Partners:

Food Security and Agriculture Cluster
Scale Up Nutrition Initiative Yemen

CFS Collaborative Governance Dialogue on Financing
Food Security and Nutrition

& Funding for Food Security and Nutrition in Yemen

Prepared by the Ministry of Agriculture, Irrigation, and
Fisheries — Yemen

Presented by Eng. Ahmed Saeed Abdo Al-Wahsh,
Technical Advisor to the Ministry

Email;: asaal1967@yahoo.com
Phone: 00967772415%913

15 April 2025



mailto:asaa1967@yahoo.com

The food security situation in Yemen is dire, with 17.1 million people (49%) projected to face food
insecurity. (Source: 2025 HNRP). Food insecurity has long been a persistent issue, but it has
deteriorated to alarming levels in recent years, with ongoing conflict remaining the primary driver
exacerbating food insecurity and nutrition problems.

In Yemen, about 2.3 million (50%) children under five are acutely malnourished, including 0.5 million
with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) and 1.8 million with moderate acute malnutrition (MAM).
Additionally, 1.3 million pregnant and breastfeeding women are also malnourished.

This crisis is driven by a complex mix of factors, including intermittent conflict, displacement, economic
instability, currency fluctuations, rising food prices, limited livelihoods, and climate change,
compounded by inconsistent and inadequate humanitarian aid.

Approximately 70% of the population resides in rural areas, depending on agriculture for their
livelihoods and sustenance.

The agricultural sector encounters several challenges, such as limited water availability, rising input
costs, poor farming practices, and significant climate change effects, including droughts, extreme
flooding, pest outbreaks, disease spread, and changing rainfall patterns



Yemen has an area of 55 million hectares, of which
approximately 1.4 million hectares are suitable for .

Proportions of Agricultural Areas by Crop
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The average cultivated area during the period from 2016 .,

to 2020 is about 1.2 million hectares.
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The agricultural sector employs about 60% of the
population and provides livelihoods for rural residents,
who make up about 70% of the total population.



Yemen features a long coastline of about 2,500 km, rich in marine biodiversity.

Before the outbreak of conflict, Yemen's annual fish and marine life production was
approximately 200,000 tons, with 40% to 50% of this production exported.

After the 2015 conflict, the fishing sector contributes 3.6% to the GDP.

The fishing sector provides livelihoods for fishing communities along the coastline, which make
up about 30% of the total population.

Annual growth in fish production is around 10% to 20%



Food Security Outcomes:
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LIVELIHOOD COPING STRATEGIES (LCSI)

Food security outcomes (FCS
and LCSI) have deteriorated
since last year due to a
significant food consumption
gap stemming from the

economic crisis, poor
affordability, and reduced
humanitarian assistance,
contributing to high levels of
malnvutrition.

Source: FAO Yemen High-Freguency Monitoring (HFM) Snapshot February 2025



https://reliefweb.int/report/yemen/yemen-high-frequency-monitoring-hfm-snapshot-issued-27-february-2025

Food Imports Minimum Food Baset Cost

@ Food Imports (Aden and Mukalla Ports) Average cost of minimum food basket (food affordability)
2023 2024

1 189 |

7}
e

8" ap LR
o o o o o o 2

North

No
monitoring
data



https://dataviz.vam.wfp.org/the-middle-east-and-northern-africa/yemen/reports

Reachedin Total Reached

December FSAC Partners Presence

10,000,000 2,288,73
1,500,000 769,182

(Total: 114 partners )
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1,000,000 63,518 259,012

29,566 58,494 19%

Rehabilitation of community assets, provision of
seasonal employment and increase of HH incomes
through Conditional Cash Transfers

Provision of support to restore livelihood assets,
assistance to establish micro businesses and
trainings to enhance employability

Emergency Food
Assistance (EFA)

Emergency Livelihood
Assistance (ELA)

Sectoral Objective 1 & 2 — Gap analysis
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Funding Landscape for Food Security and Agriculture

FSAC Funding Yemen - (2020-2024)
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In 2024, BHA funding constituted 52% of total funding for Food Security and Agriculture response in

Yemen



2025 FSAC Humanitarian Need and Response Plan
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Yemen FS &N Funding Structures and Challenges
T

and Nutrition in Key Challenges in Funding Food
Yemen: Security and Nutrition:
W w 1.Decline in External Funding: Reduced
one) : international aid requires improved
. ~ coordinatfion to ensure well

— | ~ prioritization.

S Government - Donor Governments

Minimal |'. , -~ 2.Poor Government Resources:

- Insufficient funding hampers support
M Regional - for food security.
Private Sector

Organizations

n ' 3.Lack of Sustainable Financing: No
~ strategies for consistent financial flow.

Rgiona Fns :
4.Vulnerable Supply Chains: Threats
lead to food shortages or price

increases.



Impact of Funding Challenges on Yemen:

-
Deterioration of Food Security: Escalation of

hunger and malnutrition due to resource
\shor’roges.

-

Rising Poverty Rates: Widening economic gap
among different social groups.
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Decline in Infrastructure: Collapse of government
institutions and weakened essential services.

\_
-

AN

Weak Self-Sufficiency: Increased reliance on
food imports instead of local production.
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Underutilization of External Funding: Failure to
leverage resources allocated by international

\funds for food security and nutrition initiatives

e

food security and nufrition initiatives.
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Increase External Support: Enhance funding for

\
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Strengthen Governance: Activate the nationadl
food security strategy and relevant councils.
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Support Local Production: Promote sustainable
agriculture to boost self-sufficiency.
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Reform Financing Systems: Allocate national
resources for food security funding.
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(Enhance Partnerships and Transparency:
Collaborate with the private sector and
establish oversight mechanisms for effective
\resource utilization.
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