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GUIDE TO CFS 53 

Introduction 
 
Welcome to the Fifty-third Plenary Session of the Committee on World Food Security (CFS 53), taking 
place between 20 and 24 October 2025 in a hybrid format in Rome, Italy. 

The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) was established in 1974, and reformed in 2009, with the 
vision to be the foremost inclusive international and intergovernmental platform of the United Nations 
(UN) system for promoting food security and nutrition for all. Using a multi-stakeholder and inclusive 
approach, CFS Members and stakeholders develop and endorse policy recommendations and guidance 
on a wide range of topics relevant to food security and nutrition, aiming towards the progressive 
realization of the right to food. 
 
Plenary Session Overview 
 
The Plenary will begin with opening statements by UN high-level representatives followed by the 
presentation of the Report “The State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) 2025”, a 
panel discussion comprising regional perspectives, the presentation of the CFS summary reports on 
Collaborative Governance as well as of the CFS High Level Forum on Climate, Biodiversity and the 
Right to Food. Two parallel satellite sessions will be held during lunchtime with the objective of 
stimulating interactive dialogues on existing and potential partnerships between CFS and relevant 
international initiatives and on how to make the best use of the CFS multistakeholder platform and its 
evidence-based policy products to promote food security and nutrition. While these sessions will not be 
part of the CFS 53 Provisional Agenda, their outcomes will be reported back to the Plenary by 
Rapporteurs identified within the CFS Membership.  
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The Satellite Sessions (Background Information included in Annex 1 to this Guide) will be 
characterized by an interactive format and focus on the following topics:  

• Satellite Session 1 - Promoting responsible governance of tenure: the role of the CFS Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests (CFS 
VGGT) in the context of the Second International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development (ICCARD+20); 

• Satellite Session 2 - Keeping food security and nutrition high on the global agenda: the role of 
CFS and its policy products in the context of the Global Alliance against Hunger and Poverty, 
G20 and G7. 

During its 53rd Session, the Committee is expected to endorse its Policy Recommendations on 
Strengthening Urban and Peri-urban Food Systems to Achieve Food Security and Nutrition in the 
context of Urbanization and Rural Transformation as well as the Mid-Term Review of the CFS 2024-
2027 Multi-Year Programme of Work (MYPoW). 

The Plenary will host a High-Level Forum dedicated to responsible investment and financing for food 
security and nutrition, while another session will be dedicated to discuss and share views on the High 
Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (HLPE-FSN) Report on Building Resilient Food 
Systems. 

Additionally, the Plenary will include a discussion on progress, challenges and ways to improve the use 
of CFS policy products as well as a stocktaking session to monitor the use and application of the CFS 
Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises (CFS-FFA). The Committee 
will also elect the new CFS Chairperson, the members of the Bureau and their alternates.  

All Members and Participants are encouraged to reflect, in their interventions, the CFS 2024–2027 
MYPoW cross-cutting focus areas: enhancing equity and inclusiveness in agriculture and food systems, 
with specific attention to women, youth, Indigenous Peoples and vulnerable groups; fostering the 
resilience of agriculture and food systems to shocks and stresses; promoting agriculture and food 
systems actions that protect the planet; and strengthening means of implementation and collaborative 
action for food security and nutrition. 

CFS 53 Logistics 
 
Dates and format: Monday, 20 October to Friday 24 October 2025. Both the CFS Plenary and side 
events are held in hybrid format. See Note on Side Events for more details. 

Morning Plenary: 20 October (9.00 – 12.00); 21-24 October (10.00 – 13.00), Rome time. 

Afternoon Plenary: 15.00 – 18.00. 

Evening Plenary Sessions: Monday, 20 October 18.00 – 21.00. 

Drafting Committee: Thursday, 23 October at 18.00 and Friday, 24 October from 8.30 to 9.45. 

Hosting: CFS 53 will be organized in a hybrid format with selected high-level speakers, Members and 
Participants attending in person at FAO headquarters in Rome, and with other participants joining 
virtually via Zoom. The Plenary Sessions will also be available via webcast. 

Participation and languages: CFS 53 is open to all CFS Members, Participants and Observers. Its 
formal Plenary Sessions will be conducted in all FAO official languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, 
French, Russian and Spanish). 
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Timekeeping and high-level participation: CFS Plenary Sessions provide the opportunity for 
meaningful dialogue and interaction among stakeholders, including the space for delegation heads to 
present their formal statement to the open Plenary Session, or submit it in writing if they prefer. 
Delegates are asked to keep their interventions succinct (three minutes or less; up to five minutes if 
presented by a Minister or constituency Delegation Head or on behalf of a Regional Group) and relevant 
to the item under discussion. Lengthy formal statements are not foreseen, but presentations longer than 
the granted time can be shared electronically with the CFS Secretariat and posted on its website. A 
traffic light system will be in place to help delegates stay within the allocated time.  

All delegates are requested to email their statements to CFS@fao.org, at least one hour before the 
session, so they can be shared with the interpreters for interpretation in FAO’s six official languages, 
and to be posted in the Statements section of the CFS 53 webpage (in their original language). In the 
event that a Member delegation will include senior-level participation such as a Minister, Vice-Minister, 
State Secretary (or equivalent), they should inform the CFS Secretariat so that Delegation Head be given 
priority protocol consideration on the Speakers’ list. 

