated 2030 timeline is aligned with 

the SDGs, offering countries the flexibility to address new and evolving challenges—like climate 

change, economic instability, food price surges, and internal displacement—that significantly 

affect nutritional outcomes. The extension of the global nutrition targets to 2030 provides a moral 

compass and an opportunity to accelerate efforts and mobilize resources towards achieving 

comprehensive and sustainable solutions. 

 

22. Resolution 1989/8429 of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) on international 

decades provides that the implementation of a decade’s programme of work should be appraised at 

the mid-point and at the end of the decade. 

 

23. Marking the tenth year of the Nutrition Decade, the year 2025 is being used by the joint 

FAO/WHO Secretariat of the Nutrition Decade to seek inputs from various stakeholders on the 

direction and focus of the Nutrition Decade until 2030, including on the integration of nutrition in 

the post-2030 agenda, to identify and plan for processes to maintain momentum and political 

commitment for nutrition during and beyond the end of the Nutrition Decade. The feedback 

collected during the various informal dialogues will be incorporated in the next report of the 

UN Secretary-General that is due in 2026. 

 

 
27 www.un.org/nutrition. 
28 https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_(37)-en.pdf; www.who.int/news/item/23-05-2025-seventy-eighth-

world-health-assembly---daily-update--23-may-2025. 
29 https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/75597/files/E_RES_1989_84-EN.pdf. 

http://www.un.org/nutrition
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_(37)-en.pdf;%20www.who.int/news/item/23-05-2025-seventy-eighth-world-health-assembly---daily-update--23-may-2025
https://apps.who.int/gb/ebwha/pdf_files/EB156/B156_(37)-en.pdf;%20www.who.int/news/item/23-05-2025-seventy-eighth-world-health-assembly---daily-update--23-may-2025
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/75597/files/E_RES_1989_84-EN.pdf
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24. The CFS 53 plenary session is one of the opportunities identified for such dialogue as it is an 

excellent platform to hear from a wide range of nutrition stakeholders (e.g. governments, UN 

agencies, civil society and non-governmental organizations, international agricultural research 

institutions, international and regional financial institutions, and private sector associations and 

philanthropic foundations). 

 

25. CFS Members and CFS Participants are invited to share their plans on how to maintain 

momentum and political commitment for nutrition until and beyond 2030 and their ideas on how 

the Nutrition Decade can be used more effectively as an umbrella for all relevant stakeholders 

working on food and nutrition-related programmes and initiatives to consolidate and align actions 

across different sectors. 

 

26. Specifically, the CFS 53 plenary session will be used to reflect on: 

 

• Whether the Nutrition Decade has contributed to advancing the global nutrition agenda and 

to elevating nutrition as a priority at high-level global events from 2016 to 2025; 

• Whether in the current context, the Nutrition Decade has a distinct role to play in supporting 

efforts to maintain political momentum for nutrition action; and  

• Which potential synergies and areas of collaboration can be strengthened in order to promote 

the use of the VGFSyN at country level. 

 

 


