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8 September 2021, 14.00-17.00  
Virtual meeting (Zoom platform) 

 
Work-streams and Activities Updates 

 
***These updates cover the period since the 29 July 2021 CFS Bureau Meeting*** 

 
1. Gender Equality and Women's and Girls’ Empowerment 

Appointment of a co-Chairperson 
Mr Tomás Duncan Jurado, Permanent Representative of Panama to FAO, WFP and IFAD, 
expressed interest in co-chairing the consultation process for the preparation of the CFS 
Voluntary Guidelines on Gender Equality and Women’s and Girls Empowerment In the 
context of Food Security and Nutrition together with Ms Tanja Grén, Permanent 
Representative-Designate of Finland to FAO, WFP and IFAD. The Bureau is requested to 
endorse the appointment of Mr Jurado as co-Chairperson.   
 
Regional Consultations 
Dates for all regional consultations for the preparation of the Voluntary Guidelines have now 
been confirmed. The consultations will consist of presentations and plenary discussions, 
framed by the Zero Draft of the Guidelines, during two half-days in each region between 
September - November 2021 as follows: 

• Latin America and the Caribbean: 21-22 September 

• Europe and Central Asia: 27-28 September  

• Africa: 21-22 October 

• Near East and North Africa: 27-28 October 

• Asia and the Pacific: 3-4 November  

• North America: 15-16 November 
 
More information on the regional consultations is available on the dedicated webpage of the 
CFS website. 
 

2. Agroecological and other Innovative Approaches for Sustainable Agriculture and 
Food Systems that Enhance Food Security and Nutrition 

Following intense negotiations and Friends of the Rapporteur meetings under the leadership 
of Mr. Yaya Olaniran of Nigeria, the CFS Policy Recommendations (PRs) on Agroecological 
and other innovative approaches for sustainable agriculture and food systems that enhance 
food security and nutrition were endorsed at CFS48 on 4 June 2021. 
 
Follow-up plans and activities – including a tailored communications strategy for the 
promotion of uptake and utilization of the PRs -  are underway in close collaboration with 
the Technical Focal Points (FAO, WFP, IFAD and Alliance Bioversity-CIAT). 

http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2021/gender/CFS_GEWE_Zero_Draft_final_EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/cfs/workingspace/workstreams/gender/regional-consultations
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3. Monitoring  

Global Thematic Event at CFS 50 in October 2022 on the Principles for Responsible 
Investment in Agriculture and Food Systems (CFS-RAI) 
A public call for inputs on experiences using CFS-RAI was issued early September 2021, and 
will remain open until 15 April 2022. The inputs received will be summarized by the CFS 
Secretariat into a session document made available for delegates at CFS 50, and will serve to 
inform a substantive debate on this topic. 
 
A request was sent to the Advisory Group in July to nominate, by 27 August 2021, a technical 
expert with knowledge and expertise on issues relevant to CFS-RAI in order to set up a 
Technical Task Team (TTT) to support preparation for the GTE.  A first meeting of the TTT in 
envisaged within September. 
 

4. CFS 49 
The Forty-ninth Session of CFS (CFS 49) will be held from 11 to 14 October 2021. Among 
other items, the session will focus on the 2021 State of Food Security and Nutrition report, 
uptake of the CFS Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems and Nutrition, the CFS Multi-Year 
Programme of Work, and other ongoing CFS workstreams and priorities. The provisional 
agenda and other relevant documents are available on the CFS 49 webpage. While the 
current plan is to host the Plenary virtually, the Secretariat, in liaison with FAO, is exploring 
the feasibility and desirability of possibly organizing a hybrid format (with a select number of 
delegates participating physically with the rest joining via Zoom). 
 
Election of the CFS Chairperson 
A new CFS Chair will be elected at CFS 49 based upon the CFS Rules of Procedure. A note has 
been sent to Regional Group Chairs and CFS Bureau Members, seeking nominations.  These  
should reach the CFS Secretary (cfs@fao.org) by no later than Friday, 10 September 2021.  
 