Registration for Member and Non-Member States: Diplomatic Representatives designated to attend 
the CFS 53 must register online using their protected password reserved for FAO Permanent 
Representatives at https://www.fao.org/members-gateway/home/en/. 

Instructions for online registration can be downloaded from the FAO Members’ Gateway. 

Registration for other Stakeholders: Participants and Observers designated to attend CFS 53 should 
send an email to CFS53-Registration@fao.org indicating names, last names, organization, official title, 
address, and email address. Registered participants will receive a message detailing how to access FAO 
premises or to join virtually. 

Enquiries: Please contact the CFS Secretariat at CFS@fao.org. 

More information: Please visit the CFS 53 webpage where the latest news, documents and updates will 
be posted. 

  

mailto:CFS@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/members-gateway/home/en/
mailto:CFS53-Registration@fao.org
mailto:CFS@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/cfs/cfs-governance/cfs53/en/
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I. ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS (for information and for decision) 

The Membership of the Committee will be confirmed, the CFS 53 Provisional Agenda and Timetable 
adopted, and the Drafting Committee appointed. Furthermore, the Committee will be asked to consider 
and endorse the document outlining the modalities for the preparation of the CFS 53 Final Report. 

Background documents: 

• CFS 53 Provisional Agenda 
• CFS 53 Provisional Timetable  
• Guide to CFS 53 (this document) 
• Membership 
• Guide to the preparation of the CFS 53 Final Report 

II. THE STATE OF FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE WORLD 2025 - 
STRENGTHENING COORDINATION AND COLLABORATIVE ACTIONS  

(for information and discussion) 

The session will include: 

a) Opening statements by the following or their delegates (which will be posted on the CFS 53 
Session document webpage): 

• The UN Secretary-General; 

• The Director-General, Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO); 

• The President, International Fund for Agricultural Development (IFAD); 

• The Executive Director, World Food Programme (WFP); 

• The President of the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA); 

• The President of the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC); 

• The Chairperson of the High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition 
(HLPE-FSN); 

• The CFS Chairperson. 

b) Presentation of the State of Food Security and Nutrition in the World (SOFI) Report 2025 by 
Mr Máximo Torero, Chief Economist, FAO; 

c) The SOFI Report 2025: Panel discussion on regional perspectives moderated by Ms Luz María 
de Regil, Director, Nutrition and Food Safety, World Health Organization (WHO): 

− H.E. Marilyn Giuseppina Di Luca Santaella, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of 
the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela;  

− Mr Toby Parker, Chargé d’Affaires, Alternate Permanent Representative of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to FAO; 

− Mr Devesh Chaturvedi, Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare, India; 

− Ms Ibtihal Khreesha, Deputy Permanent Representative of Jordan to FAO; 

− Ms Evelyne Heyi, Head of Agricultural and Multilateral Relations, Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock Development, Kenya; 

− Ms Souad Mahmoud, World March of Women - CFS Civil Society and Indigenous 
Peoples’ Mechanism (CSIPM); 
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− Ms Ruchi Tripathi, Director, Climate and Nature, Global Alliance for the Future of 
Food - CFS Philanthropic Foundations Mechanism (PFM); 

− Mr Ramiro Costa, Chief Economist, Buenos Aires Grains Exchange, Argentina - CFS 
Private Sector Mechanism (PSM). 
 

d) Presentation of the CFS summary report on Collaborative Governance for coordinated policy 
responses to emerging global food crises towards sustainable agriculture and food systems 
transformation; 

e) Presentation of the CFS summary report of the CFS High-Level Forum on Tackling Climate 
Change, Biodiversity Loss and Land Degradation through the Right to Food and presentations 
by the Rio Convention Secretariats on opportunities for Members to engage in relevant 
processes of the Conventions (tbc); 

f) Presentation of the outcomes of the satellite sessions on strengthening CFS partnerships with 
relevant international initiatives to promote food security and nutrition. 

g) Delegates’ statements on strengthening coordination and collaborative actions for food security 
and nutrition. 

Background documents: 

• Strengthening coordination and collaborative actions – SOFI 2025 – Draft Conclusions; 
• The SOFI 2025 Report; 
• CFS summary report on Collaborative Governance for coordinated policy responses to 

emerging global food crises towards sustainable agriculture and food systems transformation; 
• Summary of the CFS High-Level Forum on Tackling Climate Change, Biodiversity Loss and 

Land Degradation through the Right to Food; 
• Background note by the HLPE-FSN for the CFS High-Level Forum on Tackling Climate 

Change, Biodiversity Loss and Land Degradation through the Right to Food. 

