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Nutrition-sensitive value chains (NSVC): 
a common conceptual framework

• Addressing malnutrition requires multi-stakeholder partnerships 
and coordination across sectors

• A nutrition-sensitive approach to value chain development is 
useful to: 
 Unpack the complexity of food systems 
 Identify entry points for policy and investment to contribute to nutrition
 Identify the roles and responsibilities of different stakeholders/ institutions

• RBA Working Group on Food value chains for nutrition (FAO, 
IFAD, WFP, Bioversity and IFPRI) has been established to: 
 Develop a common approach to nutrition-sensitive value chains 
 Promote collaboration at country, HQ and international levels  



Nutrition-sensitive value chains
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Areas of convergence and tensions
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Key messages about 
Nutrition-sensitive value chains

• NSVC framework: practical tool to identify entry points (for policy 
and investments) along the value chain

• NSVC requires going beyond traditional VC approaches 
(commodity and market focused) and traditional approaches to 
nutrition programming (public sector driven)

• NSVC broadens the concept of “value” from a purely economic 
focus, to one which encompasses gender, nutrition, health and 
environmental dimensions

• NSVC requires multi-stakeholder partnerships and integrated 
approaches 



Acknowledgments
• This presentation is a result of team work of Rome-based agencies and CG Centers. 

The list of contributors include, in alphabetical order: 
 FAO: C. Dufour, D. Neven, A. Polo Galante and F. Tartanac
 IFAD: I. de la Peña and J. Garrett (Bioversity / IFPRI)
 WFP: Q. Marshall, D. Ryckembush and C. Sourang

• The presentation was delivered on behalf of the RBA/WG by D.Ryckembush, WFP, I. 
de la Peña, IFAD and F. Tartanac, FAO

Key references
• RBA WG on Sustainable Value chains for nutrition (2016). Inclusive value chains for 

sustainable agriculture and scaled up food security and nutrition outcomes. CFS 43 
Background paper 

• Gelli et al. (2015). Value chains and nutrition. IFPRI Discussion Paper 01413. 
Washington DC: IFPRI 

• De la Peña, Garrett and Gelli (Forthcoming). Nutrition-sensitive value chain from a 
smallholder perspective: A framework for project design. Rome: IFAD

• FAO (2014). Developing Sustainable Food Value Chains – Guiding Principles. Rome: 
FAO. 

Acknowledgments & references



Committee on World Food Security

Special Event 
17th October 2016 - 18.00hrs

Making a difference in food security and nutrition



De
m

an
d

Supply

+

+

-

-

High demand / 
Inconsistent supply

High demand / 
Consistent supply

Demand constraint / 
Inconsistent supply

Demand Constraint/ 
Consistent supply

Strategies per scenario


	Slide Number 1
	Sustainable Food Value Chains for Nutrition: �A common framework
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10

