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First phase of COVID-19

Containment

Food Systems  
Transformation



The basic channels of transmission

Source: Schmidhuber, Pound and Qiao, 2020. http://www.fao.org/3/ca8430en/ca8430en.pdf
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Macro policies

Health policies - lockdown

3 Trade policies

Economic recession

http://www.fao.org/3/ca8430en/ca8430en.pdf




Then and now: food export restrictions during twocrisis
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Covid-19[2020]

As a share of global trade (calories)*

FoodPriceCrisis[2008]

Number of countries with export restrictions

11

14

Note: * global trade is defined on non-intra EU trade flows, and for  
unprocessed food products and excluding sugar.

Source: Laborde (2020), IFPRI

Kazakhstan plans to abolish wheat, flour export quotas in 

June 
Reuters News 
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  

ALMATY, May 13 (Reuters) - Kazakhstan plans to abolish quotas on its exports of wheat and flour 

as well as all other restrictions on food product exports from June, the agriculture ministry said on 

Wednesday. 

Kazakhstan introduced the quotas in March to secure food supply amid lockdowns and border 

closures introduced due to the novel coronavirus pandemic and indicated last month they might 

soon be dropped. (Reporting by Olzhas Auyezov; editing by Jason Neely)  
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Source: IMF- Outlook

Real GDP Growth
Annual percent change





Jobs at risk
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Jobs at risk

Primary production

Food processing

Food services

Distribution
services

Transportation
services

Machinery

Where in value chain Jobs Livelihoods

Primary production 716.77 2,023.80

Food processing 200.73 484.54

Food services 168.97 339.44

Distribution services 96.34 241.48

Transportation services 41.61 101.05

Machinery 6.51 13.18

Inputs 4.89 11.06

R&D 0.13 0.29

Total 1,280.93 3,214.84

Total at risk COVID 19 451.64 1,090.89

*Source: FAO/IFPRI unpublished estimates, based on ILO 2020 – ILO extrapolation scenario. Not annualized. Jobs represent formal employment; livelihoods cover a broad array of self-employed, informal, 

migrant and seasonal labor.

https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/@dgreports/@dcomm/documents/briefingnote/wcms_743146.pdf
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What to do?

Health-food-
development trilogy

Food Systems  
Transformation



What to do?

Meet immediate needs of vulnerable populations: Urgent increases in food availability from
smallholder farmer food production

Food Systems Transformation



What to do?

Food Systems Transformation

Immediately review trade and  

t axat ion policy options  

and their likely impacts

Avoid generalized subsidies  

for food consumers

Reduce restrict ions on  

use of stocks

Improve efficiency

of t rade facilit at ion

Encourage better functioning

food markets through improved  

regional political and economic  

integrat ion and better

functioning for  

t rade in food

Use limit ed strategic  

grain reserves

Minimize use of export  

restrict ions

Reduce import tarif fs and  

other restrict ions

Temporarily reduce  

VAT and other taxes

Meet immediate needs of vulnerable populations: Issues on trade and tax policies
Adjustments to trade and tax policies



THANK YOU

Food Systems Transformation