III. HIGH-LEVEL FORUM ON STRENGTHENING RESPONSIBLE INVESTMENT AND 
FINANCING FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION (for information and discussion) 

The High-Level Forum will represent an opportunity to discuss the current state of investments and 
financing for food security and nutrition, including cost estimates as well as identifying potential 
solutions for increasing the amount of investments and financing for food security and nutrition. The 
Forum will invite High-Level Representatives of Member States and key CFS stakeholders to: 

• identify solutions for improving investment and financing for food security and nutrition, 
considering both the mobilization of additional resources as well as a better use of existing 
resources; and 

• draw and reflect on the outcomes of the various events taking place prior to the Plenary in 2025, 
such as the 4th UN Conference on Financing for Development in Sevilla and the UN Food 
Systems Summit + 4 Stocktaking Moment in Addis Ababa as well as the Collaborative 
Governance Dialogue on financing for food security and nutrition. 

Furthermore, the Session provides an opportunity for Member States and stakeholders to present and 
raise awareness about good practice examples, share their experiences and discuss challenges related to 
the implementation of specific financing solutions and policies. 
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As such, the High-Level Forum will contribute to: 

• increasing awareness and visibility for the importance of innovative solutions to increase and 
improve the effectiveness of investment and financing for food security and nutrition;  

• fostering mobilization of additional financial resources for food security and nutrition; and 

• identifying key actions for the CFS in fostering collaboration among stakeholders and 
coordinating policies. 

The High-Level Forum will be informed by a HLPE-FSN Background Note on the topic. 

Session Rollout: 

a) Introductory remarks by H.E. Nosipho Nausca-Jean Jezile, Ambassador of South Africa and 
CFS Chairperson; 

b) Moderated panel discussion about perspectives on what has been achieved in terms of 
investment and financing for food security and nutrition in 2025, next steps and the role of the 
CFS: 

− Ms Akiko Suwa-Eisemann, Chairperson, HLPE-FSN; 

− Mr Navid Hanif, Assistant Secretary-General, Economic Development, UN Department 
of Economic and Social Affairs (UN-DESA); 

− Ms Afshan Khan, Assistant Secretary-General, United Nations and Coordinator, Scaling 
Up Nutrition (SUN) Movement; 

− Mr Anthony James Woodhill, Lead Global Foresight4Food Initiative, University of 
Oxford and Senior Advisor, Global Donor Platform for Rural Development - 
Moderator.  

c) Moderated panel discussion about innovative solutions and policy responses for responsible 
investment and financing for food security and nutrition: 

− H.E. Odette Polo épse Pandzou, Minister for Agriculture, Livestock and Sustainable 
Development, Gabon (tbc); 

− H.E. Devesh Chaturvedi, Secretary, Department of Agriculture and Farmers Welfare, 
India; 

− Ms Lucia Albano, Under Secretary of State, Ministry of Finance, Italy; 

− Mr Paul Garaycochea, Deputy Director General, Director, Sustainable Supply Chains, 
Agricultural and Food Systems, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (BMZ), The Federal Republic of Germany (tbc); 

− Ms Federica Diamanti, Associate Vice President, External Relations, IFAD; 

− Mr Domenico Nardelli, Treasurer, Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank; 

− Mr Rajesh Singh, Director, Procurement and Sustainability, Africa Improved Foods 
(Holding) B.V., PSM Representative; 

− Mr Afantchawo Koudasse, President, ROPPA’s Youth College and CSIPM 
Representative; 

− Mr Anthony James Woodhill, Lead Global Foresight4Food Initiative, University of 
Oxford and Senior Advisor, Global Donor Platform for Rural Development - 
Moderator.  
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d) Delegates are invited to interact with members of the panel and share views on the basis of the 
following guiding questions: 

• In view of the 4th UN Conference on Financing for Development in Sevilla and the UN 
Food Systems Summit + 4 Stocktaking Moment in Addis Ababa, which relevant outcomes 
should be prioritized to mobilize additional financial resources for food security and 
nutrition? 

• How can the international community contribute to closing the existing gap in financing for 
food security and nutrition and promoting responsible investment, and which solutions are 
more relevant at the national level? 

• How can the CFS contribute to identifying viable solutions among key stakeholders and 
institutions to improve financing for food security, nutrition, and strengthening responsible 
investments? 

At the end of the session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary. 

Background documents: 

• High-Level Forum on Strengthening responsible investment and financing for food security and 
nutrition – Draft Conclusions; 

• High-Level Forum on Strengthening responsible investment and financing for food security and 
nutrition – Concept Note; 

• HLPE-FSN Background Note on Strengthening responsible investment and financing for food 
security and nutrition. 

IV. PROMOTING FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION ACROSS THE RURAL-URBAN 
CONTINUUM: ENDORSEMENT AND UPTAKE OF THE CFS POLICY 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON STRENGTHENING URBAN AND PERI-URBAN FOOD 
SYSTEMS TO ACHIEVE FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN THE CONTEXT OF 

URBANIZATION AND RURAL TRANSFORMATION (for decision) 

Following the release of a dedicated report by CFS HLPE-FSN in 2024, and multi-stakeholder 
consultations and negotiations in 2025, during this session the Committee is expected to endorse the 
CFS Policy Recommendations on “Strengthening Urban and Peri-Urban Food Systems to Achieve 
Food Security and Nutrition, in the context of Urbanization and Rural Transformation”. 