Drafting Committee 
Bureau Members, through their regional groups, are respectfully requested to nominate 
members of the CFS 49 Drafting Committee, as well as the Chairperson of this Committee. 
 
Side Events 
To enrich and complement the CFS 49 Plenary Session, and to give CFS partners and other 
stakeholders an opportunity to highlight their work linked to CFS, 12 virtual side events are 
planned over the four days – 3 per day, in parallel over the lunch breaks.  The side events 
will be selected by the CFS Chairperson from among applications received before the 
deadline, and will be organized individually by selected CFS stakeholders.  Each virtual side 
event will be allocated a ninety-minute slot. 
 
Deadline to submit applications was extended from Monday 23 August 2021 to Tuesday 31 
August 2021 following requests from a number of our partners who needed more time to 
complete their applications in light of summer vacations. More information about the side 
events and how to apply is available on the CFS 49 webpage. 
 
 

http://www.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs49/en/
http://www.fao.org/cfs/plenary/cfs49/en/
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5. Chairperson’s Outreach Activities 
CFS Chair participated in numerous public events and meetings to advance knowledge of 
CFS, its multi-stakeholder model, and its policy products. Some of these engagements 
included:  

• 26 July:  Participation in the CFS session at the UNFSS pre-Summit 
on Multilateral Policy Convergence for Food Systems Transformation: CFS and its 
Voluntary Guidelines on Food Systems & Nutrition; 

• 27 July: Participation in the UNFSS pre-Summit to discuss approaches to follow-up 
and review of outcomes, as to maintain momentum, support on-going/future 
national actions, coalitions, collective learning, and foster continuing impact. 

• 25 August: Spoke as a panellist at the event “Global soil governance: Status and 
future perspectives”. 

• 26 August:  Delivered a keynote on the impacts of COVID-19 on food security and 
nutrition’ at the 6th Food Safety and Zoonoses Symposium 2021.  

 
In addition, Chair continued to represent the CFS in the Advisory Committee of the UNFSS 
and in the meetings of the Champions’ Group. He also facilitated a second meeting between 
CSM and the UN Deputy Secretary General 
 

6. HLPE Updates 
Bureau and Advisory Group members are encouraged to indicate to the CFS Secretariat 
potential youth organizations and/or representatives active on issues related to agriculture 
and food systems and that could therefore be invited to CFS 49, in particular for the official 
presentation of HLPE Report #16: “Promoting youth engagement and employment in 
agriculture and food systems” , launched on 5 July 2021. 
 
COVID-19 Issues Paper 
The updated issues paper is currently being translated in all FAO official languages and will 
be presented at CFS 49. In addition, an information document  - with focus on the variety of 
COVID-19 situations around the world - will be produced based on results of a survey 
conducted in EN, ES and FR. 
 

7. Communications and Outreach 
The Secretariat continues to drive the positioning of CFS and its products through multiple 
channels including:  supporting the staging of events; production, dissemination and 
amplification of content and messages on multiple channels such as the website and social 
media; consistent branding of CFS products and processes, and; engagement with partners 
and stakeholders.  
 
Revamped Website Analytics 
Since its launch end of March 2021, the revamped website has been viewed 68,804 times by 
18,760 unique users. Close to 63% of these users were new visitors meaning that the 
website is increasingly becoming the source of information about CFS especially for new 
people that may not have been previously familiar with the Committee.  
 
 
 

https://forms.office.com/r/pLzcmk4BGf
https://forms.office.com/r/sA3eRNrEWg
https://forms.office.com/r/0SPBwBWYnm
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Twitter Outreach and Engagement 
The Secretariat stepped up engagement on @UN_CFS Twitter account continues to yield 
impressive results. From 1 January 2021 till 31 July 2021, 307 tweets were published on this 
account, generating 699,210 impressions with 12,956 engagements. Compared to the same 
period in 2020, this presents a 432% increase in overall tweets and a 303% increase in 
impressions. In the same period in 2021, the account gained 1,247 followers. This presents a 
12.8% increase in followers since 1 January 2021, amounting to a total of 12,419 followers as 
of 31 July 2021. 
 
 
 
 

 


