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Sergiy Zorya is the Global Lead for Public 
Policy and Expenditures at the Global 
Department for Agriculture and Food, the 
World Bank. In his current position, he leads 
a global engagement on repurposing of 
agricultural support. Sergiy joined the World 
Bank in 2005 as a Young Professional. Since 
then, he worked in Africa, East Asia and 
Pacific, and Europe and Central Asia regions, 
and the Agriculture and Rural Development 
anchor. During 2013-2024, Sergiy was in the 
field assignments in Thailand, Vietnam, 
Uzbekistan, and Austria. He holds a master’s 
degree in Agricultural Economics from the 
Agricultural University of Zhytomyr, Ukraine, 
and Ph.D. in Agricultural Economics from the 
Georg-August University of Göttingen, 
Germany. 
 

 
 

 

Daan Schuttenbelt leads the Monitoring, 
Evaluation and Learning at a think- and do- 
tank, Clim-Eat, working towards accelerated 
and positive change to food systems 
transformation. Highly motivated 
development professional with experience 
consultancy, research, project management, 
with a focus on Monitoring & Evaluation, 
Inclusive Growth and Climate Change. A 
graduate of the MSc degree in Development 
Management at the London School of 
Economics and Political Science. 

 

Jacob Christopher Nyirongo graduated 
with a Master of Science Degree in 
Agronomy in 1999 from Bunda College of 
Agriculture, a Constituent College of the 
University of Malawi. He is the Chief 
Executive Officer for Farmers Union of 
Malawi. In his recent past he has worked for 
Farmers Union of Malawi as a Program and 
Policy Director. He has experience working 
on agriculture policy and regulatory reforms. 
He has worked for the Union since 2011. He 
has been a member of Steering and 
Technical Committees of various Malawi 
Government Agriculture Development 
Projects providing policy and technical 
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oversight. He is a member of the Board for 
the Greenbelt Authority, a Malawi 
Government Institution mandated to 
spearhead large scale irrigation investment in 
Malawi. He also chairs the Advisory Board for 
MwAPATA Institute, a local agriculture policy 
think tank. 

 

 
 

Stefanos Fotiou is an expert on environment 
and sustainable development with 30 years 
of experience in the United Nations system, 
private sector and research organisations. He 
currently serves as Director of the Office of 
Sustainable Development Goals in the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of the United 
Nations  
(FAO) as well as Director of the UN Food 
Systems Coordination Hub, an inter-Agency 
unit of the UN established at the request of 
the UN Secretary General. In these roles, 
Stefanos provides strategic leadership  
and oversees coordination mechanism to 
support countries on developing and 
implementing SDGs based agrifood 
transformations. One of his latest 
achievement is leading the successful 
organization of the UN Food Systems 
Summit +2 Stocktaking that was 
characterised by many participants as the 
“UN Assembly for Food  
Systems” 

 
 

Andrew Bovarnick is the Global Head of 
the Food Systems Team at UNDP. 
 
Throughout his career he has been at the 
cutting edge of practical innovation and has 
initiated and directed global initiatives around 
major levers of change in food systems 
focused on deep collaboration, mindset shifts 
and more recently power dynamics.  Andrew 
also participates on several advisory boards 
of sustainability and research programmes. 
 
Since 2010 Andrew has grown UNDP’s 
global support on food and agricultural 
commodity systems, initiating first the Green 
Commodities Programme, then developing 
UNDPs first food systems strategy, 
establishing a global team and now global 
practice. This work is grounded in a decade 
at UNDP focused on nature and protected 
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areas during which Andrew was lead natural 
resource economist. 
 
 
 

 

Dr Rachel Waterhouse has a strong history 
of engagement in land, food systems 
transformation and international 
development. She currently leads the 
Resilient Ocean-Coasts, Water and Land-
Use Systems (ROWLS) team in the Climate 
and Environment division of UK 
Government’s Foreign, Commonwealth and 
Development Office; holding previous 
portfolios on forests, climate resilience and 
human development. Rachel spearheaded 
the ‘Transition to Sustainable Agriculture’ 
campaign for the UK’s COP26 Presidency, 
when she helped design and launch the 
Global Agriculture Policy Dialogue as a peer 
platform for policy-makers to share 
experience and build ambition on policy 
action for sustainable food systems. Before 
moving back to London, Rachel worked 
extensively overseas, particularly in Southern 
Africa. Her doctoral research explored the 
interface between gender and land rights in 
Mozambique.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