The Session will also represent an opportunity for CFS stakeholders to share ideas and proposals on 
how to promote dissemination, use and application of the policy recommendations at all levels to 
strengthen urban and peri-urban food systems, including interrelated systems, while adopting a rural -
urban continuum lens. 

Session Rollout: 

a) Presentation of the final draft of the policy recommendations by Mr Jujjavarapu Balaji, 
Alternate Permanent Representative of India to FAO, IFAD, and WFP, Rapporteur of the CFS 
policy convergence process on Strengthening Urban and Peri-Urban Food Systems; 

b) Endorsement of the policy recommendations; 

c) Keynote remarks by Ms Anna Scavuzzo, Vice Mayor of Milan, Italy (Milan Urban Food Policy 
Pact); 

d) Interventions from the floor. 
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At the end of the Session, a draft decision will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary. 

Background documents: 

• CFS Policy Recommendations on Strengthening Urban and Peri-urban Food Systems to 
Achieve Food Security and Nutrition in the context of Urbanization and Rural Transformation; 

• CFS Policy Recommendations on Strengthening Urban and Peri-urban Food Systems to 
Achieve Food Security and Nutrition in the context of Urbanization and Rural Transformation – 
Draft Decision. 

V. BUILDING RESILIENT FOOD SYSTEMS FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION 
(for discussion) 

Following the launch of the CFS HLPE-FSN Report on Building Resilient Food Systems in September, 
this agenda item will mark the beginning of the CFS policy convergence process on this thematic area. 
The objectives of this session are to provide the CFS plenary with an opportunity to discuss the relevant 
policy findings of the HLPE-FSN report and give guidance on the issues to be addressed in the 
development of CFS Policy Recommendations on this topic. 

Session Rollout: 

This agenda item will be divided into two parts: 

a) CFS HLPE-FSN report presentation: Drafting Team Leader, Ms Alison Blay-Palmer, will 
present an overview of the main findings and recommendations of the CFS HLPE-FSN Report, 
focusing on implications for the upcoming CFS policy convergence process; 

b) Delegates’ discussion on the findings of the report. Delegates are encouraged to share their 
views on the basis of the following guiding questions: 

• What are the priority policy areas to be addressed by the CFS policy convergence process in 
the context of enhancing the resilience of food systems? 

• What lessons can be learned from past global crises that should inform the CFS Policy 
Recommendations? 

• How can CFS build upon relevant initiatives and experiences on building resilient food 
systems? 

At the end of the Session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary. 

Background documents: 

• Building Resilient Food Systems – Draft Conclusions; 
• HLPE-FSN Report (2025) on Building Resilient Food Systems. 

VI. STRENGTHENING THE IMPACT OF CFS POLICY PRODUCTS  
(for information and discussion) 

CFS develops policy products on a wide range of food security and nutrition-related topics, using a 
multistakeholder and evidence-based approach. Following their endorsement at global level, it is key to 
promote collective efforts to strengthen the impact of these policy products facilitating their integration 
into national and regional legislation, technical programmes as well as into policy frameworks.  

The promotion of the use of CFS policy products is a collective responsibility that requires joint efforts 
and close collaboration between all relevant stakeholders at global, regional, national and local levels.  
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To facilitate these efforts, the Committee at its 52nd Plenary Session held in 2024 endorsed an Action 
Plan to Strengthen the Uptake of CFS Policy Products. This Action Plan is intended to provide a 
roadmap with actions for different CFS stakeholders that are responsible and accountable for promoting 
the uptake of CFS policy products. 

The Action Plan recommends, among other things, the dedication of regular agenda items during CFS 
plenaries to discuss progress, challenges and ways to improve the use of CFS policy products at all 
levels.  

This session is intended to shed light on the work of different stakeholders and set the stage for a 
discussion on past and ongoing uptake experiences, to discuss ideas for future uptake strategies and 
activities as well as potential areas of collaboration and possible synergies, in light of the role of 
different key actors in the promotion of the use of CFS policy products at all levels.  

Session Rollout: 

a) Introductory remarks by H.E. Nosipho Nausca-Jean Jezile, Ambassador of South Africa and 
CFS Chairperson; 

b) Panel discussion on the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders in promoting the use 
of CFS policy products: 

- Ms Amina Mohammed, UN Deputy Secretary-General (video message); 

- H.E Siti Rozaimeriyanty Dato Haji Abdul Rahman, Secretary General, ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly, AIPA, (video message); 

- Mr Benjamin Davis, Director, Rural Transformation and Gender Equality Division, FAO; 

- Ms Elisabetta Gotor, Principal Scientist and Program Leader, Alliance of Bioversity 
International and CIAT. 

c) Delegates are invited to interact with Members of the panel and share views on the basis of the 
following guiding questions: 

• In view of the agreed Action Plan and the proposed follow-up actions, which activities 
should be prioritized with a view to fostering the uptake of CFS policy products and 
creating enabling environments at national level? 

• Which initiatives and stakeholders should be engaged to promote or strengthen synergies 
and collaboration, with a view to enabling joint actions for more effective uptake of CFS 
policy products? 

