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Item 1: CFS 45 - Critical and Emerging Issues – Proposal concerning HLPE activities in 2020 

Alternative proposals submitted by the United States of America 

 

Proposal A: Resilience of Market Systems and Risk Management Tools 

TOPIC 

1. Assessing the resilience of agricultural market systems, and their interactions with livelihoods, 

households, communities, agricultural value chains, regional commodity markets, migration and internal 

displacement, and a discussion on how risk management tools and approaches increase the resilience of 

households. 

RATIONALE 

2. The 2018 report on the State of Food Security and Nutrition (SOFI) confirmed that global hunger 

levels rose in large part due to the proliferation of violent conflicts and climate variability and extremes, 

two phenomena that are also among the main drivers of international migration and internal 

displacement. As such, the 2020 HLPE report should focus on the resilience of market systems and their 

susceptibility to external forces.  

3. It is estimated that every $1 invested in resilience and early response over a 15 year period will 

result in nearly $3 in reduced humanitarian spending and avoided asset losses. Understanding which 

combination of interventions have the greatest impacts, is needed to inform investment decision 

making.  Market resilience is also relevant to other global priorities outlined in the 2030 Sustainable 

Development Goals.  

4. In this regard, it is worth considering how risk management tools and approaches contribute to 

mitigate the impact of shocks and increase the resilience. 

PROPOSED SCOPE 

5. To assess the resilience of agricultural market systems, the 2020 HLPE report should focus on 

mapping agricultural markets, which includes the following components:  

a) Facilitating identification of critical aspects of the market system 

b) Inter-dependencies in the market 

c) Access (or lack thereof) to resources for stakeholders 

d) Potential bottlenecks in the market chain 



6. The report should evaluate the impact of shocks (weather shocks; market shocks; health and 

idiosyncratic shocks; and political and institutional shocks) and the risk exposure on household behavior 

as it relates to livelihoods, households, communities, agricultural value chains, regional commodity 

markets, and migration flows/internal displacement.  

 

7. The HLPE is invited to analyze and provide evidence on the different integrated household risk 

management approaches which could promote market resilience, that may contain the following 

components: 

a. Agricultural (crop and livestock) insurance; 

b. Livelihood diversification (across space, time, and sector); 

c. Climate-smart agriculture and improved (shock-tolerant) inputs;   

d. Credit and microfinance;  

e. Savings and remittances. 

OBJECTIVES AND OUTCOMES  

8. The 2020 HLPE report should promote understanding of how shocks can affect the global 

agricultural system and how this has a consequent impact on livelihoods, households, communities, 

agricultural value chains, regional commodity markets, and migration flows/internal displacement.  In 

doing so, the document should provide recommendations on which aspects could be strengthened to 

increase resilience. 

9. The analysis of market responses to conflict and weather-related shocks should succeed in 

accomplishing the following: 

a. When pathways between households and market systems are mapped out, respondents can 

employ market-systems level interventions, rather than direct household level 

interventions. As a result, they can more sustainably increase household resilience by 

emphasizing country-directed development.  

b. The report should also examine the best ways to test new ideas, and should support the 

implementation of locally driven, scalable solutions that empower people to increase their 

individual resilience. 

PROCESS 

10. This HLPE report is not intended to lead directly to a policy convergence process.  Rather, CFS 

stakeholders intend to use this report to better understand resilience and market systems and use it in 

accordance with future MYPoW.  

11. In addition, CFS will discuss this report at the 2020 CFS Plenary session.  Based on the content 

from the report, CFS stakeholders will also seek to use CFS as a platform to increase awareness and 

opportunities on improving resilience. 



Proposal B: Data Collection and Analysis Tools 

TOPIC 

1. For the 2020 HLPE report, the U.S. proposes an exploration of existing and proposed data 

collection tools, country-level ownership and implementation of these methods, and an examination of 

their contributions to Sustainable Development Goal 2 (SDG2). 

RATIONALE 

2. Our global ability to achieve SDG2 – ending hunger, achieving food security and nutrition, and 

promoting sustainable agriculture – is limited without accurate agricultural, food security and nutrition 

data.  An evaluation of existing and proposed data collection methods will enable us to generate 

accurate data.  

3. Furthermore, accurate and compelling data can inform decisions that will spur the agricultural 

growth needed to achieve SDG2.  Accurate data will enable countries to make sound program and policy 

choices.  

4. Investment costs for data collection tools are low, but the potential returns are high, in terms of 

increased agricultural production and improved nutrition.  

5. Closing data gaps enables us to track progress under key international and regional initiatives, 

which will provide countries with the tools to measure national agricultural production and 

sustainability as well as nutrition outcomes.  

6. Each year, $2.9 billion is invested in critical agricultural policy decisions without large-scale and 

recent data, especially in low and middle-income countries.  At the moment, many countries lack the 

systems to implement and generate usable data to inform policy decisions.  

PROPOSED SCOPE 

7. The 2020 HLPE report should focus on conducting a thorough exploration of existing and 

proposed data collection tools, country-level ownership and implementation of these tools, and their 

contributions to SDG2. The scope of this report should be as follows: 

a) Identification of data collection tools, both existing and proposed 

b) Accessibility to data collection tools, especially in low and middle-income countries 

c) The effectiveness of different types of data collection tools and their contributions to SDG2 

d) National ownership and use of data collection tools  

8. The HLPE is invited to analyze and provide evidence on the shortcomings or benefits of different 

data collection tools.   

OBJECTIVES AND EXPECTED OUTCOMES 



9. The 2020 HLPE report should promote understanding of different agricultural, food security and 

nutrition data gathering tools, their usability and effectiveness, and the benefits of each system.  

10. The analysis of data tools should accomplish the following:  

a. When more compelling and accurate data is available, countries can make policy decisions 

that will benefit agricultural production and improve nutrition. As a result, they can more 

sustainably increase national outputs with safer, data-driven methodologies.  

b. The report should also examine the best ways to test new data tools, and should support 

the implementation of more effective information gathering systems worldwide.  

PROCESS  

11. This HLPE report is not intended to lead directly to a policy convergence process.  Rather, it is 

intended to provide a fundamental understanding of data tools, and CFS stakeholders will use this 

analysis as a basis for future discussions.  Data collection is a common tool across all food security and 

nutrition topics, and CFS stakeholders believe this information will help stakeholders better design 

future programs. 

12. In addition, CFS will discuss this report at the 2020 CFS Plenary session.  Based on the content 

from the report, CFS stakeholders will also seek to increase the understanding of data tools and how 

their use can better contribute to increased levels of food security. 

 

 

 

 


