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Workstreams and Activities Updates

***These updates cover the period since the Bureau and Advisory Group meetings held on 18
March***

1. Strengthening urban and peri-urban food systems

Following the call for inputs on the Zero Draft and the Open-Ended Working Group meeting held on 7
March 2025, the First Draft of the CFS Policy Recommendations on Strengthening Urban and peri-urban
food systems to achieve food security and nutrition in the context of urbanization and rural
transformation, was circulated on 14 April. The First Draft will constitute the basis for the first round of
negotiations scheduled for the week 2-6 June 2024. Language versions will follow in due course.

In line with the agreed workplan, all stakeholders are kindly encouraged to submit written feedback to
cfs@fao.org by 16 May focusing on concrete text proposals, bearing in mind the Committee’s request
for practical focus.

Additionally, in the coming weeks a number of bilateral meetings with interested stakeholders will be
organized by the Rapporteur, Mr Jujjavarapu Balaji (India), with a view to advance preparations for the
negotiation phase.

All background documents and relevant information on this policy workstream are available on the CFS
Working Space.

2. Collaborative governance for coordinated policy responses to emerging global food crises
towards sustainable agriculture and food system transformation

The first Collaborative Governance Dialogue of 2025 took place on 15 April focusing on Financing for
food security and nutrition. The Dialogue featured fifteen speakers from various CFS stakeholder groups,
including representatives of Member States, CSIPM, PSM, PFM, FAO and IFAD, among others.
Discussions focused on the key challenges and recent developments concerning financing for food
security and nutrition as well as potential solutions and responses to these challenges.

A summary of the discussions and the meeting’s outcomes will be prepared by the CFS Chair as part of
the background documentation for CFS 53. Furthermore, the meeting’s outcomes will inform on-going
CFS activities and engagements, in particular those under the workstream focused on “Strengthening
responsible investment and financing for food security and nutrition”.

The second Collaborative Governance Dialogue on Food security and nutrition in protracted crises will
finally take place in July, and updates on preparatory measures will be provided shortly.


https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2324/Urban_and_Peri-Urban_Food_Systems/PCP-SUPUFS-1DRAFT.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2324/Urban_and_Peri-Urban_Food_Systems/PCP-SUPUFS-1DRAFT.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2324/Urban_and_Peri-Urban_Food_Systems/PCP-SUPUFS-1DRAFT.pdf
https://www.fao.org/fileadmin/templates/cfs/Docs2324/Urban_and_Peri-Urban_Food_Systems/SUPUFS-Workplan.pdf
mailto:cfs@fao.org
https://www.fao.org/cfs/workstreams/strengthening-urban-and-peri-urban-food-systems/vn/
https://www.fao.org/cfs/workstreams/strengthening-urban-and-peri-urban-food-systems/vn/
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3. Global Thematic Event on the Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in
Protracted crises (FFA)

Preparations for the Global Thematic Event (GTE) on the Framework for Action (FFA) are underway. The
call for inputs on the use and application of the CFS-FFA closed on 15 April 2025, with a total of 54
contributions received. These inputs will inform the analysis to be presented in a Summary Report,
which will serve as a background document for the Global Thematic Event of the CFS 53 Plenary Session
in October 2025.

In this context, the CFS Secretariat is preparing the organization of a GTE session in Plenary, with
support from an established Technical Task Team (TTT).

4. High-Level Forum on Strengthening responsible investment and financing for food security
and nutrition

In collaboration with the Technical Task Team in support of the workstream, a provisional agenda for
the High-Level Forum was developed. This agenda is being presented as an update under agenda item
1d of the Bureau and Advisory Group meetings on 27 May.

As indicated in the MYPoW, the workstream also includes the CFS’s engagement with the 4th UN
Conference on Financing for Development (FFD4), to be held in Sevilla at the end of June. In line with
these provisions, the CFS has applied for the co-organization of a side event at FFD4 with FAO and the
Global Agriculture and Food Security Programme (GAFSP). The side event would focus on the role of the
CFS as a multistakeholder platform in bringing together various actors to mobilize increased and
improved financing for food security and nutrition.

5. High Level Forum on Tackling climate change, biodiversity loss and land degradation through
the Right to Food

The High-Level Forum (HLF) took place on 12 May at FAO HQ with broad participation of stakeholders of
CFS and the Rio Conventions. It was a comprehensive and in-depth exchange on the intersecting
challenges for the realization of the Right to Food in the context of the Rio Conventions. At the same
time, a huge gamut of potential solutions to overcome or mitigate these challenges was presented and
discussed.

The Chair’'s Summary of the HLF will be prepared as part of the background documentation for CFS 53 in
October. The CFS Chairperson will also refer to this Summary at other relevant occasions, such as the UN
Food System +4 Stocktake Moment in Addis Ababa and the COP 30 in Belém.

6. 2025 Intersessional Dialogue on Strengthening the uptake of CFS policy products

The 2025 Intersessional Dialogue on Strengthening the Uptake of CFS Policy Products will take place on
Friday 13 June at 14.00 in hybrid modality (FAO Headquarters and Zoom). The meeting is intended to
provide a space for CFS stakeholders to present the outcomes of their uptake activities, share progress
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and challenges encountered as well as discuss ways to improve the use of CFS policy products.
Furthermore, this will represent an opportunity to collectively reflect on specific recommendations of
the Action Plan as well as to plan future uptake activities and discussions, including at CFS 53.

The concept note and agenda along with relevant information concerning the Intersessional Dialogue
will be made available in the Uptake Section of the CFS Working Space in due course.