• Which activities should be implemented to mainstream CFS policy products in the context 
of relevant international fora as a way to raise their visibility and awareness among a wider 
audience? 

• Which opportunities can be explored, and which synergies can be established to mobilize 
resources to support the implementation of CFS policy products? 

At the end of the Session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary.  

Background documents: 

• Strengthening the impact of CFS policy products – Draft Conclusions; 
• Dialogue on Strengthening the impact of CFS policy products – Concept Note; 
• Follow-up to the Action Plan to Strengthen the uptake of CFS policy products. 
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VII. CFS STRATEGIC DIRECTION TOWARDS 2030 (for decision) 

CFS Members will be asked to consider and endorse the Mid-Term Review of the CFS 2024-2027 
MYPoW, which will complement the annual update of the rolling section, as prepared by the Bureau in 
consultation with the Advisory Group. 

Ms Erma Rheindrayani, Alternate Permanent Representative of Indonesia and Rapporteur for the review 
process, will introduce the document, followed by interventions by CFS stakeholders. 

At the end of the Session, a draft decision will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary. 

Background documents: 

• CFS MYPoW 2024-2027 Mid Term Review – with Draft Decision; 
• CFS Annual Progress Report 2025; 
• CFS Communication Strategy; 
• CFS Resource Mobilization Strategy. 

VIII. GLOBAL THEMATIC EVENT ON CONFLICTS AND FOOD SECURITY AND 
NUTRITION: ADVANCING THE UPTAKE OF THE CFS FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 

FOR FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION IN PROTRACTED CRISES  
(for information and discussion) 

Food insecurity and malnutrition are the most serious and common manifestations of protracted crises, 
which disrupt both livelihoods and food systems.  Each protracted crisis, whether prolonged or 
recurrent, is different, but include some combination of conflict, occupation, terrorism, man-made and 
natural disasters, natural resource pressures, climate change, inequalities, prevalence of poverty, and 
governance factors as underlying causes of food insecurity and undernutrition. These affect key 
dimensions of food security - availability, access, stability, and utilization - and the nutritional status of 
a significant number of people, and overstretch local, national and international capacities and 
resources, demanding policies and actions that are more effective, efficient, and take into account the 
three dimensions of sustainable development - economic, social, and environmental. 

In line with the 2024-2027 MYPoW, a Global Thematic Event (GTE) on conflicts and food security and 
nutrition will be held at CFS 53 to advance the uptake of the CFS-FFA and monitor progress in its use 
and application. This event will also mark the 10th anniversary of the framework’s endorsement. 

The eleven interconnected and complementary Principles of the CFS-FFA strive to strengthen policy 
coherence in line with the progressive realization of the right to adequate food in the context of national 
food security, by fostering coordination of policies and actions taken in the fields of humanitarian 
assistance, development and human rights. 

The event is informed by the documented experiences and good practices of a broad range of 
stakeholders in the use and application of these principles and will enable a multi-stakeholder dialogue 
that will contribute to monitoring progress in implementing the CFS-FFA at national, regional and 
global levels. 

Session rollout: 

a) Introductory remarks by H.E. Nosipho Nausca-Jean Jezile, Ambassador of South Africa and 
CFS Chairperson; 

b) Keynote presentation by Ms Valerie Guarnieri, Assistant Executive Director, WFP; 

Panel discussion moderated by Mr Connor Elliot, Senior Emergency and Rehabilitation Officer, 
Team Leader, Global Network Against Food Crises Team at FAO, who will outline experiences 
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that embed the CFS-FFA Principles with special attention to the challenges met, the results 
obtained and the good practices. The panel will be structured in two segments:  

Segment 1: Interventions and experiences shared by High-Level country representatives from: 

− H.E. Vernet Joseph, Minister for Agriculture, Natural Resources and Rural 
Development, Haiti; 

− H.E. Ali Hajji Adam Aboubakar, Minister for Health and Human Services, Somalia; 

− H. E. Salem Abdullah Al-Socatri, Minister for Agriculture, Irrigation and Fish Wealth, 
Yemen; and 

− Mr Michael Fakhri, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food. 

Segment 2: An interactive discussion to share reflections from communities affected by 
protracted crises as well as panelists’ assessment of the impact of the Principles of the CFS-FFA 
on the ground.  Speakers will represent various CFS stakeholder groups including:  

− Ms Rasha Omar, Country Director for Djibouti, Somalia and Sudan; Near East, North 
Africa and Europe Division, IFAD; 

− Mr Jose Lopez, Global Manager, Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC); 

− Mr Giap Minh Bui, Principal Natural Resources and Agriculture Specialist, Asian 
Development Bank; 

− Ms Azra Sayeed, Executive Director, Roots for Equity, CSIPM Representative;   

− Rajesh Singh, Director, Procurement and Sustainability, Africa Improved Foods 
(Holding) B.V., PSM Representative; 

− Ms Nana Yohari, Youth Leader, Democratic Republic of the Congo, SUN Movement. 

c) Delegates are invited to interact with Members of the panel and share views based on the 
following guiding questions: 

• In the context of its 10th anniversary, how were the CFS-FFA Principles used in your 
particular context to meet the needs of all affected and at-risk populations and people living 
in vulnerable situations. Are these principles still relevant today? 

