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INFORMATION NOTE:  CHAIR ELECTION  

 

The CFS Secretariat approached the Legal Office on 29 June, at the request of the CFS Bureau, 

for advice regarding the election of the Chairperson of the CFS, and in particular the issue of 

regional rotation mentioned at paragraph 31 of the Reform document (Basic Texts, Volume II, 

Part Q). 

I. The following provisions are relevant in that regard: 

1.           Article III (9) of the FAO Constitution stipulates: 

“9. The Conference shall be assisted by a Committee on World Food Security. (…) Its 

composition and terms of reference shall be governed by rules adopted by the 

Conference.”  

(our underlining) 

2.           Rule XXXIII (11) of the General Rules of the Organization provide that: 

“11. The Committee shall elect a Bureau, including a Chairperson, under such conditions 

as may be established in the Rules of Procedure.” 

(our underlining) 

 

3.            The Rules of Procedure of the Committee on World Food Security, in turn, provide as 

follows:  

Under Rule I 

“Membership of the Committee and Participation in its proceedings shall be in 

accordance with paragraphs 7 to 15 of the CFS Reform Document (…).”  

Under Rule II:   

Para 1 “At the first session of the Committee held after a regular session of the 

Conference, the Committee shall elect a Chairperson and 12 Members which collectively 

shall constitute the Bureau of the Committee. [….]”.  

Para 2 “The Chairperson shall be elected for a period of two years on a rotational basis 

among regions and on the basis of individual qualifications and experience relevant to 

the mandate of CFS. [..]”. 
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Para 4: “Nominations of candidates for the election of the Chairperson shall be made by 

the government of a Member or by its delegate or representative and communicated to 

the CFS Secretary not later than 30 calendar days before the opening date of the session 

of the Committee at which the election of the Chairperson will take place. Any 

nomination reaching the CFS Secretary later shall not be considered as valid. 

Nominations shall include the name of the proposed candidate and details of his/her 

qualifications and experience. […] .” 

4.     The Reform document provides under paragraph 31 that:  

“The Bureau shall be composed of the Chairperson and 12 members, two coming from 

each of the following geographic regions: Africa, Asia, Europe, Latin America and the 

Caribbean, Near East, and one from both North America and Southwest Pacific.1 The CFS 

Chairperson, on a rotational basis among regions, and other members of the Bureau 

shall be elected in CFS Plenary for a term of two years.” 

Footnote 1 mentions: “Model recommended for FAO Finance and Programme 

Committees in the Immediate Plan of Action (IPA) that will be approved by the 

forthcoming session of the Conference. The CFS Chairperson and members will be 

appointed on ad personam basis.” 

 

II. Considerations 

It appears from the hierarchy of rules quoted above that the election of the Chairperson is 

primarily governed by the Rules of Procedure of the CFS. We note that the reference in Rule I to 

specific provisions of the Reform document does not include paragraph 31 thereof, which 

mentions the rotation among regions. 

According to these rules, the Chairperson is elected (i) on the basis of individual qualifications 

and experience relevant to the mandate of CFS. While the Chairperson is preferably elected on 

a rotational basis among regions, this does not imply that a "country" or a “region” is elected. 

Nor does the Chairperson represent a country or a region.   

We note that under Rule II (4) of the Rules of Procedure, nominations are put forward by the 

“government of a Member or by its delegate or representative” and must include “the name of 

the proposed candidate and details of his/her qualifications and experience”. There is no 

reference therein to a region to which this candidate must belong. 
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As is often the case with provisions resulting from compromises among Member Nations which 

allow for different interpretations, past practice can serve as a guide in the interpretation of the 

provisions in question.  Thus, regarding the reference to "rotation" in the Reform document, 

the list of Chairpersons elected since the CFS Reform process in 2009 shows that they were 

respectively from the Philippines (2010 and 2011), Nigeria (2012-2013), the Netherlands (2014-

2015), Sudan (2016-2017), the Dominican Republic (2018-2019) and Thailand (2020-2021). In 

terms of region, this translates as follows: Asia, Africa, Europe, Near East2, Latin America and 

the Caribbean, and Asia.  This list has not, to date, included a representative of either the North 

America or Southwest Pacific regions. 

We understand that prior to 2010, the rotation was between G77 and OECD. Paragraph 31 of 

the Reform document refers to "a rotational basis among regions" without further 

specifications, without assigning any specific order of nomination by a particular region, nor 

does it preclude a Member Nation belonging to any region from presenting a candidate based 

on the Rules of Procedure of the CFS. 

In light of the foregoing, it appears that the qualifications and experience of a candidate are the 

primary consideration for the nomination of a candidate to the chairpersonship of the CFS, 

while the rotation among regions remains a guiding principle which was so far generally 

observed by Member Nations. 

However, the rotation among regions is not set in stone as the applicable rules do not set a 

specific order to implement such alternance. The terms of office of an elected Chairperson is 

limited to two years and there is no mandatory legal provisions preventing a Member Nation to 

nominate a candidate from a region which would derogate from the rotational sequence 

observed since the CFS reform. 

 

 

 

 
2 For Council election purposes Sudan belongs to the Near-East Region. 