7. High Level Panel of Experts on Food Security and Nutrition (CFS HLPE-FSN)

The online consultation on the VO draft of the report “Building resilient food systems” was closed on 11
March 2025. The HLPE-FSN Secretariat has received 62 insightful and sharp contributions from experts

and practitioners of diverse public and private organizations working in different fields of expertise,
academia, civil society, and other institutions from 29 countries.

The HLPE-FSN Steering Committee has met in person on 2-4 April 2025 in Marrakesh, Morocco. The
biannual meeting of the HLPE-FSN Steering Committee was essential for internal governance and to
advance the work of the HLPE-FSN, to monitor and fully develop HLPE-FSN studies. The meeting was
also an opportunity to exchange information and network with local authorities and partners.

The HLPE-FSN has delivered a keynote presentation at the CFS Collaborative Governance Dialogue on
Financing for Food Security and Nutrition (FSN), held on 15 April at FAO headquarters in Rome, and is
finalizing the background note on "Strengthening responsible finance for food security and nutrition".

The HLPE-FSN is preparing the background note on "Right to food, climate change, biodiversity loss, and
land restoration”, which will be presented at the High-Level Forum on Tackling Climate Change,
Biodiversity Loss and Land Degradation through the Right to Food, on 12th May.

The HLPE-FSN report “Building resilient food systems” will be submitted for peer review at the end of
May and will be launched on 4th September 2024.

The HLPE-FSN Steering Committee has reviewed applications for the Drafting team of the report #21
“Preserving, strengthening and promoting Indigenous Peoples’ food and knowledge systems and
traditional practices for sustainable food systems” and the announcement of the composition of the
team will be made shortly.

The HLPE-FSN Steering Committee is to be renewed in 2025, for a two-year term starting at the closure
of the CFS’s ordinary Plenary session in October 2025 and ending at the closure of the ordinary Plenary
session in 2027. The call for nominations has been open from 10th January 2025 and closed on 24th
March 2025. 80 applications were received, and the Ad Hoc Technical Selection Committee is scheduled
to meet on 9th May to review the nominations and make a recommendation for the composition of the
Steering Committee to the Bureau.


https://www.fao.org/cfs/workstreams/uptake/en/
https://sfcs.fao.org/media-cnt/docs/devhlpelibraries/report-20/250313_hlpe20_v0draft_econsultation_proceedings_62.pdf
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As part of various engagements to which HLPE-FSN Steering Committee members are invited as
speakers, the HLPE-FSN Chair and other members of the Steering Committee members attended the
Nutrition for Growth Summit in Paris, France, 27 to 28 March.

She also participated in the webinar organized by the UN Food Systems Coordination Hub based on the
policy brief "Transforming Food Systems to Return to Earth’s Limits", on 29 April, during which another
member of the Steering Committee also served as a speaker.

The HLPE-FSN Vice-Chairperson and other Steering Committee members attended the CGIAR Science
Week in Nairobi, Kenya, 7 and 9 April.

8. CFS Chairperson's outreach and global engagements

The CFS Chairperson contributed with a video message to a side event during the 20th meeting of the
Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CRGFA) focused on Indigenous Peoples’
food and knowledge systems as game changers in the conservation of genetic diversity, which took
place on 27 March, highlighting the crucial role of Indigenous Peoples within the CFS as a key
constituency and contributor to its policy processes.

From 27 to 28 March, the CFS Chair attended the Nutrition for Growth Summit in Paris, France, where
CFS co-organized one of the thematic sessions on “From Crises to Resilience: Nutrition in Fragile and
Crisis affected Contexts”. In addition, the Chair participated in side events and attended bilateral
meetings. The Summit underlined the importance of nutrition for development and succeeded in
mobilizing significant financial resources for activities dedicated to improving nutrition outcomes.

Between 7 and 9 April, the Chairperson attended the CGIAR Science Week in Nairobi, Kenya.
Specifically, she participated as a speaker in the opening segment of the plenary as well as in a side
event focused on youth and gender empowerment. The conference provided an opportunity to
showcase examples of how the uptake of CFS policy products can support various policy objectives as
well as for broad outreach through bilateral meetings with different research institutions.

As per the CSIPM’s invitation to a field visit to Viterbo's biodistrict of the Via Amerina e delle Forre, the
Chairperson attended the event on 12 April, where she learned about these bottom-up and voluntary

aggregations aiming at promoting sustainable development at territorial level with an agro-ecological

approach to challenge climate change impact on the food system.

The meetings of the G20 in Durban, South Africa, between 23 and 25 April presented another important
opportunity for the CFS Chairperson’s outreach and engagement with CFS stakeholders. The Chair
participated as a speaker in the AMIS Rapid Response Forum. Furthermore, she contributed insights on
behalf of the CFS during the G20 Food Security Task Force as well as the G20 Agriculture Working
Group.
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The CFS Chairperson was appointed as member of the Advisory Group of the UNFSS+4 with the task of

supporting the mainstreaming of the science/policy interface to support the development of policies for
food security and nutrition. In the context of the UNFSS+4, the Chairperson attended a meeting with the
Deputy Secretary-General Amina Mohammed and the CSIPM regarding additional ways of engagement.

The CFS Secretary attended virtually the first meeting of the Core Group of the Global Alliance Against
Hunger and Poverty on 7 April, contributing to the discussions, among others, identifying CFS 53 as one
of the relevant international events to raise awareness about the Global Alliance and advocate for
increased synergies in support of: a) increased attention to the fight against hunger and poverty; b)
promotion of large-scale country-level policy implementation; c) better and more effective international
aid and cooperation; d) systemic actions to increase domestic and international financing space for large
scale structural, country-owned interventions against hunger and poverty, including in social protection,
agriculture and nutrition.