• What are the good practices as well as the main constraints and challenges in using the 
principles of the CFS-FFA for improving food security and nutrition in protracted crises? 

• What more could CFS do to improve the uptake and operationalization of these guidelines 
and align with other relevant global processes to support stakeholders to better address food 
security in protracted crises? 

At the end of the session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary. 

Background documents: 

• Global Thematic Event on the CFS Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in 
Protracted Crises– Draft Conclusions; 

• CFS Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises; 
• Monitoring the use and application of the CFS Framework for Action for Food Security and 

Nutrition in Protracted Crises – Secretariat’s analysis of the contributions received to inform the 
Global Thematic Event. 
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IX. FOSTERING MOMENTUM AND POLITICAL COMMITMENT FOR NUTRITION: 
ACCELERATING ACTION TOWARDS 2030 AND BEYOND  

(for information and discussion) 

The Second International Conference on Nutrition (ICN2), co-hosted in November 2014 by FAO and 
WHO, was a high-level intergovernmental conference that focused global attention on malnutrition in 
all its forms and aimed to move nutrition issues higher up in the development agenda. As recommended 
at ICN2, the UN General Assembly proclaimed 2016–2025 as the UN Decade of Action on Nutrition 
(“Nutrition Decade”) in April 2016. At that time, the Nutrition Decade marked a new ambition and 
direction in global nutrition action to accelerate the implementation of the ICN2 commitments, achieve 
the global nutrition and diet-related non-communicable diseases targets by 2025, and contribute to the 
realization of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030. In 2016, CFS agreed to allocate time 
every two years in its annual session to discuss progress in implementing ICN2 policies and actions 
relevant to CFS. 

The Nutrition Decade provided modalities of engagement for sharing knowledge, recognizing 
successes, voicing challenges and promoting collaboration for improved nutrition. Significant progress 
has been made and changed since the declaration of the Nutrition Decade, including the endorsement of 
the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition in 2021.  

These Voluntary Guidelines are intended to support countries and others to develop multi-sectoral 
national policies, laws, programmes and investment plans for healthy diets through sustainable agrifood 
systems. They provide guidance on policies and interventions to address malnutrition in all its forms 
through a holistic ‘agrifood systems’ lens that considers agrifood systems in their totality and looks at 
the multidimensional causes of malnutrition. The Voluntary Guidelines aim to promote policy 
coherence and reduce policy fragmentation between sectors relevant to agrifood systems and nutrition 
like health, agriculture, education, environment, gender, social protection, trade and employment. 

Marking its tenth year, the joint FAO/WHO Secretariat of the Nutrition Decade is using the year 2025 to 
convene various dialogues with stakeholders to reflect on global progress achieved and identify 
opportunities to foster momentum and political commitment for nutrition at the global level and urge 
more nutrition actions towards 2030 and beyond. This aligns with the objectives of the recent Nutrition 
for Growth (N4G) Summit, held in Paris in March 2025, which aimed to accelerate progress by 
mobilizing multistakeholder financial, policy, and programmatic commitments to combat malnutrition 
in all its forms. Over 400 commitments were registered on the Nutrition Accountability Framework 
platform, signaling a renewed commitment to multilateralism and reinforcing our collective dedication 
to advancing global nutrition. 

At the heart of these global efforts, CFS continues to play a critical role in promoting policy coherence 
and preventing fragmentation across the wide range of international initiatives addressing hunger, food 
insecurity and malnutrition in all its forms. In this context, CFS actively contributed to the N4G Summit 
in Paris by co-organizing a High-Level Thematic Event and advocating for the uptake and 
implementation of key policy tools — such as the Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition 
and the Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises — by governments 
and other relevant stakeholders. 

In this context, this Session at CFS 53 will be used to host an informal dialogue with CFS stakeholders. 

Session Rollout:  

a) Presentation by Ms Lynette Neufeld, Director, Food and Nutrition Division, FAO and Ms Luz 
María de Regil, Director, Department of Nutrition and Food Safety, WHO; 

b) Presentation on the Nutrition for Growth Summit, the role of CFS and its Voluntary Guidelines 
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on Food Systems and Nutrition by H.E. Tanguy Stehelin, Ambassador, Permanent 
Representative of France to the United Nations in Rome; 

c) Presentation on the Global Compact on Nutrition Integration, the role of CFS and its Voluntary 
Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition by Mr Toby Parker, Chargé d’Affaires, Alternate 
Permanent Representation of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland to 
FAO;  

d) Delegates are invited to share views based on the following guiding questions: 

• In your opinion, has the Nutrition Decade helped advance the global nutrition agenda and put 
the spotlight on nutrition at global high-level events from 2016 to 2025? 

• In the current context, is there a role for the Nutrition Decade to support efforts to maintain 
political momentum for nutrition action?  Which potential synergies and areas of collaboration 
can be strengthened in order to promote the use of the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food 
Systems and Nutrition at country level? 

