
    1 
 

Dr. Agnes Kalibata, President, AGRA 
 
Dr. Kalibata has served as the President of the Alliance for a Green Revolution in Africa (AGRA) since 2014. 
She leads the organization’s efforts with public and private partners to ensure a food secure and prosperous 
Africa through rapid, inclusive, sustainable agricultural growth, improving the productivity and livelihoods of 
millions of smallholder farmers in Africa. 
 
Under Dr. Kalibata’s leadership, AGRA is working to increase the incomes and improve food security for 30 
million farming households in 11 African countries by 2021 through targeted investments to strengthen 3 
core areas: state capability and policies, input delivery systems in agriculture, and partnerships for inclusive 
agricultural growth.  
 
From 2019-2021, Dr. Kalibata also served as the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary-General for the 2021 
Food Systems Summit. In this role, Dr. Kalibata worked with the United Nations system and key partners to 
provide leadership, guidance, and strategic direction for Summit, ensuring it successfully served as a catalytic 
process at the start of the Decade of Action to improve food systems around the world to deliver on the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and Paris Agreement.  
 
Prior to joining AGRA, Dr. Kalibata was Rwanda’s Minister of Agriculture and Animal Resources (MINAGRI) 
from 2008 to 2014, where she drove programs that moved her country from a food insecure to a food secure 
status and became a reference point for other countries that sought to deliver agriculture transformation.  
 
Dr. Kalibata also sits on various boards, councils and commissions including the Global Commission on 
Adaptation, the Global Commission on the Economy and Climate, the Global Panel for Agriculture & Food 
Systems for Nutrition, the Global Agriculture & Food Security Program (GAFSP), the Global Agenda Council 
of the World Economic Forum, the Malabo-Montpellier Panel, and Africa Risk Capacity, among others.  
 
Dr. Kalibata has a distinguished track record as an agricultural scientist, policy maker and thought leader. 
She was awarded the Yara Prize, now the Africa Food Prize, in 2012, an Honorary Doctorate from the 
University of Liège in 2018,  an Honorary Doctorate from McGill Univeristy in 2019, and the National 
Academy of Sciences’ Public Welfare Medal in April, 2019 for her work to drive Africa’s agricultural 
transformation through modern sciences and effective policy thereby improving livelihoods of stallholder 
farmers. Dr. Kalibata holds a doctorate in Entomology from the University of Massachusetts, Amherst.  
 