At the end of the Session, draft conclusions will be presented for discussion and endorsement by the 
Plenary.  

Background documents: 

• Fostering momentum and commitment for nutrition: accelerating action towards 2030 and 
beyond – Draft Conclusions; 

• Fostering momentum and commitment for nutrition: accelerating action towards 2030 and 
beyond – Concept Note; 

• CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition. 

X. OTHER MATTERS (for decision) 

During this item, a new Chairperson will be elected and new Bureau Members and their Alternates will 
be presented for decision. Arrangements for the CFS 54 Plenary Session in October 2026 will be 
discussed. The CFS 53 Final Report, as presented by the Chairperson of the Drafting Committee, will 
also be adopted (electronic copies of the draft Final Report will be made available during the early 
afternoon of Friday, 24 October 2025). 

Background documents: 

• Election of the CFS Chairperson. 
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NOTE ON SIDE EVENTS 

 

CFS Members, Participants and all stakeholders participating at CFS 53 are invited to attend the side 
events taking place during the CFS 53 Plenary week. The allocated time slots for CFS 53 side events 
are: 

Tuesday, 21 October - Thursday, 23 October 2025: 

- 08.30-09.45 
- 13.30-14.45 

Friday, 24 October 2025: 

- 08.30-09.45 
- 11.45-13.00 
- 13.30-14.45 

CFS 53 will host an exhibition in the FAO atrium aimed at facilitating networking and interactions 
among the CFS 53 Participants, with an occasion for a networking coffee on Friday, 24 October from 
10.00 to 11.30. 

The primary purpose of CFS 53 side events is to enrich and complement the Plenary Session by aligning 
with the MYPoW 2024-2027 and highlight relevant work and activities that can showcase, document or 
propose the use and application of CFS policy products. 

Side events are selected by the CFS Chairperson with the support of the CFS Secretariat among the 
applications received by the deadline. The organizers have been informed of the ongoing selection 
process and the CFS Secretariat is supporting the planning and scheduling as appropriate. 

A full schedule of all side events will be made available on the CFS 53 website.  

https://www.fao.org/cfs/cfs-governance/cfs53/en/
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ANNEX 1 

SATELLITE SESSIONS ON STRENGTHENING CFS PARTNERSHIPS WITH RELEVANT 
INITIATIVES TO PROMOTE FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION –  

BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

 

SATELLITE SESSION 1 – PROMOTING RESPONSIBLE GOVERNANCE OF TENURE: THE 
ROLE OF THE CFS VOLUNTARY GUIDELINES ON THE RESPONSIBLE GOVERNANCE 
OF TENURE OF LAND, FISHERIES AND FORESTS (CFS VGGT) IN THE CONTEXT OF 

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE ON AGRARIAN REFORM AND RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT (ICCARD+20) 

Background 
 
The first FAO International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural Development (ICARRD), hosted 
by Brazil in 2006 marked a historic milestone in advancing international understanding and dialogue on 
access to land and its role in the fight against hunger, rural poverty, and sustainable rural development.  

Since 2006, global recognition of tenure security as a foundation for poverty reduction, food security, 
and sustainable development has advanced significantly. Key milestones include the adoption of a global 
consensus framework by the Committee on World Food Security (CFS) through the Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of 
National Food Security (CFS-VGGT) in 2012, the integration of land rights into the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the implementation of data initiatives which have helped improve 
visibility and monitoring of land tenure issues. These developments reflect a shift toward more inclusive, 
rights-based and data-informed approaches to governance of tenure. 

However, progress has been uneven and many of the structural challenges identified in 2006—such as land 
concentration, gender inequality in land rights, and limited legal recognition of customary and communal 
tenure—remain unresolved. In addition, climate change, conflict and commercial pressures have 
intensified competition over land and natural resources, while the absence of a coordinated global follow-
up to ICARRD has contributed to fragmented efforts.                                                                                    

Twenty years later, Colombia will host a second International Conference on Agrarian Reform and Rural 
Development (ICARRD+20) in February 2026 to renew international commitment, assess gaps and chart 
a more coherent, accountable and inclusive path forward.  

Objectives 
 
This panel discussion aims at advancing  preparations for ICARRD+20 by providing a space for reflection 
and exchange on the different ways in which the implementation of the CFS-VGGTs has led to real impact 
on the ground, including through: the empowerment of stakeholders in actively engaging in tenure-related 
decision-making processes; the establishment of inclusive multistakeholder platforms; the promotion of 
political engagement and sustained political dialogue at national and local level; and the incorporation of 
the CFS-VGGT in national policies, laws and strategies.  

The discussion will also explore how the CFS can contribute to ICARRD+20 and how countries can 
further strengthen and promote the implementation of the (CFS-VGGT) at local, national and regional 
levels. 
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Expected outcomes 
 

• Concrete CFS inputs to ICARRD+20 are identified, aiming at reviewing progress at CFS 55 in 
2027; 

• A Rapporteur’s summary is presented to the 53rd Plenary along with a short text proposal to be 
considered for inclusion in CFS 53 final report.  

Proposed guiding questions 
 

• How did your country integrate the CFS-VGGT into its national policies and what key factors led 
to successful implementation?  
 

• What were the main structural challenges and constraints faced and how could they be 
overcome?  

 
• If ICARRD+20 were to present a roadmap to advance rural development and agrarian reform 

over the next decade, what role would the CFS-VGGT play in shaping and guiding that 
roadmap? 
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SATELLITE SESSION 2 - KEEPING FOOD SECURITY AND NUTRITION HIGH ON THE 
GLOBAL AGENDA: THE ROLE OF CFS AND ITS POLICY PRODUCTS IN THE CONTEXT 

OF THE GLOBAL ALLIANCE AGAINST HUNGER AND POVERTY, G20 AND G7 

Background 
 
The Committee on World Food Security (CFS) has been reformed in 2009 to be “the foremost inclusive 
international and intergovernmental platform for a broad range of committed stakeholders to work 
together in a coordinated manner and in support of country-led processes towards the elimination of 
hunger and ensuring food security and nutrition for all human beings”.  

According to its agreed vision, CFS has the responsibility to be at the forefront in the global fight 
against hunger and malnutrition, constantly raising international attention to food security and nutrition, 
promoting policy convergence and guidance through the development of internationally agreed policy 
instruments, as well as providing a platform for discussion and coordination to strengthen collaborative 
actions among relevant stakeholders. 

However, effective food security and nutrition governance requires integration of what is agreed at the 
global level into regional and national development priorities and strategies. 

In this context, it is of key importance to identify potential opportunities of collaboration and to 
strengthen linkages with relevant ongoing global initiatives on food security and nutrition that present 
complementarities as well as common goals and areas of engagement. 

In 2024, under the Brazilian Presidency of the G20, the Global Alliance against Hunger and Poverty was 
launched. The Alliance has two main objectives. The first is to provide sustained political momentum 
and foster collective action, building synergies with other existing efforts to combat hunger and poverty. 
Furthermore, the Alliance is intended to facilitate and mobilize domestic and international financial 
resources, as well as knowledge, to enable large-scale implementation of public policies.  

In its foundational documents, it is stated that the Global Alliance aims to be an additional avenue to 
implement actions recommended under CFS policy products, and that the Global Alliance will liaise 
with and provide reports and suggestions to CFS, as well as consider CFS’s guidance and inputs, as a 
way to promote effective collaboration and establish a two-way exchange of inputs and feedback. 

Furthermore, the great variety of policy instruments developed in the context of CFS on a wide range of 
food security and nutrition-related topics represent legitimate tools that could be used to inform the 
development of the Policy Basket of the Global Alliance. 

The strong emphasis given by the current G20 South African Presidency to food security and nutrition – 
through a dedicated Food Security Task Force and the Agriculture Working Group – represents another 
important opportunity for relevant collaboration. Similarly, the attention by the G7 to food security and 
nutrition – in particular the G7 Apulia Food Systems Initiative launched in 2024 during the Italian 
Presidency – is an additional point of departure for joint actions and activities. 

More specifically, concrete ideas could be brought to the table on how CFS policy products could be 
used to inform discussions and negotiations of ministerial declarations and statements on matters 
concerning food security and nutrition. 

The focus of this satellite session is to identify possible areas of collaboration between CFS and these 
global initiatives, discuss potential contribution of CFS policy products to the deliberations of these 
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fora, and share views on how the global platform function of CFS could be used to disseminate 
outcomes of these initiatives in the field of food security and nutrition. 

Objectives 
 
The session is expected to identify concrete proposals for future areas of collaboration between CFS and 
other international initiatives, such as the Global Alliance against Hunger and Poverty, with a view to 
strengthening coordinated actions and policies as well as to promoting the use of CFS policy products to 
inform the implementation of national strategies, legislation, policies and programmes. Furthermore, 
discussions could focus on possible ways to use CFS policy products as a way to raise the attention to 
food security and nutrition in the contexts of international strategies and fora, such as the G20 and the 
G7, as well as to promote their inclusion in multilateral negotiations. Lastly, proposals could be 
presented on how to systematically use the CFS platform as a global space for the presentation and 
discussion of outcomes of other relevant global initiatives to promote harmonization and coordination 
between different actors and efforts in the field of food security and nutrition.  
 
Expected outcomes 
 

• Concrete steps for collaborative actions with other international initiatives to promote the use of 
CFS policy products are identified, aiming at reviewing progress at CFS 54 in 2026;  

• A Rapporteur’s summary is presented to the Plenary along with a short text proposal to be 
considered for inclusion in CFS 53 final report as part of item II f). 

Proposed guiding questions 
 

• Which synergies can be created by the Global Alliance against Hunger and Poverty to address 
fragmented approaches to food insecurity and malnutrition, and which specific areas of 
collaboration with CFS can be promoted? 

• Which areas of collaboration can be promoted between CFS and relevant international initiatives, 
such as the G20 and the G7, to keep food security high on the global agenda? 

• How can the convening power of CFS be leveraged to discuss outcomes and results achieved by 
relevant global food security and nutrition initiatives providing a space for discussion and 
coordination? 
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